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dren are properly supported. In February of this year, I signed an Exec-
utive order requiring Federal agencies to cooperate fully with measures
to establish and enforce child support orders and to inform employees
of how they can meet their support obligations. Additionally, we are
encouraging State and local governments to develop innovative ap-
proaches to helping families cope with child support issues, and the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has begun to restruc-
ture and strengthen its partnerships with State child support agencies.

This month we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Child Support En-
forcement Program at HHS. This program—at the Federal, State, and
local levels—has been instrumental in giving hope and support to
America’s children while fostering strong families and responsible
parenting. Through their efforts, over 5.1 million children now have a
legally recognized father; more than 11.7 million children with a par-
ent living outside of their homes have a legal right to the financial sup-
port of that parent; and over $72.5 billion has been provided for chil-
dren by their noncustodial parents.

But for all that we have accomplished, we still have much to do. By
ensuring the enactment and implementation of my Administration’s
strong child support enforcement proposals, we will send a clear signal
to our citizens that they should not have children until they are pre-
pared to care for them. Those who do bring children into the world
must bear the responsibility of supporting them. We must rededicate
ourselves to the task of putting these youngest and most vulnerable of
our citizens first.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August
1995, as “‘National Child Support Awareness Month.” I call upon the
citizens of the United States to observe this month with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6815 of August 7, 1995
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For citizens throughout the Nation, entrepreneurship is a proven gate-
way to economic empowerment. At its best, our free enterprise system
works to ensure that all of our citizens have the opportunity to contrib-
ute fully to America’s economic growth and to benefit fully from our
economy’s success. However, the road to entrepreneurial achievement
is seldom easy. Those who undertake the journey must be talented, de-
termined, and brave. But America has a history of rewarding risk-tak-
ers, and there is much to be gained in the attempt.
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If this country is to continue to prosper in the years ahead, we must
hold fast to the promise of minority enterprise development. Business
growth in our minority communities creates wealth, encourages self-
sufficiency, and generates jobs where they are needed. My Administra-
tion is working hard to strengthen all of our Nation's businesses, open-
ing new domestic and international markets, stimulating the efficient
use of developed but underutilized land in older cities and towns, and
reducing the cost of borrowing for business start-ups and expansions.
These innovative efforts are making an impact, and people throughout
America are stepping forward to take advantage of the possibilities of
investment.

This week plays an important part in our work to promote the growth
of the minority business community. As we recognize America’s out-
standing minority business men and women, we honor their accom-
plishments and help spur them on to greater heights. Highlighting their
success, this occasion touches even those who have not yet dreamed
of starting their own businesses. We are all inspired by the example
our entrepreneurs have set.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
24 through September 30, 1995, as “Minority Enterprise Development
Week.” I call on all Americans to commemorate this event with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities, joining together to recognize the con-
tributions that minority entrepreneurs make every day to our national
economic security.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6816 of August 16, 1995
Women’s Equality Day, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Seventy-five years ago this Nation took a great step forward by ratifying
the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. Twenty-eight simple words—
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex”—
brought to a triumphant conclusion the long decades of struggle waged
by generations of suffragists. Looking back from the vantage point of
the present, when the contributions and influence of women enrich
every facet of our national life, it seems remarkable that as recently as
1920 most American women were still denied their right to full partici-
pation in the political activity of this country. Our history continues
to remind us that humanity’s age-old enemies of ignorance and preju-
dice are not easily defeated.
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