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Week" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proc
lamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 13 through Octo
ber 19, 1991, as National Radon Action Week. I encourage government 
officials and all Americans to observe this week with appropriate pro
grams and activities designed to enhance public awareness of the risks 
of excessive radon exposure and ways that we can reduce them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6348 of October 7,1991 

Child Health Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our children's state of health is, in many ways, a measure of our suc
cess and character as a people. Thus, on Child Health Day, we reaffirm 
our commitment to helping every American youngster enjoy the best 
possible start in life—^beginning with high quality health care through
out pregnancy for expectant mothers and extending through each 
child's formative years. 

In recent decades, we have made important progress toward the goal 
of better child health. For example, early immunization has virtually 
eliminated some childhood diseases, and, with increased vigilance on 
the part of parents and public health officials, it has the potential to 
conquer several others. A variety of educational programs and support 
services—both public and private—have encouraged more and more 
pregnant women to protect the lives of their unborn children through 
proper nutrition and prenatal care. The United States Child Nutrition 
Programs, including the School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, 
have helped to bring healthy, well-balanced meals to millions of young
sters. Nevertheless, we know that we still have much work to do. 

Statistics show that many children die or suffer permanent disability as 
a result of injuries—injuries that could be prevented. In fact, the De
partment of Health and Himian Services reports that more youngsters 
ages 1 through 19 die from injuries than from all other causes of death 
combined. In 1988 alone, injuries claimed the lives of more than 22,000 
children. These injuries may be the result of accidents or physical 
abuse and other crimes. 

Fortunately, we are finding ways to reduce the risk of accidental injury 
among children. Scientific research and advances in technology have 
enabled us to develop safer toys and flame-retardant clothing, as well 
as child-proof packaging for medicines and toxic chemicals. Growing 
public awareness of safety issues has led to protective legal meas\u:es. 
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such as State statutes that require child passenger restraints in motor 
vehicles. Local initiatives requiring the use of bicycle helmets, fencing 
around swimming pools, and certain safety standards for playground 
equipment are also helping to reduce the risk of childhood injury. Of 
coiu-se, the success of these and other measures requires our vigilance 
and cooperation as parents and neighbors. 

If we are to protect the lives and health of our Nation's children, then 
we must also redouble otir efforts to stop the scourges of child abuse, 
drunk driving, and other crime, A stable, loving home and a safe, nur
turing environment are essential to every youngster's physical well-
being and emotional development. 

Government cannot replicate the love and commitment of parents; nei
ther can it fulfill their primary responsibility in caring for their children. 
However, public officials, parents, and physicians—as well as educa
tors and other concerned Americans—can work together to promote 
the health and safety of oiu* Nation's youth. Today, let us renew our 
resolve to do just that. Precious lives depend on it. 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended 
(36 U.S.C. 143), has called for the designation of the first Monday in 
October as "Child Health Day" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue annually a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 7, 1991, as Child 
Health Day. I urge all Americans to join me in renewing our commit
ment to protecting the lives and health of this Nation's yoiuigest citi
zens. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6349 of October 7,1991 

National Firefighters Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When you ask a group of youngsters what each would like to be when 
he or she grows up, frequently, at least one will reply: "a fireman!" 
Even though the aspirations of youth often change over time, it is, 
nonetheless, a very telling answer. Children as well as adults recognize 
the extraordinary courage of firefighters—and the tremendous impor
tance of their work. On this occasion, Americans of all ages join in 
paying grateful tribute to the heroic individuals who serve our Nation 
as professional and volimteer firefighters. 

The responsibilities of a firefighter often entail considerable personal 
risk and sacrifice. In addition to enduring what are sometimes long and 
impredictable hoiu:s—a burden shared by the loved ones who must 
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