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plines. Young Americans who aspire to serve in our Nation's law en-
forcement and criminal justice system are encouraged to learn more
about them.

To heighten public awareness of the importance of law enforcement
training and its related fields, the Congress, by Public Law 102-2086, has
designated the week of January 5 through January 11, 1992, as “Nation-
al Law Enforcement Training Week" and has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning January 5, 1992, as
National Law Enforcement Training Week. I invite all Americans to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6387 of December 20, 1991
National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 1992

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation's history, Americans have treasured these time-
less words from our Declaration of Independence: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” These stirring
words summarize the fundamental moral vision of the United States, a
vision that affirms the inestimable dignity and worth of every human
being, each of whom is made in the image of God. They were not
words uttered lightly. Signers of the Declaration pledged to uphold
them with their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. On this oc-
casion, we reflect on the first and most fundamental right enumerated
by our Nation’s founders: the right to life.

Thomas Jefferson noted that “the God who gave us life gave us liberty
at the same time,” and much of his writing reflects his belief that “the
care of human life and happiness, and not their destruction, is the first
and only legitimate object of good government.” Thus, respect for the
sanctity of human life is deeply rooted in the American tradition.
Today we Americans are rightfully proud of our physicians and scien-
tists, who have helped lead the way in the fight against disability and
disease; proud of the thousands of American service members and vol-
unteers who have responded to calls for help around the world; and
grateful to the many fire fighters and law enforcement officers who
work to protect the public safety. These are just a few of the millions
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of Americans who demonstrate, through their daily labors, our Nation's
traditional reverence for human life.

While the United States boasts a long and honorable tradition of re-
spect for human life and the rights of individuals, one key issue related
to the sanctity of life is a divisive one in America today: the issue of
abortion.

Fewer than 20 years after the 1973 Supreme Court ruling in Roe v.
Wade, the prevalence of abortion on demand in the United States
stands in stark contrast to our Nation's most deeply held values and
beliefs. While sincere persons may disagree, my position is that the
lives of both mother and child must be cherished and protected.

Advances in science and technology continue to provide evidence that
the child developing in the mother's womb is a distinct, living individ-
ual who bears all the basic attributes of human personality. How terri-
bly ironic that an unborn child in one medical facility may be carefully
treated as a patient while at another facility—perhaps just a few
blocks away—another unborn child will become the innocent victim of
abortion.

Women and men who operate crisis pregnancy centers across the
country recognize the fear and desperation that compel some women to
consider abortion. Yet they also know that, in a Nation as prosperous
as ours, where people are known for their open hearts and their unfail-
ing generosity, this tragic choice is unnecessary.

On this occasion, we acknowledge the selflessness and compassion of
all those volunteers who offer emotional, physical, and financial sup-
port to women facing crisis pregnancies. We also salute those coura-
geous women who choose life for their unborn children and thank the
dedicated counselors, social workers, and other professionals who,
where needed, offer assistance in adoption. As a Nation, we must con-
tinue to dismantle legal, financial, and attitudinal barriers to adoption,
to make adopting easier for families who want children and who will
give them loving homes—particularly children with special needs.

On this ninth National Sanctity of Human Life Day, let us renew our
determination to ensure that all, born and unborn, receive the protec-
tion and care they deserve. Together, let us choose life, so that Amer-
ica might always be known as a good and giving Nation, a nation
where the stranger is welcomed and the needy are served with dignity
and kindness. That is the sure and noble path chosen at our Nation's
founding and the path to which we must always return.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 18,
1992, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call on all Americans
to reflect on the sanctity of human life in all its stages and to gather in
homes and places of worship to give thanks for the gift of life and to
;eafﬁrm our commitment to respect the life and dignity of every human
eing.
IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
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one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6388 of December 23, 1991
National Ellis Island Day, 1992

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The ethnic diversity that we so proudly celebrate in the United States
mirrors our rich heritage as a Nation of immigrants. “Here is not
merely a Nation,” wrote Walt Whitman, “but a teeming nation of na-
tions . . . . Here is the hospitality which forever indicates heroes.”
One of the greatest symbols of American hospitality stands at Ellis
Island in Upper New York Bay.

A century ago, on January 1, 1892, the immigrant station on Ellis Island
was opened as a gateway to America. Between 1892 and 1954, nearly
17 million immigrants entered the United States through this portal.
Many sought refuge from tyranny and persecution. All sought new lives
in this great land of freedom and opportunity.

At Ellis Island, millions of immigrants from around the world were able
to look across the Bay toward our magnificent Statue of Liberty, the
famed “Mother of Exiles” who lifts her lamp “beside the golden door.”
During the mass wave of immigration that spanned from 1900 to 1914,
they came, especially immigrants from throughout Southern and East-
ern Europe. Indeed, 100 million Americans, some 40 percent of our pop-
ulation, can trace their ancestry through Ellis Island.

The course of immigration to this country has fluctuated throughout the
history of the United States. Recent years, for example, have seen in-
creased numbers of immigrants of Hispanic and Asian origin. But what-
ever their place of origin or point of entry, each generation of immi-
grants has bettered America.

Indeed, it is fitting that the restoration of Ellis Island has constituted
the largest historic renovation project in the history of the United
States. After all, immigration has been one of the largest single factors
in our Nation’s social, cultural, and economic development. Walt Whit-
man aptly noted that, in the eyes of the poet, “the other continents
arrive as contributions . . . he gives them reception for their sake and
for his own sake.” That has always been true, for immigrants have en-
riched the United States beyond measure, bringing many contributions
to our society along with the unique customs and traditions of their an-
cestral homeland. Most important, they have shared eagerly in the hard
work of freedom, helping to defend the ideals of liberty and self-gov-
ernment and helping to build our churches, schools, factories, farms,
and railroads.

Visiting Ellis Island today or seeing pictures of this place evokes strong
chords in our national memory—the relief immigrants felt upon landing,
the strangeness of new surroundings, the babble of languages, the pain
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