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Proclamation 6624 of November 16,1993 -

National Farm-City Week, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The efficiency with which a nation produces and distributes its agri-
cultiu-al products largely determines the vitality, health, well-being, 
and economic strength of that nation. One of oiu* Nation's great 
strengths is the tremendous productivity of its agricultural sector. The 
food and fiber that grow on our country's farms feed us, sustain us, 
and allow oiu* Nation to thrive. 

More than 20 million Americans—from farms to cities—are engaged in 
producing, processing, and marketing our agricultural supplies. They 
are a highly efficient team made up of farm families, people in rural 
commimities, agribusiness industries, scientists, and retail distributors. 
This farm-city team is the most productive and effective in the world, 
demonstrating the strength and interdependence of our farms, rural 
areas, and cities in our economic system. 

This remarkable farm-city system provides oiu* people with produce for 
the smallest portion of consumers' average disposable income of any 
Nation. As consumers, we can use the remaining, much larger portion 
of our incomes for other goods, services, education, recreation, and 
comforts. This adds greatly to our choices in life and to our well-being, 
making us a more diversified, well-served people. 

In addition, this farm-city team produces enough food in siuplus of our 
own needs to enable the United States to be the breadbasket of the 
world, exporting more agricultiu-al products than any other country. 
Each $1 billion of farm exports provides an additional $1.4 bilhon of 
off-farm economic activity and provides jobs for about 22,000 people 
on farms and in small towns and cities. Our highly competitive agri
cultural exports also provide the largest positive balance of trade of 
any U.S. industry. This, too, adds to our opportunities, our well-being, 
and the vitality of our economy. 

Our agricultural team's unmatched productivity also makes it possible 
for the United States to carry out its international role as a world lead
er. As a strong, concerned Nation, with abundant agricultural reserves, 
the United States is the world's No. 1 donor of food aid in response 
to the needs of distressed people in other nations. 

We all are indebted to the performance of the United States agricul
tural team. Each year since 1956, the Nation has set aside the week 
ending on Thanksgiving Day as "National Farm-City Week" to pay trib
ute to the people who put food on our tables and to give prayerful 
thanks for our individual blessings and the blessings of the United 
States of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
of November 19-25, 1993, as National Farm-City Week. I encourage all 
Americans, in rural and urban commimities alike, to join in recogniz
ing the accomplishments of our farmers and all those hardworking in-
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dividuals who cooperate in producing the abimdance of agricultural 
goods that strengthen and enrich the United States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two himdred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6625 of November 17,1993 

Thanksgiving Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
From the beginnings of our Nation, we have sought to recognize the 
providence and mercy of God with words and acts of gratitude, indeed 
with effort and energy toward helping others wherever need occurred. 
In the colorful days and weeks when the autimin of the year brings 
ripe and fruitful harvest across our land, Americans give thanks for 
many blessings. It is a time of bounty and generosity, a time to come 
toge&er in peace. 

This is the true spirit of Thanksgiving: acknowledging God's gracious-
ness, and in response, reaching out in service to others. This spirit was 
apparent in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1621, when Pilgrim immi
grants sat down with Native Americans and celebrated their common 
harvest. 

This same spirit of Thanksgiving inspires our great Nation and our 
people to act with justice and concern toward all the peoples of the 
world and toward one another here at home. We are grateful for the 
dramatic progress made towards a comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East and for the Agreement signed in our United States; we are thank
ful for the relief efforts that our Nation and others have undertaken 
where natural disasters have struck immercifully. 

Still, in this final decade of the twentieth century, we face great chal
lenges. The troubled areas of our world continue to challenge our abil
ity to find peaceful and equitable solutions. On this Thanksgiving Day, 
the hospitality and harmony of loved ones, friends, and neighbors, re
mind each of us that we belong to the larger family of mankind. 

As we gather together during this sacred and cherished time, let us 
pledge to build a new America where everyone will have a place at 
the table, and no one will be left out. In this way we will truly main
tain the spirit of Thanksgiving that has enriched our country since its 
beginnings. While recognizing the importance of individual respon
sibility, we will continue to place the strength and benevolence of this 
great Nation at the service of all its people, indeed of all the peoples 
of the earth. Then, in these richer years, we will reap a true and fruit
ful harvest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
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