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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and seventeenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6564 of May 21,1993 

National Maritime Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On May 22, 1819, the first transatlantic steamship voyage began when 
the SS Savannah left the U.S. port of Savannah, Georgia. Sixty years 
ago, in recognition of this historic voyage. President Franklin D. Roo­
sevelt first called upon the American people to observe May 22 as Na­
tional Maritime Day by displaying the American flag at their homes 
and other suitable places. 

On National Maritime Day 50 years ago, the United States was engaged 
in a great World War. The United States merchant marine made victory 
possible by linking our production forces at home with our fighting 
forces overseas. Throughout our history, America's civilian seafarers 
have faithfully supported our military forces. 

Thirty years ago. President John F. Kennedy cited the role of the Amer­
ican merchant marine in promoting world trade. "Our ships and the 
men who man them stand ready to serve the Nation in any cir-
cimistance and in all conditions of peaceful commerce or national 
emergency," he said. 

On National Maritime Day 15 years ago, the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy at Kings Point, New York, was preparing to become the first 
Federal service academy to grant diplomas to women. The women who 
have since graduated from our service academies contribute signifi­
cantly to our Nation's economic and military strength. 

Today, America's merchant ships continue to provide jobs and eco­
nomic benefits for America. The men and women who sail those ships 
and who serve in supporting industries are prepared to support the Na­
tion in times of crisis. I ask all Americans to join me in saluting them 
on National Maritime Day, 1993. 

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. merchant marine, the Con­
gress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated May 
22 of each year as "National Maritime Day" and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue annually a proclamation calling for its 
appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 1993, as National Mari­
time Day. I urge the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities and by display­
ing the flag of the United States at their homes and other suitable 
places. I also request that all ships sailing under the American flag 
dress ship on that day. 



107 STAT. 2664 PROCLAMATION 6565—MAY 25, 1993 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and seventeenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6565 of May 25,1993 

Older Americans Month, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks the 30th anniversary of Older Americans Month—a 
time when we, as a Nation, honor our elder citizens and recognize the 
many contributions they have made to our country. 

Older Americans, having witnessed many of our Nation's historic mile­
stones, are embodiments of 20th century American history. Many lived 
through the tr3dng times of the Great War, the Depression, and the Sec­
ond World War. With younger generations, older Americans shared the 
anguish of the Cold War and helped their more youthful countrymen 
get through this difficult period. 

Older Americans provide us with the experience, knowledge, and lead­
ership that are needed to help our Nation ply the difficult waters of 
the present. Through their experience with adversity, older Americans 
understand the critical need for shared sacrifice in meeting the chal­
lenges we face. Their wisdom provides us with a valuable perspective 
on how we must reorient our society toward investment in the future. 
Working in a variety of roles, as volimteers and employees, millions 
of older Americans continue to give their commimities the fruits of 
their labor. 

Today's older Americans are the best educated, most well-informed 
generation of elders our Nation has ever produced. The challenges they 
have met—and met successfully—^have enabled them to make a con­
tinuing contribution with wisdom and understanding. We can see this 
not only in our families, as a new wave of responsible grandparenting 
helps ensiu^ the future of oiu* children, but also in our commimities, 
which benefit from the experience and leadership of older Americans 
who volunteer their talent and time in fields ranging from business 
management to the arts. 

While we salute the continuing contribution of older Americans, we 
also acknowledge our debt and responsibility to them. We renew oiu: 
commitment to preserving for them the quality of life they deserve. We 
will safeguard their economic security not only through preserving the 
Social Seciuity system but also by strengthening our Nation's overall 
economic performance. We will provide the leadership that will help 
our elders remain independent members of the community for as long 
as possible. We will supply that help in the neighborhoods where they 
live—^through the kinds of social and supportive services made pos­
sible th rou^ the Older Americans Act and other programs. And we 
can help ease the suffering and worry caused by increased medical ex­
penses through enacting a national program of health care reform. 
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