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abled physicians to diagnose and to manage sarcoidosis more effective-
ly. 

Today researchers at both the National Institute of Allergy and Infec­
tious Diseases and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute are 
leading studies on the etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of sarcoidosis. 
On this occasion, we recognize their work and that of other concerned 
physicians and scientists throughout the United States. We also salute 
the victims of sarcoidosis who demonstrate great courage and determi­
nation in their efforts to cope with the disease; and we pay tribute to 
their family members and to other concerned Americans who are en­
gaged in grass-roots efforts to promote awareness of sarcoidosis, as 
well as improved treatment and support for its victims. 

To focus national attention on sarcoidosis, the Congress, by House 
Joint Resolution 309, has designated August 29, 1991, as "National Sar­
coidosis Awareness Day" and has authorized and requested the Presi­
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 29, 1991, as National Sarcoido­
sis Awareness Day. I invite all Americans to join in observing this day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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National Rice Month, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

A staple food for much of the world's population, rice is one of the 
most important grains grown today. It is cultivated in more than 100 
countries and on every continent except Antarctica. Rice was cultivat­
ed in North America as early as 1696. Indeed, by the time the United 
States declared its independence from Great Britain, rice had become 
one of this country's major agricultiiral exports. 

Today the United States is one of the world's leading exporters of rice, 
supplying about 20 percent of the rice in world trade. In addition, much 
American-grown rice has been provided to other countries through 
Food for Peace programs, which have helped to promote the social and 
economic well-being of less developed nations and provided vital sus­
tenance to victims of disaster. 

The United States Department of Agriculture reports that American 
growers harvested more than 7 million metric tons of rice last year. The 
value of this crop is important to our Nation's economy. 
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Rice is an important agricultural commodity not only in terms of its 
economic value but also in terms of its nutritional value. An excellent 
soiu'ce of complex carbohydrates, rice can be a healthy part of a well-
balanced diet. It contains only a trace of fat and is cholesterol- and 
sodium-free. 

Consumers can enjoy various types of rice, from brown rice to the 
more traditional white rice, which is utilized in gourmet recipes as it is 
in simple meals. Wild rice, a native grain of North America, is being 
increasingly enjoyed by American consumers. 

Rice may also be processed in various forms: as bran or flour in baked 
goods, or as an ingredient in cereals and healthful snacks. Rice is also 
an important component in the domestic brewing of beer. 

To promote greater awareness of the versatility and the value of rice, 
and to celebrate America's status as a major exporter of rice for both 
commercial and hmnanitarian purposes, the Congress, by Public Law 
101-492, has designated the month of September 1991 as "National Rice 
Month" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 1991 as National Rice 
Month. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6324 of August 20,1991 

National Awareness Month for Children With Cancer, 
1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation's fight against cancer has advanced on many fronts, from 
education and prevention to diagnosis and treatment. This month, we 
celebrate the remarkable progress that has been made in saving chil­
dren with cancer. 

The Department of Health and Human Services reports that, thanks to 
important scientific breakthroughs, the mortality rate for childhood 
cancer has dropped by more than 50 percent since 1950. This dramatic 
decline has been made possible by improved diagnostic and prognostic 
techniques, by advances in technology, and by advances in the treat­
ment of serious forms of cancer such as leukemia and Wilm's tumor. 
For example, long-term research has enabled physicians to predict with 
greater success which patients are most likely to suffer a relapse— 
thereby helping the health care team to plan the optimal course of ther­
apy. 
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