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Proclamation 7081 of April 10,1998 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, the nations of the Americas stand at the forefront of a prom
ising new era of exciting growth and global cooperation. Americans 
north and south of the equator are communicating, interacting, and 
trading with one another more than ever before. All the nations in our 
hemisphere but one enjoy freely elected governments that promote 
human rights, free enterprise, and sustainable economic development 
through free trade. These vibrant democracies continue to seek oppor
tunities to work together for the security, prosperity, and general wel
fare of all our citizens. 

In keeping with this spirit of cooperation, the leaders of the 34 Amer
ican democracies will meet in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19 for 
the second Summit of the Americas. The United States hosted the first 
such summit in Miami in December 1994, and we look forward to 
strengthening our involvement in what is becoming a mature partner
ship that is fostering increased prosperity and seciuity for our country. 
We hope to reach agreements in Santiago that will enhance hemi
spheric collaboration in more than 20 areas—including education, eco
nomic integration, democracy, justice, countemarcotics, security, pov
erty, and human rights. 

This month also marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Or
ganization of American States (OAS), a cornerstone of cooperation in 
our hemisphere. The most recent successes of the OAS include agree
ments against corruption and illegal firearms trafficking and ratifica
tion of the Washington Protocol, which provides for the suspension 
from the OAS of any country whose democracy has been overthrown 
by force. We applaud the crucial role the OAS plays in promoting and 
preserving democracy and human rights in the Americas, We look for
ward to its continued success in multilateral efforts to deepen the roots 
of democracy in this hemisphere and create new possibilities for 
progress in the next millennium. 

The peoples of the Americas stand united in a commitment to demo
cratic values and to increased regional cooperation and understanding. 
The partnership among our countries is laying the foundations for last
ing freedom, prosperity, and peace in oiu hemisphere and bringing to 
reality oiu" shared vision of a brighter future, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, 
April 14, 1998, as Pan American Day and April 12 through April 18, 
1998, as Pan American Week. I lU'ge the Governors of the 50 States, 
the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of 
other areas imder the flag of the United States of America to honor 
these observances with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and ninety-eight. 
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7082 of April 15,1998 

National Recall Round-Up Day, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
More than 21,000 Americans lose their lives each year in accidents in
volving consumer products, and more than 29 million are injured. 
These accidents cost our Nation over $200 billion annually, and the 
cost in terms of human suffering is immeasurable. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is on the front line 
of the Federal Govermnent's efforts to protect the safety and well-being 
of our citizens, especially our children. The CPSC monitors the per
formance of more dian 15,000 types of consumer products and secvires 
the recall of those that prove to be dciective and potentially hazardous. 
Last year alone, the CPSC negotiated 362 recalls involving over 76 mil
lion individual consumer products that presented a significant risk to 
the public. But getting dangerous products off store shelves is only the 
first step. The real challenge is getting them out of the homes of people 
who have already purchased them. 

On April 16, the CPSC, in conjimction with State and local govern
ments and community organizations across the country, will conduct 
the second annual Recall Round-Up Day. This initiative is a public 
safety campaign to warn Americans that they may still be exposing 
themselves and their families to recalled products that could seriously 
injure or even kill them. Despite recalls and safety alerts issued by the 
CPSC, many of these hazardous products are still in consumers' homes 
or can be purchased at secondhand stores and garage sales. 

This year's Recall Round-Up effort will spotlight the dangers associated 
with five types of previously recalled consumer products: playpens, 
bunk beds, halogen floor lamps, hand-held hair dryers, and lawn darts. 
The CPSC encourages government officials, health, safety, and con
sumer agencies, community organizations, and the media to alert the 
American people—particularly parents and child care providers—^to 
the importance of repairing, returning, or destroying any of these prod
ucts if they have been recalled. I encourage all Americans to make use 
of this vital information to protect the safety and health of their fami
lies and to avoid preventable tragedies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 16, 
1998, as National Recall Round-Up Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day by working with safety, health, and consumer agen
cies and other appropriate community organizations to organize and 
conduct local round-ups of dangerous and defective consumer prod
ucts and to warn parents, child care providers, and the general public 
about the hazards of using recalled consumer products. 
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