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ductions in feed grain supplies and severe hardship to livestock pro­
ducers; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I. WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and the laws of the United States, including sections 201 and 
301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) and sec­
tion 813 of the Agricultural Act of 1970 (7 U.S.C. 1427a) (the "Act"), 
do hereby find and proclaim that the extended drought in the South­
west and other natural disasters in other feed grain areas of the United 
States have resulted in a state of emergency and that the state of emer­
gency warrants the release of the reserve established pursuant to sec­
tion 813(a) of the Act (7 U.S.C. 1427a(a)). Accordingly, I hereby declare 
that such amounts of the reserve as determined necessary by the Sec­
retary of Agriculture ("the Secretary") should be disposed of by the 
Secretary as authorized by the Act. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6908 of July 1, 1996 

A National Month of Unity, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation was founded by people who sought the right to worship 
freely, and religious liberty is enshrined in our Constitution as the 
"first freedom" granted by our Bill of Rights. The United States is now 
the most multi-ethnic, multi-religious democracy in history, and we 
must preserve this precious freedom while making the most of our di­
versity. Ours is a great and noble struggle to make our national voice 
a chorus of unity—varied by differing intonations, but carried and lift­
ed by a rich harmony. 

The recent rash of arson attacks against black churches and other 
houses of worship is a stark reminder that our work to build common 
ground is far from over and that our progress can be threatened by 
forces that tear at the very fabric of our society. It is hard to think of 
a more heinous act than the destruction of a sacred structure. The vio­
lence that charred and defaced these buildings challenges our fun­
damental right to worship in safety, and has left us grim emblems of 
the hatred and alienation that too often darken our daily experience. 

And so we must look into our hearts as America approaches the new 
century, pledging to devote our energies to reinvigorating the shared 
values that will enable us to embrace the future together. We must 
never go back to the terrible days of racial and ethnic division, nor can 
we afford to dismiss our problems by ascribing them to isolated groups 
or areas of the country. Instead, let us join hands to lighten our bur­
dens and build bridges among people and communities so that we can 
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be one America—a Nation of extraordinary possibility with oppor­
tunity, freedom, and respect for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 1996, 
as A National Month of Unity. I call upon religious leaders of all faiths 
to emphasize the need for healing and tolerance. I ask all Americans 
to join these efforts by working together to mend divisions and pro­
mote understanding; by reaching out to friends and neighbors of all 
races and faiths in a spirit of fellowship; and by seeking to strengthen, 
through words and actions, the ideals of equality and community cher­
ished by generations of Americans. In this birth month of our Nation, 
let us set an example for the world we welcome to Atlanta for the Cen­
tennial Olympic Games by rededicating ourselves to America's fun­
damental truth: E pluribus unum—from many, one. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6909 of July 18, 1996 

Captive Nations Week, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks the 38th commemoration of Captive Nations Week— 
a national expression of solidarity and support for all those around the 
globe who suffer the harshness of oppressive rule. Democracy and 
human rights have made great advances in recent years, thanks to the 
courageous efforts of determined men and women. Yet, despite these 
strides, far too many people throughout the world live without the ben­
efits of freedom. As this centiuy draws to a close, we must remember 
the millions who still live in fear and the countless children denied 
the prospect of a bright future by authoritarian regimes. 

The United States' commitment to liberty has ensured over 200 years 
of justice and individual rights for our citizens. We have worked hard 
to realize our founders' vision of independence, and we cherish our 
proud history of offering support and encouragement to others who 
share that dream. In this post-Cold War era, when ethnic, racial, and 
religious conflicts pose new challenges to the global community, we 
must honor that legacy and continue to build a future of international 
stability and peace. 

This week and throughout the year, let us rededicate ourselves to the 
promotion of liberty and universal human rights for those who suffer 
under the yoke of tyranny in other lands. The United States will con­
tinue to champion political freedom for all races, religions, creeds, and 
nationalities, pledging to keep faith with people everywhere who cher­
ish the fundamental vedues that Americans have always held dear. 
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