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NOW, THEREFORE I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14,
1996, as Pan American Day and April 14 through April 20, 1996, as
Pan American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of all other
areas under the flag of the United States to honor these observances
with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6885 of April 17, 1996
National Volunteer Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The history of America is a history of volunteerism. Our people have
always worked together to resolve concerns, to fight injustice, to re-
build communities, and to comfort those in need. And though some re-
gard today’s society with cynicism and doubt, we need only look to
the more than 89.2 million volunteers who work tirelessly throughout
the year to see that we are still a people who care for one another and
who daily seek positive change by reaching out to others.

We owe a great debt to the many volunteers who work to stem the
tides of poverty, hunger, homelessness, crime, and abuse. Examples of
unsung heroes exist in every neighborhood—a mother starts an after-
school program in her garage to tutor young people in a crime-ridden
area; a group of teenagers takes youngsters from a local shelter to the
movies or a cultural event a few times a month; an elderly man looks
after his neighbor’s children so that she can run errands; a family
makes regular visits to seniors at a local home. Citizens from all walks
of life are working together to claim our Nation’s challenges as their
own, building bridges among people and setting a powerful example
of leadership and compassion.

This week and throughout the year, let us salute all those who devote
their time, their talents, and sometimes even their lives to the better-
ment of our communities. And let us recognize organizations like the
Corporation for National and Community Service and the Points of
Light Foundation that foster the spirit of service across America. In
partnership with government, schools, and religious communities,
these caring individuals and groups are expanding and encouraging the
great American legacy of volunteerism,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 21
through April 27, 1996, as National Volunteer Week. I call upon all
Americans to observe this week with appropriate programs, cere-
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monies, and activities to express appreciation for volunteers and to en-
courage volunteer activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6886 of April 19, 1996

National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Thousands of lives have been saved by the miracle of organ and tissue
transplantation, a medical procedure made possible only by the ex-
traordinary generosity of those who agree to donate and the profound
compassion of their loved ones. Recipients are often able to resume
normal lives after their transplants, working and caring for their fami-
lies, and many children are in school today due to a donated liver or
bone marrow. Still, the need for organs far exceeds the number do-
nated, and many Americans wait—and some will die waiting—for suit-
able organs or tissues to become available.

Although our Nation has a potentially adequate supply of organs and
tissues, there are more than 45,000 patients on the national transplant
waiting list, and some 2,000 new names are added each month. We
must educate all Americans about transplantation and its successes
and raise public awareness of the urgent need for increased donation.
All of our citizens should know that by completing a donor card and
carrying it, and particularly by making family members aware of the
wish to donate, they may save the health, or even the life, of someone
in need.

Americans are a caring people, and our Nation’s citizens have always
reached out to one another in times of trouble. Organ donation is a
unique example of that spirit of giving, and many who have lost loved
ones have found comfort in knowing that their loss means the promise
of life for others. This week and throughout the year, let us recognize
the advances made in organ and tissue transplant techniques, honor
those who have already pledged their organs, and encourage people to
make the life-giving decision to donate.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 21
through April 27, 1996, as National Organ and Tissue Donor Aware-
ness Week. I call upon health care professionals, educators, the media,
public and private organizations concerned with organ donation and
transplantation, and all the people of the United States to observe this
week with appropriate activities and programs that promote organ do-
nation and invite new donors to get involved.
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