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ignated April 2, 1993, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." and has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob­
servance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 2, 1993, as Education and 
Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon the people of the United States, gov­
ernment officials, educators, and volunteers to observe the day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and seventeenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6541 of April 9,1993 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As Americans enter a new era that holds prospects for greater inter­
national cooperation and the expansion of democracy's reach, we are 
deeply indebted to the Armed Forces of the United States. We recog­
nize that their service helped our Nation preserve liberty through two 
World Wars and the testing regional conflicts of the Cold War era and 
since. We remember how their sacrifices helped to maintain our way 
of life and safeguard fireedom's cause. 

The sacrifices made by our military personnel take many forms, from 
their willingness to serve, to their countless acts of selfless coiurage, to 
the expenditure by hundreds of thousands in this centiuy of that last, 
full measure of devotion in behalf of their coimtry. Today, we honor 
the particular sacrifice of the thousands of Americans who have been 
captured and held as prisoners of war—in Europe and the Pacific, in 
Korea and Vietnam, in the Persian Gulf during Operation Desert Storm, 
and elsewhere. 

We know that many of our men and women in uniform have been sub­
ject to brutal torture and inhumane deprivation. The treatment they en­
dured too often violated fundamental standards of morality and stood 
in stark contravention of international treaties and customs governing 
the treatment of prisoners of war. Many of these brave Americans were 
disabled or died as a result of such treatment. Their experiences under­
score our debt to those who place their lives in harm's way and stand 
willing to trade their liberty for ours. As a Nation, we must always re­
member the sacrifices made by our men and women in imiform and 
their families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLL\M J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 1993, as 
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I luge all Americans 
to join in honoring all members of the Armed Forces of the United 



107 STAT. 2634 PROCLAMATION 6542—APR. 9, 1993 

States who have been held prisoners of war. I also encourage all Amer­
icans to join in saluting these individuals for their great sacrifices. Fi­
nally, I call on State and local officials, as well as private organiza­
tions, to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this ninth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hmidred and ninety-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and seventeenth. 7 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6542 of April 9,1993 

National Preschool Immunization Week, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
I believe that each child in this country must have the opportimity to 
live a healthy and full life. Therefore, I am taking dramatic steps to en-
siu« that all children are fully immunized at the earliest appropriate 
age against preventable, infectious diseases. 

Immunizations save lives, prevent suffering, and allow significant sav­
ings in health care costs. Ironically, in this coimtry, which develops 
and produces the majority of the world's vaccines, ciurent immimiza-
tion levels among two-year-olds fall between just 37 and 56 percent. 
In the recent measles epidemic, for example, an estimated one-half of 
the reported cases occurred among unvaccinated preschool children. 
Today, measles vaccine coverage is reported to be as low as 50 percent 
among two-year-olds in some inner-city populations. 

My Administration has launched a comprehensive initiative on immu­
nization, including new funding for immimization programs in cities 
throughout the United States. In addition, I have submitted legislation 
that, if passed, would provide for free vaccinations to all children, a 
new tracking system to help inform parents when immimization is 
needed, new avenues of outreach to parents, and other necessary meas­
ures designed to create a comprehensive immimization program. 

We must expand our efforts to every community and demand the full 
attention and cooperation of everyone in our society in order to find 
solutions to our problems. Much is being done. Federal, State, and 
local governments are devising innovative ways to deliver vaccines at 
more reasonable costs. We are attempting to make providers more sen­
sitive to the need to eliminate barriers and problems that cause chil­
dren to miss immunizations. New partnerships and coalitions are being 
formed between the public and private sectors. 

Parents and adults responsible for safeguarding our youngest children 
must be made aware of the seriousness of the problem and act appro­
priately. More than 80 percent of all recommended vaccinations 
should be given before children are two years old—^well before they 
start school. 

We must acknowledge this problem, accept our individual and collec­
tive responsibilities, and get the job done. 
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