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General Lord Howe, sought to entice the Irish-bom Barry away from 
the American cause. Captain Barry erased any doubts about his patriot
ism and devotion to freedom when he rebuked Howe's offer, declaring: 
"Not the value and command of the whole British fleet can lure me 
from the cause of my country." 

So devoted to our country's cause was Captain Barry that he continued 
to champion the ideals of freedom and democracy long after the end 
of the Revolutionary War. Active in Pennsylvania politics, he became 
a strong advocate of our Constitution, which was ratified by the State 
Assembly on December 12, 1787. In 1794, President George Washing
ton personally conferred upon Captain Barry "Commission No. 1," en
trusting him with the command of the new frigate USS UNITED 
STATES, one of six that were built as part of a permanent American 
naval armament. Until his death on September 13, 1803, Commodore 
Barry continued to shape the young United States Navy. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 413, has designated Sunday, 
September 13, 1992, as "Commodore John Barry Day" and has re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 13, 1992, as Commodore 
John Barry Day. I invite all Americans to observe this day with appro
priate ceremonies and activities in honor of the courageous individ
uals, past and present, who have served in the United States Navy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6472 of September 16,1992 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America ' 
A Proclamation 
As we Americans once again observe National Breast Cancer Aware
ness Month, we can be heartened by the progress that we have made 
in fighting this disease. In recent years, our knowledge of breast cancer 
has increased significantly. Researchers continue to develop new and 
better means of treatment, and expanded access to breast cancer 
screening is enabling more and more women to benefit from early de
tection and intervention. 

While such trends are encouraging, the National Cancer Institute re
ports that as many as 180,000 American women will be diagnosed as 
having breast cancer this year. Although most women who are treated 
for breast cancer in its early stages can be cured, this disease remains 
the second leading cause of death by cancer among American women. 
Hence, this month we recognize the importance of ensuring that every 
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woman is informed about breast cancer and about the importance of 
screening, early detection, and treatment. 

Women can take an active role against breast cancer through monthly 
self-examination and through clinical examinations and mammography 
as recommended by their physicians. Mammography is invaluable: 
many breast cancers can be seen on a mammogram up to 2 years before 
they could be otherwise detected by a woman or her physician. 

Because access to such screening is vital for all women, I am pleased 
to report that third-party reimbursement for mammography is increas
ing, allowing more women to benefit from this potentially lifesaving 
procedure. Through Medicare, the Department of Health and Human 
Services helps to cover the cost of screening mammography for women 
age 65 and older. Private insurers offer coverage for this procedure, and 
a major effort is underway to inform employers how businesses can 
provide screening mammography. 

In addition to encouraging employers, insurers, and health care provid
ers to voluntarily develop policies that expand access to affordable 
mammography, the Federal Government is also helping to lead the way 
in research against breast cancer. In a program that has the potential 
to save many lives in the future, women who are at high risk for breast 
cancer are participating in the first large-scale study to prevent the dis
ease. We look forward to significant results from the Women's Health 
Initiative, the largest-ever research effort directed specifically at 
women. This comprehensive program will target the major causes of 
illness and death in older women, including breast cancer. In addition, 
the President's Cancer Panel this year established a Special Commis
sion on Breast Cancer to undertake a comprehensive review of all as
pects of the breast cancer problem and to make recommendations on 
how to accelerate progress against this disease. 

Together with the Federal Government, private researchers, health care 
providers, members of breast cancer support groups, and other con
cerned Americans are working hard to ensure that women and their 
physicians are aware of each important advance in breast cancer re
search. This joint effort is saving lives, and during National Breast Can
cer Awareness Month, we reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that it 
continues. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 303, has designated October 
1992 as "National Breast Cancer Awareness Month." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1992 as National Breast Can
cer Awareness Month. I invite the Governors of the States and the ap
propriate officials of all other areas under the jurisdiction of the United 
States to issue similar proclamations. I also encourage health care pro
viders and other interested organizations and individuals to observe 
this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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