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The Congress, by Public Law 102-210, has designated December 21, 
1991, as "Basketball Centennial Day" and has authorized and request
ed the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 21, 1991, as Basketball Cen-
teiuiial Day. I invite all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seven
teenth day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6396 of December 20,1991 

National Law Enforcement Training Week, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
High-quality training is an essential component of effective law en
forcement. The dedicated men and women who serve in this field have 
sworn to uphold the constitutional rights of individuals while promoting 
and defending the public safety. Meeting that challenge requires that 
every officer—from the rookie on the street to the most experienced 
chief or investigator—be equipped with certain knowledge and skills. 

Today law enforcement training is as rigorous and as wide-ranging in 
scope as the day-to-day demands of an officer's job. First, every man 
and woman behind the badge must have knowledge of the law itself, 
including the rules of proper conduct and procedure. Because their 
work places them on the front lines in the war against drugs and crime, 
law enforcement officers also devote many hours of study and practice 
to self-defense techniques and to the safe use of firearms. Basic law 
enforcement training also includes physical conditioning, as well as les
sons and exercises in the administration of first aid. Whether they are 
called to the scene of an accident or to the site of a violent domestic 
dispute, law enforcement officers know that lives depend on their pre
paredness and skill. 

While the fundamentals have remained the same, recent advances in 
science and technology have changed many aspects of law enforce
ment and law enforcement training. To fight back against increasingly 
sophisticated crimes, police officers and other law enforcement agents 
are employing increasingly sophisticated tools and methods, fi'om com
puters and toxicology to genetic "fingerprinting" and psychological pro
filing. Thus, those individuals who provide law enforcement training— 
including continuing education for veteran personnel—are part of a 
large, multidisciplinary team of professionals. 

This week, as we gratefully salute all those who conduct and partici
pate in law enforcement training, we also acknowledge the many re
warding career opportunities that it offers through its related disci-
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plines. Young Americans who aspire to serve in our Nation's law en
forcement and criminal justice system are encouraged to learn more 
about them. 

To heighten public awareness of the importance of law enforcement 
training and its related fields, the Congress, by Public Law 102-206, has 
designated the week of January 5 through January 11, 1992, as "Nation
al Law Enforcement Training Week" and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning January 5, 1992, as 
National Law Enforcement Training Week. I invite all Americans to ob
serve this week with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6397 of December 20,1991 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our Nation's history, Americans have treasured these time
less words from our Declaration of Independence: "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." These stirring 
words summarize the fundamental moral vision of the United States, a 
vision that affirms the inestimable dignity and worth of every human 
being, each of whom is made in the image of God. They were not 
words uttered lightly. Signers of the Declaration pledged to uphold 
them with their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. On this oc
casion, we reflect on the first and most fundamental right enumerated 
by our Nation's foimders: the right to life. 

Thomas Jefferson noted that "the God who gave us life gave us liberty 
at the same time," and much of his writing reflects his belief that "the 
care of hiunan life and happiness, and not their destruction, is the first 
and only legitimate object of good government." Thus, respect for the 
sanctity of human life is deeply rooted in the American tradition. 
Today we Americans are rightfully proud of our physicians and scien
tists, who have helped lead the way in the fight against disability and 
disease; proud of the thousands of American service members and vol
unteers who have responded to calls for help around the world; and 
grateful to the many hre fighters and law enforcement officers who 
work to protect the public safety. These are just a few of the millions 
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