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Proclamation 6861 of January 12, 1996
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our country’s motto, “E Pluribus Unum”—out of many, we are one—
charges us to find common values among our varied experience and
to forge a national identity out of our extraordinary diversity. Our great
leaders have been defined not only by their actions, but also by their
ability to inspire people toward a unity of purpose. Today we honor
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who focused attention on the segregation
that poisoned our society and whose example moved our Nation to em-
brace a new standard of openness and inclusion.

From Montgomery to Birmingham, from the Lincoln Memorial to Mem-
phis, Dr. King led us to see the great contradiction between our found-
ers’ declaration that ‘“‘all men are created equal” and the daily reality
of oppression endured by African Americans. His words have become
such a part of our moral fabric that we may forget that only a genera-
tion ago, children of different races were legally forbidden to attend the
same schools, that segregated buses and trains traveled our neighbor-
hoods, and that African Americans were often prevented from register-
ing to vote. Echoing Abraham Lincoln’s warning that a house divided
against itself cannot stand, Dr. King urged, “We must learn to live to-
gether as brothers, or we will perish as fools.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for American society to truly reflect the
ideals on which it was built succeeded in galvanizing a political and
moral consensus that led to legislation guaranteeing all our citizens the
right to vote, to obtain housing, to enter places of public accommoda-
tion, and to participate in all aspects of American life without regard
to race, gender, background, or belief.

But despite the great accomplishments of the Civil Rights Movement,
we have not yet torn down every obstacle to equality. Too many of our
cities are still racially segregated, and remaining barriers to education
and opportunity have caused an array of social problems that dis-
proportionately affect African Americans. As a result, blacks and
whites often see the world in strikingly different ways and too often
view each other through a lens of mistrust or fear.

Today we face a choice between the dream of racial harmony that Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., described and a deepening of the rift that divides
the races in America. We must have the faith and wisdom that Dr.
King preached and the convictions he lived by if we are to make this
a time for healing and progress—and each of us must play a role. For
only by sitting down with our neighbors in the workplace and class-
room, reaching across racial lines in our places of worship and com-
munity centers, and examining our own most deep-seated beliefs, can
we have the honest conversations that will enable us to understand the
different ways we each experience the challenges of modern life. This
is the peaceful process of reconciliation that Dr. King fought and died
for, and we must do all we can to live and teach his lesson.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 15,
1996, as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe this occasion with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6862 of January 12, 1996
Religious Freedom Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On this day over 200 years ago, Virginia’s General Assembly passed a
law that created the first legal protection for religious freedom in this
country. Introducing his bill to the Virginia Assembly, Thomas Jeffer-
son stated that he was not creating a new right confined simply to the
State of Virginia or to the United States, but rather declared religious
liberty to be one of the ‘“natural rights of mankind” that should be
shared by all people. Jefferson’s language was shepherded through the
legislature by James Madison, who later used it as a model for the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution.

Americans have long benefited from our founders’ wisdom, and the
Constitution’s twin pillars of religious liberty—its protection of the free
exercise of religion and its ban on the establishment of religion by the
Government—have allowed an enormous diversity of spiritual beliefs
to thrive throughout our country. Today, more than 250,000 churches,
synagogues, mosques, meeting houses, and other places of worship
serve to bring citizens together, strengthening families and helping
communities to keep their faith traditions alive. We must continue to
ensure full protection for religious liberty and help people of different
faiths to find common ground.

Our Nation’s profound commitment to religious freedom reminds us
that many people around the world lack the safeguard of law to protect
them from prejudice and persecution. We deplore the religious intoler-
ance that too often tears neighbor from neighbor, and we must remain
an international advocate for the ideal of human brotherhood and sis-
terhood and for the basic rights that sustain human dignity and per-
sonal freedom. Let us pledge our support to all who struggle against
religious oppression and rededicate ourselves to fostering peace among
people with divergent beliefs so that what Americans experience as a
“natural right” may be enjoyed by individuals and societies every-
where.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16,
1996, as Religious Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-10-10T12:51:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




