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Most of this loss occurs in the commercial food chain, as food travels
from farms to wholesale markets, manufacturers, supermarkets, com-
pany cafeterias, and restaurants, and much of it is recoverable. Wheth-
er it be day-old bread at a bakery or an extra pan of lasagna not served
by a restaurant or cafeteria, a significant amount of this food is per-
fectly edible and wholesome. Throwing away such food is an intoler-
able loss, because it both denies hungry Americans a vital source of
nourishment and wastes precious resources. Municipalities across the
country currently spend about $1 billion a year in tax dollars to dis-
pose of excess food.

There is a growing national movement to recover this food and distrib-
ute it to Americans in need. This movement, led by nonprofit groups
and energized by new efforts at the Department of Agriculture, is mak-
ing a noticeable difference in the amount of edible excess food that is
finding its way to hungry people rather than ending up in dumpsters.

Every sector of our society—from individuals to large institutions—can
do more to glean and recover excess food. Every person can have an
impact. Individuals can donate canned and boxed goods to food drives;
they can give their time and money to food recovery organizations;
they can even encourage the places where they work—and the busi-
nesses they patronize—to get involved in this movement.

Food recovery efforts will never replace a strong Federal safety net that
includes such critical programs as the Food Stamp Program; the Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children;
the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs; and nutri-
tion education efforts. However, extra food, provided through food re-
covery, can serve as a vital supplement to the diets of millions of
Americans in need.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 14 through Septem-
ber 20, 1997, as National Week of Food Recovery, to be held in con-
junction with the National Summit on Food Recovery. I call on all
Americans to observe this week by actively participating in and sup-
porting efforts to recover food for distribution to hungry Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-second.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7020 of September 12, 1997
National Hispanic Heritage Month, 1997

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America's promise of individual freedom and
opportunity has drawn millions upon millions of immigrants from

across the globe. As these newcomers arrived, they gradually wove
their own traditions into the tapestry of our Nation's culture and soci-
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ety. The world’s economy is becoming ever more interdependent and
competitive, and these changes and others brought on by the revolu-
tion in communication technologies are lowering many of the old bar-
riers to economic, cultural, and intellectual exchange among nations.
In this new global community, we benefit greatly from the contribu-
tions that Hispanic Americans bring to our economy and our society.

As the youngest and fastest-growing segment of our population, His-
panic Americans are an increasingly vital part of our economy. In the
first 3 years of our Administration, more than 220,000 Hispanic-Amer-
ican-owned businesses were created, and in recent years the number
of companies owned by Hispanic women, in particular, has grown at
three times the overall rate of business growth. Our citizens with roots
in South and Central America, the Caribbean, and Spain have inherited
an entrepreneurial spirit and an intense work ethic that have helped
energize the strongest American economy in a generation. The new
head of the Small Business Administration, Aida Alvarez, is a symbol
of that spirit and its importance to America. Along with Secretary of
Energy Federico Pefia, Under Secretary of Agriculture 1. Miley
Gonzales, and Ambassador Bill Richardson, the United States Rep-
resentative to the United Nations, Administrator Alvarez reflects my
Administration’s continuing commitment to bring highly qualified His-
panic Americans into the highest levels of Government.

Our Hispanic citizens also are vital to America's success in expanding
trade and developing closer ties with nations throughout the Western
Hemisphere. Sharing a rich cultural and linguistic heritage with His-
panic Americans, these nations are already among our closest trading
partners, and we hope to further expand our relationships with them
at the Summit of the Americas next March.

The contributions of Hispanic Americans to the life of our Nation are
much more than economic. Their strong commitment to family, com-
munity, and country sets a shining example for all our people. Genera-
tions of Hispanic Americans have served and sacrificed in America’s
Armed Forces to defend liberty and advance democracy throughout the
world. And Hispanic culture continues to deeply enrich our social, in-
tellectual, and artistic life.

To meet the challenges of the 21st century, we must create a society
that offers opportunity to all Americans, requires responsibility from
all Americans, and nurtures a community of all Americans. Hispanic
Americans throughout our country are working to build such a society.
To honor them for their dedication to this endeavor and for their many
contributions to our Nation and our culture, the Congress, by Public
Law 100-402, has authorized and requested the President to issue an-
nually a proclamation designating September 15 through October 15 as
“National Hispanic Heritage Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October
15, 1997, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon all govern-
ment officials, educators, and the people of the United States to honor
this observance with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and I encourage all Americans to rededicate themselves to the pursuit
of equality.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
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seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-second.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7021 of September 15, 1997
50th Anniversary of the National Security Act of 1947

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United States emerged from the crucible of World War II to face
a political and military landscape changed forever by the events of that
conflict. The Soviet Union, a vital ally during the war, was fast becom-
ing an actively hostile and dangerous opponent. And, as the most eco-
nomically and militarily powerful nation on earth, the United States
bore the awesome responsibility of preventing the onset of another and
even more destructive world war.

Recognizing these harsh new realities, and wise in the hard lessons of
recent history, President Truman and America’s other civilian and
military leaders determined to create the structures and programs that
would guarantee our national security and promote lasting world
peace. The result of their efforts was the National Security Act of 1947.
This single historic piece of legislation created four extraordinary insti-
tutions that continue to serve America superbly a half-century later:
the Department of Defense, the United States Air Force, the Central In-
telligence Agency, and the National Security Council.

The complex task of coordinating the operations of ground, sea, and
air forces during World War II demonstrated the need for unified direc-
tion of America’s Armed Forces in the postwar world. The National Se-
curity Act answered that need by establishing the Department of De-
fense. Under the civilian control of the Secretary of Defense, and for-
tified by the collective experience, knowledge, and strategic guidance
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the three military departments within the
Department of Defense—the Army, Navy, and Air Force—began to
work together as a powerful team to integrate the operation and admin-
istration of all our Nation's Armed Forces.

Today, the Department of Defense has realized in large measure the ob-
jectives stated in the National Security Act. The Armed Forces and the
unified commands have achieved a remarkable degree of integration in
organization and operations and remain the best-trained, best-
equipped, and best-prepared fighting force in the world. Our men and
women in uniform stand ready to preserve America’s freedom and pro-
tect our national interests whenever and wherever they are threatened.

The Second World War also proved the critical importance of air
power to the defense of our Nation. With the creation of the United
States Air Force as an independent armed service within the Depart-
ment of Defense, the National Security Act helped to ensure America's
mastery of the skies. In the subsequent 50 years, the courage and dedi-
cation of the men and women of the United States Air Force have been
a constant source of pride and reassurance to the American people.
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