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with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag 
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the tv\̂ o 
hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6941 of October 14, 1996 

White Cane Safety Day, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In the summer of 1996, the remarkable display of athletic excellence 
at the Tenth Paralympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia, inspired viewers 
around the world. Athletes from across our country, including many 
who are blind or visually impaired, participated in these games. The 
tenacity and commitment to excellence that these athletes showed in 
Atlanta are rich resources for our Nation. From their performance in 
the Paralympics, and indeed from their many contributions throughout 
our Nation's history, blind and visually impaired Americans have dem
onstrated how much they have to contribute. 

Individuals with disabilities, like all people, use many tools in their 
everyday lives, some simple and some technologically sophisticated. 
The tool most commonly used by blind and visually impaired people 
is the white cane. This basic instrument enables them to detect obsta
cles, steps, drop-offs, and changes in surface textures. The independ
ence that blind and visually impaired people gain through the use of 
the white cane enriches their lives—and those of all Americans—^by al
lowing them to participate fully in and contribute generously to our so
ciety. 

Blind and visually impaired individuals make valuable contributions 
to our society and our economy. But they need more than the white 
cane to achieve their full potential; they also need equal opportunity 
and protection from discrimination. That is why we must continue to 
vigorously enforce the Americcins with Disabilities Act, which pro
hibits discrimination against blind and visually impaired people and 
those with other disabilities, and ensures them access to services that 
all other Americans take for granted. 

To honor the numerous achievements of blind and visually impaired 
individuals, and to recognize the significance of the white cane as a 
symbol of their freedom and independence in our society, the Congress 
of the United States, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
designated October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day," and 
authorized the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
commemoration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1996, as White Cane 
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Safety Day. I call upon the people of the United States, government of
ficials, educators, and business leaders to observe this day with appro
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6942 of October 17, 1996 

To Amend the Generalized System of Preferences 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. Sections 501(1) and (4) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended 
("Trade Act") (19 U.S.C. 2461(1) and (4)), provide that, in affording 
duty-free treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP), 
the President shall have due regard for, among other factors, the effect 
such action will have on furthering the economic development of a 
beneficiary developing country and the extent of the beneficiary devel
oping country's competitiveness with respect to eligible articles. Sec
tion 502(c)(2) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(c)(2)) provides that, in 
determining whether to designate any country as a beneficiary devel
oping country for purposes of the GSP, the President shall take into ac
count various factors, including the country's level of economic devel
opment, the country's per capita gross national product, the living 
standards of its inhabitants, and any other economic factors he deems 
appropriate. Section 502(d) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(d)) au
thorizes the President to withdraw, suspend, or limit the application 
of duty-fi"ee treatment under the GSP with respect to any country after 
considering the factors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the Trade 
Act. Section 502(f)(2) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)) requires 
the President to notify the Congress and the affected country, at least 
60 days before termination, of the President's intention to terminate the 
affected country's designation as a beneficiary developing country for 
purposes of the GSP. 

2. Section 502(e) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(e)) provides that the 
President shall terminate the designation of a country as a beneficiary 
developing country if the President determines that such country has 
become a "high income" country as defined by the official statistics of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Termi
nation is effective on January 1 of the second year following the year 
in which such determination is made. 

3. Section 502(c)(7) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(c)(7)) provides 
that, in determining whether to designate any country a beneficiary de
veloping country under this section, the President shall take into ac
count whether the country has taken or is taking steps to afford inter
nationally recognized worker rights to workers in the country. 

4. Section 502(a)(1) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(a)(1)) authorizes 
the President to designate countries as beneficiary developing coun-
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