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Each year, America reserves the month of May to pay tribute to the 
contributions and sacrifices of older Americans and to reaffirm our 
commitment to preserving and enhancing their quaHty of life. When 
Older Americans Month was established in 1963, only 17 million liv­
ing Americans had reached their 65th birthday. About a third of older 
Americans lived in poverty, and there were few programs to meet their 
needs. But Americans were beginning to take a greater interest in their 
seniors, encouraged by President John F. Kennedy's strong leadership. 
Today, there are close to 34 million older Americans, and we are better 
addressing their needs with programs and laws—from Social Security 
to the Older Americans Act. 

The theme for Older Americans Month this year, "Aging: Generations 
of Experience," recognizes the tremendous experiences and legacy of 
past generations that we enjoy today. And this year we proudly mark 
the 30th anniversary of the Older Americans Act. Through the Act's 
programs, administered by the Administration on Aging, millions of 
older Americans receive critical home and community-based care serv­
ices that enable them to continue to live independently within their 
homes and among their loved ones and friends. 

During this Older Americans Month, several thousand delegates from 
all across America will gather in Washington, D.C., for the historic 
White House Conference on Aging. And, during this month, we pay 
tribute to om- country's older Americans and to the family members 
and volunteers who provide care for them. In addition, as we recognize 
the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, we pause to give spe­
cial recognition to our senior citizens who so valiantly fought for our 
freedoms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 1995, 
as "Older Americans Month." I call upon individual Americans, rep­
resentatives of government at all levels, businesses and communities, 
volunteers and educational institutions to appropriately acknowledge 
the contributions of all older Americans not only this month but also 
throughout the year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6797 of May 11,1995 

Mother's Day, 1995 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, Americans pause on the second Sunday of May to celebrate 
the gift of motherhood. Mother's Day reminds all of us to honor our 
mothers and to show them our love and appreciation—on this day and 
throughout the year. Whether we embrace our mothers in person or 
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hold fast to a loving memory, the strength of their spirit and the bless­
ing of their compassion stay with us for a lifetime. 

Americans' vitality as a people flows from the health of our families. 
The heart and soul of our national life, mothers rise each day to take 
on myriad tasks, from driving a carpool to directing a city council. 
They are an anchor to generations past and a bridge to the world of 
the future. Meeting the challenge of motherhood is one of society's 
greatest responsibilities, and those who do this work every day do a 
service to all humanity. 

Whether biological, foster, or adoptive, mothers have a unique ability 
to caution and care for their children and to instill in them the values 
of honesty, respect, and faith. As role models for their children, moth­
ers show by example the infinite possibilities of life. 

No matter our age, our mothers are ready to understand, to love, and 
to listen. We best observe this special day by living our lives to reflect 
the love they have given us and by teaching our children to hope for 
a brighter tomorrow. 

To honor all mothers and their special place in our hearts, the Con­
gress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has 
designated the second Sunday in May each year as "Mother's Day" and 
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, May 14, 1995, as 
"Mother's Day." I urge all Americans to consider how much mothers 
have contributed to the well-being of our Nation. I call upon our citi­
zens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6798 of May 11,1995 

National Safe Boating Week, 1995 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Recreational boating has become one of this Nation's most popular lei­
sure-time activities. It is estimated that in 1995, more than 76 million 
Americans will enjoy our country's scenic waterways, engaging in pas­
times from fishing and cruising to waterskiing, sailing, and sightseeing. 
Most Americans will act responsibly in these activities, ensuring the 
safety of their families and friends. Yet much work remains to be done 
if we are to make boating safe for all of us. 

Studies indicate that in more than 85 percent of the fully documented 
recreational boating fatalities, the victim was not wearing any type of 
life jacket. This tragic statistic highlights a simple fact: personal flota-
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