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cans to observe Flag Day, June 14, and Flag Week by flying the Stars
and Stripes from their homes and other suitable places.

I also call upon the American peaple to observe with pride and all due
ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independence Day, also
set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor America
and to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities and to
publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States
of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6809 of June 12, 1995
Father’s Day, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As children finish the school year and families begin to enjoy the long
days of summer, Americans across the country reach out to their fa-
thers in thanks. Every year, Father’s Day gives us a chance to spend
time with our families and to honor the bond between parent and
child. It is a moment for dads to find joy in the blessings that father-
hood brings. And it is a day for remembering that children can grow
up immeasurably stronger with the gift of a father’s love.

The most fortunate among us can claim warm memories of our fathers’
lessons—times when dads can be models of energy and patience.
Whether encouraging their children in taking their first steps, riding a
bike or meeting other challenges in life, fathers teach us the impor-
tance of balance and stand behind us until we’re steady. Through the
scrapes and self-doubts that every young person confronts, fathers can
be our role models and heroes, soothing childhood fears and instilling
the steady values of hard work and fair play. They are our guidance
counselors and our best friends. Their faith inspires us to try again
when we fail and fills us with pride when we succeed. As coaches and
caregivers, teachers and workers, fathers who make parenthood a prior-
ity earn their families’ lasting respect.

We Americans rely on our fathers for courage and compassion, and the
security of having them with us gives us confidence in all of our en-
deavors. On this special day, let America’s sons and daughters show
their fathers that they care. Let us continue to strive for a world in
which every child grows up safe—a world in which every child knows
that though they may feel sometimes unsteady, their fathers are behind
them always.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress
approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday,
June 18, 1995, as “Father’s Day.” I invite the States, communities, and
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citizens of the United States to observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities that demonstrate our deep appreciation and af-
fection for our fathers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6810 of July 17, 1995
Captive Nations Week, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we mark the 36th observance of “Captive Nations Week,” Ameri-
cans reflect on the sorrow of peoples throughout the world who are
physically and spiritually oppressed by their governments. In our
hearts, we know that the ongoing struggle for individual liberty is part
of a larger cause—an international quest for true peace. Recent years
have seen great progress in the global march toward freedom. But far
too many of humanity’s children still live in fear.

Our commemoration of this week reflects the concern of Americans
for all of those in need. Having sustained the promise of democracy
for more than 200 years, we understand its many blessings and its pro-
found importance in the world. While we celebrate the triumph of
democratic governments in nations around the globe, we stay bound to
those who remain prisoners of violence, poverty, and prejudice. As
beneficiaries of freedom’s power, we must champion their struggle,
promoting respect for human dignity everywhere on Earth.

Stripped of fundamental personal rights and barred from realizing their
political voice, the captive citizens of authoritarian regimes share our
people’s dreams of happiness. Today, in nations of the former Soviet
bloc and from Asia to Africa to Latin America, our new democratic
friends are acting on their hopes for opportunity and prosperity, rec-
ognizing that respect for individual freedom is the key to internal and
international stability. America plays a vital role in this process of
growth and change. As President John F. Kennedy said years ago, our
“historic task in this embattled age is not merely to defend freedom.
It is to extend its writ and strengthen its covenant.” We Americans
have an enormous stake in the fate of captive nations. Their future is
no less than our greatest hope for peace.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat.
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week in July of each year as “Captive Na-
tions Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 16 through July 22, 1995,
as Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities, re-
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