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We must respond with equal resolve to the increasing strains on the 
Social Security system. Now that we have succeeded in dramatically 
reducing the Federal budget deficit, I have called on the Congress to 
reserve all of the anticipated budget surplus until we have a com
prehensive plan to strengthen Social Security for the 21st century. We 
are holding a series of regional conferences throughout the year to en
gage in a national discussion on the future of Social Security, both to 
raise awareness of the problem and to allow all Americans to con
tribute their ideas for a solution. At the end of the year, I will host a 
bipartisan White House Conference on Social Security to summarize 
the lessons we learn from this dialogue and to map out an effective 
strategy that will enable us to ensure that Social Security will be there 
for future generations of Americans. 

Dming Older Americans Month—and throughout the year—I encourage 
all Americans to pay tribute to our older citizens and to follow their 
example by planning for the futiu-e. As individuals, we should take 
care of our health through proper diet, exercise, and appropriate pre
ventive care, and we should plan for our future financial security by 
participating in retirement and savings programs. As families and com-
mimities, we can help older Americans to remain active and inde
pendent members of our communities. And as a Nation, we must rec
ognize our obligation to those who will come after us by preserving 
and strengthening Medicare and Social Security for the 21st century 
and beyond. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 1998 
as Older Americans Month. I call upon Govermnent officials, busi
nesses, communities, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the 
United States to acknowledge the contributions older Americans have 
made, and continue to make, to the life of our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7093 of May 7,1998 

Mother's Day, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Mothers are the heart of our families and the soul of our society. They 
are the nurturers of life, our teachers, confidants, covmselors, and life
long friends. They believe in om- dreams and help us to achieve them. 
They help us develop the values, self-esteem, strength of character, and 
generosity of spirit we need to embrace the wider world beyond the 
family. Above all, mothers provide us with the blessing of their love. 

While this special love between mother and child is unchanging, the 
challenges of motherhood are not. The role of women in our society 
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has changed dramatically during the past century. Millions of Amer
ican women today pursue full-time careers in addition to carrying out 
their duties as parents, balancing family, job, and community respon
sibilities. Whether they stay home with their children or become work
ing mothers, mothers today care for their families and meet the new 
demands of our complex society with strength, courage, and quiet self
lessness. On Mother's Day, let us honor all mothers—^biological or 
adoptive, foster or stepmother—whose unconditional love has strength
ened us and whose many gifts have graced our lives. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 
770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as "Mother's 
Day" and requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 10, 1998, as Mother's Day. 
I urge all Americans to express their love, respect, and appreciation for 
the contributions mothers have made to all of us, and I call upon all 
citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7094 of May 8,1998 

National Defense Transportation Day and National 
Transportation Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America's transportation system is the finest in the world. The web of 
streets, highways, bridges, and railroads that crisscross our Nation and 
our complex network of shipping lanes and air routes keep us con
nected to one another and the world. They enable us to move people 
and goods swiftly and efficiently across the country and around the 
globe and fuel the engine of our robust economy. Whether building 
subways, constructing new highways, or improving airplane safety, the 
dedicated and hardworking men and women of our national transpor
tation system keep America moving. 

As we look forward to a new century, we must build on our record 
of achievement. As always, our first priority must be the safety of those 
who use our Nation's transportation system. We have already made 
great progress in improving highway safety—the traffic fatality rate 
today is two-and-a-half times less than it was 30 years ago. However, 
by increasing seat belt use, ensuring that our children are properly se
cured in our vehicles, and lowering the threshold for drunk driving to 
a blood alcohol concentration of .08, we can further reduce the number 
of traffic accidents and the harm they cause. 
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