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ninety-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

PFoclamation 6521 of January 4,1993 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Americans have demonstrated their commitment to the belief "that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pur
suit of Happiness." Tliis tradition of generosity and reverence for 
human life stands in marked contrast with the prevalence of abortion 
in America today—some 1.5 million children lost each year; more than 
4,000 each day. This is shocking evidence of just how far we have 
strayed from our Nation's most cherished values and beliefs. Thus we 
pause on this National Sanctity of Human Life Day to call attention to 
the tragedy of abortion and to recognize the many individuals who are 
working to restore respect for hiunan life in our Nation. 

Advances in science and technology have offered us tremendous new 
insight on life in the womb: parents can now hear their imbom child's 
heartbeat as early as 8 weeks of age; physicians can monitor the baby's 
development using high-resolution sonography; and they may even di
agnose and treat abnormalities before birth. How terribly ironic it is 
that, at one hospital or clinic, an unborn child may be carefully treated 
as a patient, while at another facility—^perhaps just a few blocks 
away—another innocent child may become a victim of abortion. 

Recognizing the tragedy of abortion and the feelings of desperation that 
lead some women to make such a painful, devastating choice, con
cerned individuals throughout the United States are working to help 
women choose life for their imbom children. On this occasion we rec
ognize the many generous Americans who—^with nothing to gain for 
themselves—preach out to women in need through crisis pregnancy cen
ters, residential facilities, mentoring programs, and a host of other sup
port services. We also recognize the many social services professionals, 
attorneys, and coimselors who assist in promoting the adoption option, 
and we salute each of the courageous women who make Uiis unselfish 
choice for their children. Such works of generosity and compassion are 
saving lives and, yes, slowly but surely tiuming hearts—one woman, 
one couple, one commimity at a time. 

The struggle to overcome abortion in the United States— t̂o educate in
dividuals about life in the womb, to restore reverence for the miracle 
of creation, and to expand alternatives for women in need—is far from 
ended. While the struggle may be a long and difficult one, many Amer
icans know that it is a cause from which we cannot retreat. And be
cause it is a cause that appeals directly to the conscience of the Na
tion—a Nation that has, time and again, demonstrated its capacity to 
rediscover its highest ideals, ideals rooted in oiir belief in the God-
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given rights and dignity of every human being—it is a cause that can
not fail. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Simday, January 17, 
1993, as National Sanctity of Hiunan Life Day. I call on all Americans 
to reflect on the sanctity of human life in all its stages and to gather 
in homes and places of worship to give thanks for the gift of life and 
to reaffirm our commitment to respect the life and dignity of every 
human being. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of January, in the year of oiu* Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6522 of January 5,1993 

Braille Literacy Week, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Standardized for use in the United States in 1932, braille is the pri
mary tactile system for reading and writing used by blind individuals 
today. The braille system uses raised dots to represent the letters of the 
alphabet, symbols of pimctuation, mathematic and scientific char
acters, music and computer notation, and foreign language signs. 

Through braille, a person who is visually impaired is given the key to 
imlock the power of the written word. Braille enables blind individuals 
to achieve the many rewards of literacy, including educational ad
vancement, personal independence, and economic opportunity and se
curity. Braille also enables its users to enjoy the full form, structiu^, 
and beauty of printed poetry and prose. 

Over the past 60 years, the braille system has continued to open doors 
of learning and opportunity for blind Americans. This week we ac
knowledge the importance of braille and recognize the many dedicated 
individuals who teach and promote this system as a tool of achieve
ment. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 353, has designated the week 
of January 3 through January 9, 1993, as "Braille Literacy Week" and 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 
observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of January 3 through January 
9, 1993, as Braille Literacy Week and invite all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, 
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