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observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities, and I
urge them to reaffirm their commitment to upholding the God-given
right of all peoples to liberty, justice, and self-determination.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6316 of July 23, 1991
Korean War Veterans Remembrance Week, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In 1950, while Americans were still enjoying a sense of pride and relief
following the Allied victory in World War II, our Nation suddenly
became engaged in another great struggle for freedom. On June 25 of
that year, communist forces of the North launched a ruthless attack
against the free Republic of Korea. The United Nations swiftly con-
demned the invasion and formed the UN Command to repel the aggres-
sor. America's Armed Forces, many of whom had just served during
World War II, joined with those of 17 other nations in the ensuing con-
flict. Forty years before the international effort to liberate Kuwait,
these courageous individuals demonstrated the power of collective re-
golve in the face of lawless aggression.

Addressing the American troops serving in Korea, President Truman
declared: “You will go down in history as the first army to fight under
a flag of a world organization in the defense of human freedom . . . .
Victory may be in your hands, but you are winning a greater thing than
military victory, for you are vindicating the idea of freedom under
international law.” By the time a cease-fire was negotiated at Panmun-
jom on July 27, 1953, more than 54,000 American servicemen had died
to defend the lives and liberty of others. Some 103,000 were wounded,
and today 8,000 are still listed as missing in action. This week, we
honor our Nation's Korean War veterans and remember in prayer those
heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice at places such as Inchon, the
Pusan Perimeter, and the Chosin Reservoir.

Veterans of the Korean War can take pride in their legacy. These
heroes and their fallen comrades not only helped to restore the free-
dom of South Korea but also won a decisive victory for the ideals of
liberty and self-determination. Today there is hope for peace and rec-
onciliation on the Korean Peninsula, and in just a few months the Re-
public of Korea will take its rightful place as a member of the United
Nations. These promising developments are a monument to each of the
brave and selfless Americans and other UN forces who fought in Korea
four decades ago for the sake of peace and freedom.

In grateful recognition of our Nation's Korean War veterans, the Con-
gress, by House Joint Resolution 255, has designated the week begin-
ning July 21, 1991, as “Korean War Veterans Remembrance Week™ and
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has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in
observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning July 21, 1991, as
Korean War Veterans Remembrance Week. I urge all Americans to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
in honor of the Nation’s Korean War veterans. I also ask all Federal
departments and agencies, organizations, and individuals to fly the flag
of the United States at half-staff on July 27, 1991, in honor of those
Americans who died as a result of their service in Korea.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6317 of July 24, 1991
Women’s Equality Day, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each August 26 we commemorate the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment to our Constitution. This Amendment guaranteed for women the
right to vote and gave them an equal voice in our Nation's system of
self-government. Passed by the Congress in June of 1919, the proposed
Amendment was ratified by the Tennessee Legislature on August 18,
1920, and declared part of our Constitution on August 26.

Although the woman'’s suffrage movement had gained ground in pre-
ceding years, and although women already enjoyed the right to vote in
some States, the contributions of women during World War I contribut-
ed significantly to gathering the force of public opinion behind the pro-
posed 19th Amendment to our Constitution. President Woodrow Wilson
noted that the services of women during the war were ‘of the most
signal usefulness and distinction. The war could not have been fought
without them, or its sacrifices endured." The achievements of women
during that epic conflict underscored not only their desire but also their
ability to act as full and equal partners in the life of our country.

Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, as more and more legal and
attitudinal barriers to their advancement have fallen, women have en-
tered positions of leadership and responsibility in virtually every field
of endeavor. For example, today women are not only providing support
for our Nation's military personnel but also serving as members of the
Armed Forces themselves. Through the workplace, through the ballot
box, and, as ever, through their families and their communities, women
are helping to shape America's future,

The anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment reminds us
of our obligation to ensure that every individual has the opportunity to
participate fully in the social, political, and economic life of our coun-
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