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Proclamation 6299 of May 23,1991 

Week for the National Observance of the 50th 
Anniversary of World War II 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When the United States entered World War II half a century ago, it 
became engaged in a struggle for the fate of millions of people—and for 
the future of freedom on Earth. During the period that commemorates 
the 50th anniversary of this conflict, we do well to study its lessons 
and to honor all of those Americans who helped to achieve the Allied 
victory. 

Following America's entry into World War II, President Franklin Roo­
sevelt declared that we fought 

to uphold the doctrine that all men are equal in the sight of God . . . . 
There never has been—there never can be—successful compromise 
between good and evil. Only total victory can reward the champions of 
tolerance and decency, freedom and faith. 

That unwavering sense of purpose would characterize the actions of all 
Americans, both on the home front and on the field of battle, as they 
raUied to defend the cause of freedom. 

President Roosevelt aptly described World War II as "the most tremen­
dous undertaking in American history." In homes, schools, and church­
es across the Nation, on our farms and in oxir factories, citizens of 
every age and every walk of life labored and sacrificed to support the 
Allied military effort. From the Aleutian Islands to the Coral Sea, from 
the shores of northwest Africa to Anzio, Normandy, and the Rhineland, 
members of oiu" Armed Forces braved the horrors of battle to defend 
the lives and liberty of others. Hundreds of thousands of these heroes 
gave "the last full measure of devotion" in service to our country, and 
we will never forget them. 

Six long years after the war first began, the Allies secured the uncondi­
tional surrender of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. President 
Truman noted that the Allied trimnph was 

more than a victory of arms. It was a victory of one way of life over 
another . . . . We know now that the basic proposition of the worth 
and dignity of man is not a sentimental aspiration or a vain hope or a 
piece of rhetoric. 

Those words are still true today. 

We live in a world transformed by World War II. The Allied victory 
affirmed America's leadership in global affairs, and it led to the forma­
tion of the United Nations as a vehicle for promoting international 
peace and security. Moreover, it contained what President Truman 
called a "promise to people everywhere who join us in the love of free­
dom"—a promise that we have begun to see fulfilled with the emer­
gence of democratic governments around the world and with the move­
ment toward a Europe whole and free. 
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This week, let us remember in prayer all those heroes who gave their 
lives for the universal cause of freedom during World War II. Let us 
honor the World War II veterans who are with us today, especially the 
infirm and the hospitalized, and let us salute the millions of civilians 
who rallied in support of their efforts. Most important, let us resolve to 
learn from the past, so that we too might be faithful and effective 
guardians of liberty. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-491, has designated the week of June 
2 through June 8, 1991, as a "Week for the National Observance of the 
50th Anniversary of World War 11" and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of June 2 through June 8, 
1991, as a Week for the National Observance of the 50th Anniversary 
of World War II. I call upon all Americans to observe this week with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23 day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6300 of June 3,1991 

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We call her "Old Glory," but the splendor of our flag is ever new, and 
the principles for which she stands are timeless. When adopted by the 
Continental Congress on June 14, 1777, our flag became the symbol of a 
Nation that was founded on the conviction "that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi­
ness." Throughout our Nation's history, brave and selfless Americans 
have labored and sacrificed to defend these ideals, and in every gen­
eration they have given renewed meaning to our flag. 

Earlier in this century President Woodrow Wilson noted that the Amer­
ican flag "is the embodiment not of a sentiment but of a history . . . ." 
Indeed, this is what sets the flag apart from other American symbols— 
no other standard has been carried into battle by generations of Ameri­
can heroes; no other banner recalls the extraordinary achievements of 
our farmers and workers; and no other emblem symbolizes to more 
people what America means to the world. For millions of people 
around the globe, the Stars and Stripes has been a symbol of freedom, 
strength, and opportunity—a sign of safe haven and hope for the future. 
For countless others, it has been a sign of help and comfort—a symbol 
of the traditional generosity and compassion of the American people 
toward the poor, the hungry, and the dispossessed. 
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