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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and nineteenth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6731 of October 4, 1994
German-American Day, 1994

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In a joyous celebration at Germany’s Brandenburg Gate just 3 months
ago, the United States and Germany proudly welcomed and affirmed
the new era of trans-Atlantic cooperation between our nations. To-
gether, our countries are working to support democratic and market re-
forms that promise greater prosperity and security for Europeans, as
well as for their American friends and allies. And our citizens look for-
ward to the future of this partnership with unprecedented optimism
and confidence.

For this important covenant, history has meaningful precedent. In the
first days after the signing of America’s Declaration of Independence
in 1776, a prominent firm in Philadelphia translated and published the
Declaration’s text in German. That decision reflected the significant
number of German-American colonists whose involvement in our
struggle for freedom helped to fashion our democratic system. The Dec-
laration’s publication in German was intended to spread the word of
independence to the courageous German colonists, who shared an
abiding love of liberty—if not yet a language—with their English-speak-
ing compatriots. The leaders of the revolution recognized the integral
importance of the German population, and Germans were proud to
play a central role in the birth of American democracy.

Germans who already had settled in the colonies and others who came
to fight in the War for Independence, such as Baron von Steuben,
aided significantly in ensuring the American triumph. The translated
version of the Declaration of Independence is a lasting symbol both of
the depth of the American-German friendship and of Germans’ extraor-
dinary intellectual and material contributions to the birth of represent-
ative government in the United States. In the nearly 220 years since
that great victory, generations of German Americans have remained ac-
tive and invaluable participants in the American experiment. Today,
more citizens of the United States can claim German ancestry than that
of any other ethnic group. Inspired by two centuries of shared freedom,
German Americans throughout the land are helping to lead our Nation
toward a future as bright as our past—a future of growing understand-
ing and certain peace,

To honor today’s stewards of the rich German-American heritage, the
Congress, by Public Law 103-100, has designated October 6, 1994, as
“German-American Day"” and has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this day.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 6, 1994, as German-
American Day, in appreciation of the countless contributions that peo-
ple of German descent have made to our Nation’s liberty, democracy,
and prosperity.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6732 of October 5, 1994
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 1994

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

October 11 marks the anniversary of the death of a true hero of human-
ity. General Casimir Pulaski fought for the cause of freedom on two
continents, determined to realize the ideal of self-determination for
every individual. Each year, Americans pause to honor this man,
whose life and death represent a commitment to democracy that holds
an invaluable lesson for all of us.

The proud history of Poland contains chapter upon chapter reflecting
the virtues of courage, honor, and sacrifice. Pulaski, a loyal son of Po-
land, wrote a glorious page in that lengthy book. His life is a testament
to humanity’s inextinguishable desire for liberty and to our willingness
to sacrifice all to defend, or to recapture, that sacred blessing. His
death reminds us that the cost of liberty is often h;fh Pulaski well un-
derstood that price and was willing to pay it if only for the chance of
extending to all people the noble mandates of democracy and human
dignity.

As a freedom fighter in Poland, Pulaski's dedication to the pursuit of
liberty led him to defend the rights of the embattled American colo-
nists in our Nation’s War of Independence. Combining his military ex-
pertise, his undying thirst for justice, and his indomitable courage, Pu-
laski served with extraordinary valor in the cavalry of the Continental
Army, And 215 years ago, during the siege of Savannah, General Pu-
lasll:i1 gase his life so that our country might prevail in its quest for na-
tionhood.

Thanks to the selflessness and strength of men and women who, like
General Pulaski, refused to let seemingly hopeless odds deter them in
their struggle for freedom, we celebrate the possibilities for peace in a
hopeful new era of social change. The ideals for which Pulaski fought
and died are sweeping the globe. Poland itself is free, at peace, and in-
creasingly prosperous. Thanks in no small measure to the efforts of
General Pulaski's modern-day compatriots, Europe is united in liberty,
and the light of democracy shines brightly around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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