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partners sponsor educational programs, raise funds, provide visitor 
services, and donate time and materials to support our great public re
sources. These partners include the Student Conservation Association, 
the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the National Trust for Historic Preser
vation, and hundreds of other interested organizations. Drawn from 
corporations, associations, and communities everywhere, over 100,000 
Americans volunteer annually to keep our park system strong. 

This year, National Park Week is dedicated to recognizing and celebrat
ing the commitment of the National Park Service and its partners to 
America's unique historical, cultural, and natural heritage. I urge all 
the people of the United States to learn more about our national parks, 
the programs available in their communities, and to seek out opportu
nities to become a national park partner. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 22 
through April 28, 1996, as National Park Week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6871 of March 11, 1996 

National Poison Prevention Week, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As we recognize National Poison Prevention Week, we can be proud 
of the 35 years of public health efforts that have dramatically reduced 
the number of childhood deaths caused by poisoning. Measures such 
as child-resistant packaging and the lifesaving work of poison preven
tion experts have raised awareness of this important issue and given 
families and caregivers strategies to safeguard young people from harm. 

Nevertheless, the American Association of Poison Control Centers esti
mates that over one million children each year are exposed to poten
tially toxic household materials. The Poison Prevention Week Council, 
a coalition of 38 national organizations dedicated to ending this threat, 
distributes valuable information to poison control centers, pharmacies, 
public health departments, and others to aid community poison pre
vention efforts. In addition, the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
has long required child-resistant packaging for a number of medicines 
and household chemicals. The recent development of such packaging 
that is easier for adults to open will mean more conscientious use of 
hazardous products and a decreased risk of accidental poisoning. 

This week and throughout the year, we must remember that small safe
ty measures—such as using child-resistant packaging correctly and 
keeping harmful substances locked away from children—can save 
lives. And if a poisoning occurs, a poison control center can offer 
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emergency intervention. By keeping these simple measures in mind, 
we can better protect our children and make home safety a routine part 
of our daily lives. 

To encourage the American people to learn more about the dangers of 
accidental poisoning and to take preventive steps, the Congress, by 
Public Law 87-319 (75 Stat. 681), has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation designating the third week of March 
of each year as "National Poison Prevention Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 17 through March 23, 
1996, as National Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this week by participating in appropriate ceremonies, activi
ties, and educational programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6872 of March 19, 1996 

Women's History Month, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

It is impossible to fully appreciate America's proud history without 
recognizing the extraordinary contributions that women have made to 
our country since its founding. Women's History Month provides an 
opportunity to celebrate the countless women who have enriched our 
Nation and to ensure that their achievements—in homes and busi
nesses, schools and hospitals, courtrooms and statehouses—will al
ways be remembered. 

We have come a long way since Abigail Adams asked her husband 
John to "remember the ladies" when drafting the Constitution, and we 
recognize that women not only have broadened and reshaped the path 
laid by our Founding Fathers, but also have made new avenues toward 
progress and justice. Female workers filled the textile mills that drove 
the Industrial Revolution. Women like Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells-
Barnett, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton fought tirelessly for suffrage and 
women's rights. Jane Addams founded America's first settlement house 
for poor immigrants and established social work as a new and re
spected field. And farm and migrant laborers across the country gained 
the leadership of Dolores Huerta when she joined the newly created 
United Farm Workers Union. 

Indeed, there is no aspect of our history left untouched by women— 
from the first published American poet, Anne Bradstreet; to Sacajawea, 
Lewis and Clark's interpreter and guide; to Harriet Tubman, heroine of 
the Underground Railroad; to Margaret Mead, who revolutionized the 
study of anthropology. Writers and artists such as Laura Ingalls Wilder, 
Mary Cassatt, Beverly Sills, Amy Tan, and Martha Graham have cap-
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