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Proclamation 6697 of May 30,1994 

D-Day National Remembrance Day and Time for the 
National Observance of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
ofWorld Warll, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Fifty years ago on June 6, 1944, the largest armada of land, sea, and 
air forces ever assembled embarked on a great crusade across the Eng­
lish Channel to free the European continent of a tyranny that had taken 
hold and threatened to strangle the very freedoms we cherish most. 
Over 5,000 ships and 10,000 aircraft carried more than 130,000 sol­
diers, sailors, and airmen from the United States, Great Britain, Can­
ada, Poland, France, Norway, the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, New 
Zealand, Australia, Luxembourg, and Belgium to the shores of Nor­
mandy. More than 9,000 Americans never returned. 

D-Day was considered crucial not only by the Allies, but also by the 
Axis powers. Field Marshall Irwin Rommel, commander of the enemy 
forces in the area, dubbed the first 24 hours as "The Longest Day," re­
ferring to the fact that if the Allies were successful in establishing a 
beachhead, many more units would follow, overwhelming the enemy 
in the West. However, for the Allied forces, June 6, 1944, was truly 
"The Longest Day" for a different reason. For the men who landed on 
the beaches that fateful day, each minute of combat was like an eter­
nity as they were continuously bombarded by the unyielding Nazi 
forces. 

But the enemy was unsuccessful, as the Allied forces had more than 
just their will to win urging them on. As defenders of justice, they 
were driven by the desire to restore the peace and freedom that the 
Nazi occupation had denied to millions of people. Anne Frank wrote 
of the impending invasion in her diary: 

"It's no exaggeration to say that all Amsterdam, all Holland, yes 
the whole west coast of Europe, right down to Spain, talks about 
the invasion day and night, debates about it, and makes bets on it 
and—hopes . . . . The best part of the invasion is that I have the 
feeling that friends are approaching. We have been oppressed by 
those terrible Nazis for so long, they have their knives at our 
throats, that the thought of friends and delivery fills me with con­
fidence." 

For Anne Frank, that deliverance never came, for she died in a con­
centration camp just months before the end of the war. But millions 
of others were delivered from oppression and fear. Those who landed 
on the beaches of Normandy, not only on D-Day but also throughout 
the rest of the war, were responsible for the liberation of many of the 
concentration camps as well as cities, towns, and villages throughout 
Europe that had suffered for so many years. 

Thus, 1944 was a year of triumphs and sorrows. The Allies made great 
advances in bringing liberty to millions, while families and friends on 
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the home front, faced with the knowledge that many of their loved 
ones would not return, continued to build the "Arsenal of Democracy" 

It is to those millions of American men and women, veterans and civil­
ians, those who came home from the war and those who made the ulti­
mate sacrifice that we say "a grateful Nation remembers." We must 
never forget the high price paid by the valiant to ensure the freedoms 
of the many. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 303, has designated June 6, 
1994, as "D-Day National Remembrance Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 6, 
1994, as D-Day National Remembrance Day, and May 30, 1994, through 
June 6, 1994, as a Time for the National Observance of the Fiftieth An­
niversary of World War II. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
period with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6698 of May 31,1994 

National Women in Agriculture Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of An^erica 
A Proclamation 
Few images are more traditionally American than the vast geometric 
tapestry of plowed fields and lush crops that carpet our country. Since 
our Nation's founding, farms have defined both the topography of our 
land and the steadfastness of our national character. Farm families take 
particular pride in knowing that women—as field workers and finan­
cial managers, as mothers and homemakers—have been a vital, driving 
force in sustaining this essential enterprise from its beginnings. 

Today, American agriculture encompasses far more than a quiet pic­
ture of pastoral beauty. Our Nation's farmers grow the food that feeds 
the world. Merging old-fashioned know-how with the latest innova­
tions in production technology, farmers across the United States work 
to ensure that our markets are filled with low-cost, high-quality goods. 
With wise leadership and firm support, women in their myriad roles 
in our agriculture industry reflect the proud American commitment to 
excellence. 

As we celebrate National Women in Agriculture Day 1994, we recog­
nize new ways in which women's energy and determination are help­
ing to keep our agricultural system strong. Whether in investigating the 
ecosystem of a Brazilian rain forest or in exploring new opportunities 
in international trade, women are working to enhance efficiency and 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-10-16T10:21:03-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




