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goodwill. On Thanksgiving Day, we set aside our daily routines to ac
knowledge the bounty and mercy of Divine Providence. With full 
hearts, we bask in the warmth of family and community gatherings, 
and we reflect on the challenge, responsibility, and privilege that are 
ours as citizens of these United States. 

It is our great fortune to live in a country of abundance and promise— 
a land of freedom for all. Still only a few generations removed from 
our Nation's founders, we continue to blaze a trail toward stability and 
justice. Aspiring to lift ourselves closer to God's grace, we remain de
termined to ease the pain of the many people who know only poverty 
and despair. Clearly, om-s is an unfinished joiu-ney. 

Our destination must be to create the means for every one of us to 
prosper, to enjoy sound education, meaningful work experience, pro
tective health care, and personal security. It is our responsibility to 
prompt the national conscience so that by fostering virtue, wisdom, 
and moral values, we rejoice in om" growth as a people. 

Our challenge is to give assistance and encouragement that are equi
table and just and that alleviate human suffering. Our responsibility is 
to nurture the processes of peace and equal human rights ever)rwhere 
with compassion and concern. And like other pioneers before us, it is 
our privilege to be able to aim toward lofty goals. 
Across this land as people gather together with loved ones to savor the 
bounty of the Thanksgiving Holiday, I invite each family, each reli
gious congregation, each community and city, to celebrate your experi
ence of the American heritage. Reach out in friendship and cooperation 
to the people of your hometown. Take responsibility for bringing har
mony and hope, peace and prosperity to all of the inhabitants of our 
world. Share the privileges of freedom and the challenge of working 
for a better world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 24, 1994, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I urge the citi
zens of this great Nation to continue this beloved tradition and to 

- ' strengthen it by gathering in their homes and places of worship to ex
press their heartfelt gratitude for the many blessings of our lives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev
enth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6752 of October 28, 1994 

The Year of Gospel Music, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A PTOclamation 
Born in the soul of America's chiu"ches. Gospel music is an integral 
part of liturgy and spirituality in parishes from Atlanta to Dallas, De-
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troit to Baton Rouge, the heart of New York City to the smallest ham
lets of our country. It is a music of the people, one that has provided 
hope and inspiration for generations of Americans. 

Gospel music has come to influence singers and composers of all pop
ular forms, including jazz, the blues, and soul music. The rhythm and 
expressiveness—^the very feeling—has become an important part of our 
culture and a vital part of our heritage. 

Our Nation owes a great debt of gratitude to those who preserve and 
bring to life Gospel music in our churches, in recordings, in concerts, 
and through the media. It is in our national interest to promote and 
support Gospel music so that generations to come may enjoy and ap
preciate it. In so doing, we will gain a greater understanding of the 
breadth and vitality of the human spirit and its indomitable faith as 
it is expressed through the beauty of song. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 157, has designated the year 
of 1994 as "The Year of Gospel Music" and has authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the year of 1994 as The Year 
of Gospel Music. I urge all Americans to celebrate Gospel music with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reflect on the role that 
this music has in reinvigorating and renewing our souls and our com
munities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6753 of November 3, 1994 

National Family Caregivers Week, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The number of Americans aged 65 or older is increasing steadily. In 
1992, seniors represented 12.7 percent of the U.S. population—about 
one in every eight Americans. Americans are living longer, healthier 
lives than at any other time in our history, yet one-third of older peo
ple evaluate their health as only fair or poor. About 6.1 million senior 
citizens have disabilities tliat leave them in need of regular care and 
help with their daily tasks. 

When someone we love becomes ill, has an accident, or needs assist
ance, we can all become cjiregivers at a moment's notice. Care is usu
ally provided by family members, often wives, daughters, and daugh
ters-in-law, who may sacrifice their own employment opportimities to 
bring joy and comfort into the lives of loved ones. Selflessly offering 
their energy and love to those in need, family caregivers have earned 
our heartfelt gratitude and profound respect. 
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