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Every citizen must rise to meet that challenge because America's prom-
ise of freedom and opportunity cannot truly be realized for any of us
until it is realized for every one of us. We all have an obligation to
reach out to one another—across the artificial barriers of race, gender,
religion, class, and age—so that each member of our society shares
fully in the promise of the American Dream.

In the spring of 1963, Dr. King was arrested in Birmingham, Alabama,
while protesting discrimination in public accommodations and em-
ployment. From his jail cell, he wrote of his faith that ultimately what
was good in America would prevail over fear and prejudice:

We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingham and all over
the nation, because the goal of America is freedom. Abused and
scorned though we may be, our destiny is tied up with the des-
tiny of America. . . . We will win our freedom because the sacred
heritage of our nation and the eternal will of God are embodied
in our echoing demands.

As I begin my second term as the last President of the 20th century,
I ask each American to work with me to usher in a new era of hope,
reconciliation, and fellowship among all our people—rich and poor,
young and old, and men and women of every race. I urge all Ameri-
cans to put intolerance behind us, seek common ground, and strive for
justice and community in our Nation,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by. virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday,
January 20, 1997, as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this occasion with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-first.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6968 of January 20, 1997
National Day of Hope and Renewal, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Today as we celebrate the last Presidential Inauguration of the 20th

century and raise our sights with hope and humility toward the chal-
lenges of a new age, let us together ask God's guidance and blessing.

This day marks not a personal or political victory but the triumph of
a free people who have freely chosen the course our country will take
as we prepare for the 21st century.

During the past 4 years, we have grown together as a people and as
a Nation. Touched by tragedy, strengthened by achievement, exhila-

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO



111 STAT. 2844 PROCLAMATION 6969—JAN. 27, 1997

rated by the challenges and opportunities ahead, we have come a long
way on our journey to change America’s course for the better. We have
always been a people of hope—hope that we can make tomorrow
brighter than today, hope that we can fulfill our Nation's enduring
promise of freedom and opportunity. And we have always known that,
by the grace of God and our mutual labor, we can make our hopes re-
ality.

Today, we live in an age of possibility—a moment of rich opportunity
that brings with it a deep responsibility for the future and the genera-
tions to come. We must seize this special moment with a commitment
to do right by those who will follow us in this blessed land.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose life and vision we honor today, rec-
ognized that the destiny of each American is bound to the destiny of
all Americans; that if we are to go forward, we must go forward to-
gether. So, let us pledge today to continue our national journey to-
gether. Let us reaffirm our commitment to our shared values of family
and faith, work and opportunity. And let us resolve to work together,
one Nation under God, to build a bridge of hope and renewal to a new
American century.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 20, 1997,
a National Day of Hope and Renewal, and I call upon the citizens of
this great Nation to observe this day by reflecting on their obligations
to one another and to our beloved country and by facing the future
with a spirit of hope and renewal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-first.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6969 of January 27, 1997

To Modify Application of Duty-Free Treatment of Certain
Articles Under the Generalized System of Preferences,
and for Other Purposes

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
by Public Law 104-88; 110 Stat. 1755, 1922 (“the 1974 Act”), the
President may withdraw, suspend, or limit the application of the duty-
free treatment accorded under section 501 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2461) with respect to any article. With due regard for the factors set
forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and
2462(c)), I have determined that it is appropriate to modify the applica-
tion of duty-free treatment under title V of the 1974 Act for certain arti-
cles, including certain goods previously eligible for such treatment that
the Customs Service has reclassified.
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