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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6713 of August 9, 1994
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1994

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Growth and development in the minority business community are cru-
cial to the social fabric, as well as to the overall economy, of this Na-
tion. While racial and ethnic minorities constitute over 26 percent of
the total U.S. population—a proportion that is constantly growing—mi-
nority citizens continue to be underrepresented in commerce and in-

dustry.

This lack of representation results in losses of opportunities and in
losses to the American economy. This can and must be rectified. Every
individual has a contribution to make and deserves to participate fully
in the public and private sectors of the United States, without regard
to racial or ethnic origin.

Minority business development is an essential element in helping to
enable every American to become a full participant in the economic
life of our country. Minority entrepreneurs often face tremendous odds
on the road to success. However, the assistance and encouragement of
our Government is available to all of our citizens. This includes up-
to-date information regarding market opportunities, increased capital
for business expansion, advice and experience in business manage-
ment, and recognition of the quality goods and services minority-
owned firms can provide.

Commerce in America is at a watershed: to achieve economic security,
we must eliminate old ways of doing business and initiate practices
that are inclusive. Discriminatory and exclusionary practices have no
place in our Nation. Ours has always been a society comprised of mi-
norities; diversity is our strength. And everyone must be included in
this country’s economic team.

We are definitely on the right track, as the economic policies of this
Administration have already resulted in renewed economic growth that
has generated 3.5 million new private-sector jobs for our citizens. And
with the unemployment rates of our minority citizens showing im-
provement as well, this means we are producing more jobs for those
Americans who have too often been excluded from the mainstream of
our society. But more remains to be done, and we will need to look
to minority businesspeople to become a cornerstone of an urban renais-
sance, creating even more jobs where we most need them. Minority
business development is one place where a small investment can yield
tremendous dividends.
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Minority Enterprise Development Week highlights the benefits of com-
mercial and economic expansion for minorities and offers us an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the growing number of successful minority en-
trepreneurs and to pledge support for continued growth.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and lews of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week
of October 9 through October 15, 1994, as “Minority Enterprise Devel-
opment Week."” I call on the people of the United States to recognize
the contributions that minority-owned businesses make to the well-
being of this Nation and to observe this occasion with appropriate cere-
monies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6714 of August 17, 1994

To Amend the Generalized System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended (“Trade Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), and having due re-
gard for the eligibility criteria set forth therein, I have determined that
it is appropriate to designate Belarus and Uzbekistan as beneficiary de-
veloping countries for purposes of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (“GSP”).

2. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes the Presi-
dent to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(“HTS") the substance of the provisions of that Act, and of other acts
affecting import treatment, and actions thereunder.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, including but not limited
to sections 501 and 604 of the Trade Act, do proclaim that:

(1) General note 4(a) to the HTS, listing those countries whose prod-
ucts are eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified by inserting
“Belarus” and “Uzbekistan"” in alphabetical order in the enumeration
of independent countries.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders
inconsistent with the provisions of this proclamation are hereby super-
seded to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3) The modifications to the HTS made by paragraph (1) of this proc-
lamation shall be effective with respect to articles that are: (i) imported
on or after January 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after 15 days after the date of publication
of this proclamation in the Federal Register.
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