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Fifty years ago on this day, American forces of World War II were 
pushing the enemy back across the European continent, Hberating hun
dreds of thousands along the way. These heroic Americans fought to 
win the peace, not just for themselves and for their Nation, but for op
pressed millions in many lands. 

The world has changed tremendously since then. Today, the inter
national role of the United States has evolved from peacemaker to 
peacekeeper. And still we call upon our Armed Forces to serve our Na
tion and to defend the cause of freedom ever3rwhere. Our men and 
women in uniform imderstand that the ideals of democracy and self-
determination are larger than any single nation. The blood of Ameri
cans spilled on battlefields from Normandy to Korea to Vietnam and 
the vigilant defense of freedom throughout the Cold War have taught 
us a lasting lesson: America can only rest secure when every individ
ual knows liberty and all nations live at peace. 

It is an extraordinary person who is willing to step in harm's way to 
protect others. Our Nation has always been blessed with an abundance 
of such men and women. We owe our veterans an inestimable debt of 
gratitude. On this day, we recognize how much they have done, and 
are doing, to make a better, safer tomorrow for all of us. 

In order that we may pay due tribute to those who have served in our 
Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103 (a)) that No
vember 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to 
honor America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, November 11, 1994, as 
"Veterans Day." I urge all Americans to honor the resolution and com
mitment of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and 
private prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local government offi
cials to display the flag of the United States and to encoiurage and par
ticipate in patriotic activities in their communities. I invite civic and 
fraternal organizations, places of worship, schools, businesses, unions, 
and the media to support this national observance with suitable com
memorative expressions and programs. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev
enth day of October, in tlie year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and nineteenth. 

^ > / ^ : -rii ' WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6751 of October 27, 1994 

Thanksgiving Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As the end of another year draws closer, we are again filled with 
thankfulness for the blessings of a fruitful land. For more than 200 
years, Americans have welcomed autumn's harvest with gratitude and 
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goodwill. On Thanksgiving Day, we set aside our daily routines to ac
knowledge the bounty and mercy of Divine Providence. With full 
hearts, we bask in the warmth of family and community gatherings, 
and we reflect on the challenge, responsibility, and privilege that are 
ours as citizens of these United States. 

It is our great fortune to live in a country of abundance and promise— 
a land of freedom for all. Still only a few generations removed from 
our Nation's founders, we continue to blaze a trail toward stability and 
justice. Aspiring to lift ourselves closer to God's grace, we remain de
termined to ease the pain of the many people who know only poverty 
and despair. Clearly, om-s is an unfinished joiu-ney. 

Our destination must be to create the means for every one of us to 
prosper, to enjoy sound education, meaningful work experience, pro
tective health care, and personal security. It is our responsibility to 
prompt the national conscience so that by fostering virtue, wisdom, 
and moral values, we rejoice in om" growth as a people. 

Our challenge is to give assistance and encouragement that are equi
table and just and that alleviate human suffering. Our responsibility is 
to nurture the processes of peace and equal human rights ever)rwhere 
with compassion and concern. And like other pioneers before us, it is 
our privilege to be able to aim toward lofty goals. 
Across this land as people gather together with loved ones to savor the 
bounty of the Thanksgiving Holiday, I invite each family, each reli
gious congregation, each community and city, to celebrate your experi
ence of the American heritage. Reach out in friendship and cooperation 
to the people of your hometown. Take responsibility for bringing har
mony and hope, peace and prosperity to all of the inhabitants of our 
world. Share the privileges of freedom and the challenge of working 
for a better world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 24, 1994, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I urge the citi
zens of this great Nation to continue this beloved tradition and to 

- ' strengthen it by gathering in their homes and places of worship to ex
press their heartfelt gratitude for the many blessings of our lives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev
enth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6752 of October 28, 1994 

The Year of Gospel Music, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A PTOclamation 
Born in the soul of America's chiu"ches. Gospel music is an integral 
part of liturgy and spirituality in parishes from Atlanta to Dallas, De-
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