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rificed on the home front. On farms and in factories, mines, and ship
yards, Americans labored around the clock to supply the food, weap
ons, and equipment needed to win the war. In our homes, schools, and 
places of worship, Americans from every walk of life prayed and 
worked together for victory. And—as a powerful testament to Ameri
ca's resilience—^battleships damaged at Pearl Harbor returned to service 
and helped break the back of the Japanese fleet. 

The generation that fought World War II came home to build new ca
reers and communities and made America the richest, freest nation in 
history. Some men and women remained in uniform, safeguarding our 
liberties and ensuring that tyranny would never again threaten our 
shores. In peace, this generation vowed never again to be unprepared 
and gave our Nation the security and progress that we have known and 
cherished for over 50 years. 

This is the precious legacy bestowed on us by the men and women of 
the World War II generation. We can best honor their deeds of courage 
and determination by maintaining their vigil in defense of freedom and 
striving, as they did, to make the world a better place for all its peo
ples. 

As we mark the 55th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, let us 
remember in prayer all those who died on that day and throughout 
World War II. Let us also honor all World War II veterans and their 
families, those who lost loved ones, and those who worked on the 
home front. Finally, let us give thanks once again for the peace and 
freedom secured by their service and their sacrifice. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103-308, has designated December 7, 
1996, as "National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 7, 1996, as National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. I urge all Americans to observe this 
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities in honor of 
the Americans who served at Pearl Harbor. I also ask all Federal de
partments and agencies, organizations, and individuals to fly the flag 
of the United States at halfstaff on this day in honor of those Ameri
cans who died as a result of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6964 of December 10, 1996 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 
Week 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When America's founders crafted the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
more than two centuries ago, they not only created a blueprint for the 
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conduct of American government, but they also gave expression to a 
vision of human dignity that inspires people to this day the world 
over. Our Nation's commitment to the freedoms enumerated in the Bill 
of Rights—among them freedom of speech, religion, and assembly, and 
the right to due process and a fair trial—serves as a beacon of hope 
to oppressed peoples everywhere. 

Americans continue to work to improve our application of equality 
under the law for all our own citizens, as we believe that freedom and 
justice are the birthright of humankind. We are also working daily to 
foster and promote the growth of these rights in other countries. In
deed, the championing of democracy and human rights serves as a cor
nerstone of my Administration's foreign policy. 

As we observe Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week, we can take satisfaction in our progress in advancing 
human rights around the world in the past decade. In fact, more than 
half the people in the world now live under democratic political sys
tems. Even in countries still struggling to establish basic human rights 
and freedoms, we are seeing some progress. And brave reformers such 
as Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma continue to press their rightful demand 
for freedom. 

It is also encouraging that, with the growth and development of the 
human rights movement, there has been greater awareness and appre
ciation that women's rights are human rights. 

Just over a year ago, representatives from 189 countries met in Beijing 
at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women. That his
toric gathering focused the attention of the world on women's rights 
and needs. Now, we are beginning to see some progress. In many coun
tries, increasing numbers of women are contesting and attaining public 
office and playing a vital role in shaping the political agenda. In Roma
nia, women gathered from around Central and Eastern Europe to pro
mote the goals of the Beijing women's conference. Thailand has passed 
a new anti-prostitution law. Women in Namibia are now afforded equal 
rights with men in marriage. Chile has made a serious commitment to 
expanding educational opportunities for girls. And in the United 
States, the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, that I 
signed into law in September of 1994, reflects our profound national 
commitment to ending abuse against women. These are just a few 
hopeful signs of improvement in global respect for women's rights, and 
it is fitting that we celebrate them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I. WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 
10, 1996, as Human Rights Day; December 15, 1996, as Bill of Rights 
Day; and the week beginning December 10, 1996, as Human Rights 
Week. I call upon the people of the United States to celebrate these ob
servances with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that 
demonstrate our national commitment to the Constitution and the pro
motion of human rights for all people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, 
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6965 of December 13, 1996 

Wright Brothers Day, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Ninety-three years ago, on a windswept North Carolina beach, air trav
el by hot air balloon and gliders gave way to American ingenuity and 
the era of powered flight. Wilbur and Orville Wright—employing inno
vations like the wind tunnel and single component testing—designed, 
built, and ultimately flew the first powered, heavier-than-air craft on 
the dunes of Kitty Hawk. Years later, Wilbur was to say of this historic 
event, "It is the complexity of the flying problem that makes it so dif
ficult. It is not . . . solved by stimibling upon a secret, but by the pa
tient accumulation of information upon a hundred different points." 
No longer would the ability to travel by air be bounded by the simple 
physics of wind and weather, but by the power of the hvunan imagina
tion. 

As we have expanded the scope of our dreams, our love of flight has 
extended our command of the sky. Today, air travel is not only the 
fastest means of transportation, but the safest as well, and the United 
States air transportation system, which continues to improve every 
year, serves as the model to which all others are compared. 

My Administration continues to work to make the skies ever safer. In
tegral to this effort has been the dedicated service of thousands of men 
and women throughout the air transportation community who strive 
daily to protect air travelers. Indeed, this month, the Vice President 
and I were pleased to announce that the major airlines have agreed to 
install fire detection systems in the cargo holds of some 3,700 airliners 
that carry the vast majority of Americans flying each year. We cannot 
make the world risk free, but we can reduce the risks we face. Working 
together, we have taken another important step to ensure the safety of 
the flying public. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Federal aid for our Nation's 
airports. Working in partnership with State and local governments, pri
vate airport operators, and the air carrier and general aviation commu
nities, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has assisted numer
ous airports with critical safety, security, and capacity projects that di
rectly benefit the American traveling public. It is particularly fitting, as 
Americans celebrate an important milestone in the history of air trans
portation, that this year also marks the beginning of important reforms 
for the FAA that recognize its vital role in advancing sound aviation 
management and development in the United States and around the 
world. 

On April 1, 1996, the FAA began transforming itself from the model 
previously mandated by law into a more effective, streamlined system, 
better designed for the challenges of the twenty-first century. In the re-
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