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Proclamation 7106 of June 17,1998 

Father's Day, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Fathers hold us close and lift us up in so many ways throughout our 
lives. Devoted fathers work day in and day out, not only to help pro
vide their families with food, clothing, education, and a good home, 
but also to give their children the values, guidance, encouragement, 
and self-esteem to make the most of their lives. With careful planning 
and many quiet sacrifices, fathers seek to give their children the free
dom to dream and the opportunity to make those dreams a reality. 
Across our Nation, at piano recitals and basketball games, at science 
fairs and high school graduations, proud fathers rejoice at the achieve
ments of their sons and daughters. 

In today's complex and changing society, fathers have taken on new 
roles and additional responsibilities within their homes, balancing the 
varied demands of work and family. They are nurturers as well as pro
viders, confidants and best Mends as well as heroes and role models. 
They teach their children how to read, how to drive, and how to Uve. 
And, like generations of fathers who came before them, they build a 
strong fovmdation of love that enables their sons and daughters to 
stand taller, see farther, and reach higher. On Father's Day, let us thank 
the biological fathers, stepfathers, foster fathers, and adoptive fathers 
across America whose love graces their children's lives and whose 
character strengthens our Nation, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress 
approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, 
Jime 21, 1998, as Father's Day. I invite the States, communities across 
the coimtry, and all the citizens of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities that demonstrate our 
deep appreciation and abiding love for our fathers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-second. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7107 of June 30,1998 

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized 
System of Preferences 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A), and 503(c)(1) of title V of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended ("the 1974 Act") (19 U.S.C. 2461, 
2463(a)(1)(A), and 2463(c)(1)), as amended, the President may des-
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ignate or withdraw designation of specified articles provided for in the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) as eligible for 
preferential tariff treatment under the Generalized System of Pref
erences (GSP) when imported from designated beneficiary developing 
countries. 

2. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary developing countries, except those des
ignated as least-developed beneficiary developing countries pursuant 
to section 503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are 
subject to competitive need limitations on the preferential treatment af
forded under the GSP to eligible articles. 

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(C)), a country that is no longer treated as a beneficiary de
veloping covmtry with respect to an eligible article may be redesignated 
as a beneficiary developing country with respect to such article if im
ports of such article from such country did not exceed the competitive 
need limitations in section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(A)), dviring the preceding calendar year. 

4. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(F)), the President may disregard the competitive need limita
tion provided in section 503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(A)(i)(II)) with respect to any eligible article if the aggregate 
appraised value of the imports of such article into the United States 
during the preceding calendar year does not exceed the applicable 
amount set forth in section 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)). 

5. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)), the 
President may waive the application of the competitive need limita
tions in section 503(c)(2)(A) with respect to any eligible article of any 
beneficiary developing country if certain conditions are met. 

6. Section 507(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2467(2)) provides that in 
the case of an association of countries which is a free trade area or cus
toms imion, or which is contributing to comprehensive regional eco
nomic integration among its members through appropriate means, in
cluding, but not limited to, the reduction of duties, the President may 
provide that all members of such association other than members 
which are barred from designation under section 502(b) of the 1974 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(b)) shall be treated as one country for purposes of 
title V of the 1974 Act. 

7. Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and after 
receiving advice from the International Trade Commission in accord
ance with section 503(e), I have determined to designate certain arti
cles, previously designated under section 503(a)(1)(B), as eligible arti
cles from additional beneficiary developing countries. In order to do 
so, it is necessary to subdivide and amend the nomenclature of existing 
subheadings of the HTS. For certain articles, I have decided that the 
effective date of designation shall be determined by the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR). 

8. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the 1974 Act, I have determined to 
limit the application of duty-free treatment accorded to certain articles 
from certain beneficiary developing coimtries. 
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9. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that certain beneficiary developing countries should not receive pref
erential tariff treatment imder the GSP with respect to certain eligible 
articles imported in quantities that exceed the applicable competitive 
need limitation. 

10. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that certain countries should be redesignated as beneficiary developing 
countries with respect to certain eligible articles that previously had 
been imported in quantities exceeding the competitive need limitations 
of section 503(c)(2)(A). 

11. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that the competitive need limitation provided in section 
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) should be waived with respect to certain eligible arti
cles from certain beneficiary developing countries. For certain articles, 
I have decided that the effective date of the waiver shall be determined 
by the USTR. 

12. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
the competitive need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) should be 
waived with respect to certain eligible articles from certain beneficiary 
developing coimtries. I have received the advice of the International 
Trade Commission on whether any industries in the United States are 
likely to be adversely affected by such waivers, and I have determined, 
based on that advice and on the considerations described in sections 
501 and 502(c), that such waivers are in the national economic interest 
of the United States. For a certain article, I have decided that the effec
tive date of the waiver shall be determined by the USTR. 

13. Pursuant to section 507(2) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
members of the West African Economic and Monetary Union 
(WAEMU) should be treated as one country for purposes of title V of 
the 1974 Act. 

14. Pursuant to section 507(2) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
members of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
should be treated as one country for purposes of title V of the 1974 
Act. The USTR shall determine which specific members of the SADC 
are to be included in the designation under section 507(2) of the 1974 
Act and shall determine the effective date or dates of the designation. 
The USTR shall announce by publication in the Federal Register the 
specific SADC members to be included in the designation and the ef
fective date or dates, 

15. Pursuant to section 507(2) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
members of the Tripartite Commission for East African Cooperation 
(EAC) should be treated as one coimtry for purposes of title V of the 
1974 Act. The USTR shall determine which specific members of the 
EAC are to be included in the designation under section 507(2) of the 
1974 Act and shall determine the effective date or dates of the designa
tion. The USTR shall announce by publication in the Federal Register 
the specific EAC members to be included in the designation and the 
effective date or dates. 

16. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), author
izes the President to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant 
provisions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and 
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actions thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, 
or imposition of any rate of duty or other import restriction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, acting imder the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and the laws of the United States of America, including but 
not limited to title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide that one or more countries that have not been 
treated as beneficiary developing countries with respect to one or more 
eligible articles should be designated as beneficiary developing coun
tries with respect to such article or articles for purposes of the GSP, 
and that one or more countries should not be treated as beneficiary de
veloping countries with respect to one or more eligible articles for pur
poses of the GSP, general note 4 to the HTS is modified as provided 
in section A of Annex I and section A of Annex IV to this proclama
tion. 

(2) In order to designate certain articles, previously designated under 
section 503(a)(1)(B), as eligible articles from additional beneficiary de
veloping countries, the HTS is modified by amending and subdividing 
the nomenclature of existing HTS subheadings as provided in section 
B of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(3)(a) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for pur
poses of the GSP when imported from any beneficiary developing 
country, the Rates of Duty 1—Special subcolumn for certain HTS sub
headings is modified as provided in section C(l) of Annex I and sec
tion B of Annex IV to this proclamation. 

(b) In order to designate certain articles, previously designated 
under section 503(a)(1)(B), as eligible articles from additional bene
ficiary developing countries, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolmnn 
for the HTS subheadings enumerated in section C(2) of Annex I to this 
proclamation is modified as provided in such section. 

(c) In order to provide preferential tariff treatment under the GSP 
to beneficiary developing covmtries that have been excluded from the 
benefits of the GSP for certain eligible articles, the Rates of Duty 1-
Special subcolumn for each of the HTS subheadings enumerated in 
section C(3) of Annex I to this proclamation is modified as provided 
in such section. 

(d) In order to provide that one or more countries should not be 
treated as a beneficiary developing country with respect to certain eli
gible articles for purposes of the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub-
column for each of the HTS subheadings enumerated in section C(4) 
of Annex I to this proclamation is modified as provided in such sec
tion. 

(4) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 
Act shall apply to the eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and to 
the beneficiary developing countries set forth in Annex II and in sec
tion C of Annex IV to Uiis proclamation. 

(5) In order to provide for the continuation of previously proclaimed 
staged reductions of duties in the Rates of Duty 1-General subcolmnn 
for goods that fall in the HTS subheadings modified by section B of 
Annex I to this proclamation and that are entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after the dates specified in section 
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A of Annex III to this proclamation, the rate of duty in the HTS set 
forth in such subcolumn for each of the HTS subheadings enumerated 
in section A of Annex III to this proclamation is deleted and the rate 
of duty provided in such section is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(6) In order to provide for the continuation of previously proclaimed 
staged reductions of duties in the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn 
for certain goods of Mexico that fall in the HTS subheadings modified 
by section B of Annex I to this proclamation and effective with respect 
to goods of Mexico under the terms of general note 12 to the HTS that 
are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consmnption, on or after 
the dates specified in section B of Annex III to this proclamation, the 
rate of duty in the HTS set forth in such subcolumn followed by the 
symbol "MX" in parentheses for each of the HTS subheadings enumer
ated in section B of Annex III to this proclamation is deleted and the 
rate of duty provided in such section is inserted in lieu thereof. 

(7) In order to reflect in the HTS the decision that members of the 
WAEMU should be treated as one coimtry for purposes of title V of 
the 1974 Act, and to enumerate the member covmtries, general note 
4(a) to the HTS is modified as provided in Annex V to this proclama
tion. 

(8) In order to reflect in the HTS the decision that members of the 
SADC should be treated as one country for piuposes of title V of the 
1974 Act, and to eniunerate those member countries that should ben
efit from such designation, general note 4(a) to the HTS is to be modi
fied as set forth in a notice or notices that the USTR shall cause to be 
published in the Federal Register. Such notice or notices should direct 
the insertion in general note 4(a) of the title of the association and the 
names of those member countries that should be treated as one country 
for purposes of title V of the 1974 Act, and should specify the effective 
date of such designation. 

(9) In order to reflect in the HTS the decision that members of the 
EAC should be treated as one coimtry for piurposes of title V of the 
1974 Act, and to enumerate those member countries that should ben
efit from such designation, general note 4(a) to the HTS is to be modi
fied as set forth in a notice or notices that the USTR shall cause to be 
published in the Federal Register. Such notice or notices should direct 
the insertion in general note 4(a) of the title of the association and the 
names of those member countries that should be treated as one country 
for purposes of title V of the 1974 Act, and should specify the effective 
date of such designation. 

(10) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders 
that are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are su
perseded to the extent of such inconsistency. 

(ll)(a) The modifications made by Annex I to this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after July 1, 1998. 

(b) The action taken in Annex II to this proclamation shall be ef
fective on the date of signature of this proclamation. 

(c) The modifications made by Annex III to this proclamation shall 
be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from ware
house for consumption, on or after the dates set forth in such Annex. 
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(d) The modifications made by Annex IV to this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after a date to be annoimced in the 
Federal Register by the USTR. 

(e) The modification made by Annex V to this proclamation shall 
be effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from ware
house for consumption, on or after the date of signature of this procla
mation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of Jime, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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- Modifications to the RataMaized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States ("BTS") 

Effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
constngptlon, on or after July 1, 1998. 

Section A. General note 4(d) to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States CRTS") is modified/ as provided in this section. 

(1). deleting the following RTS subheadings and the country set out opposite 
such subheadings: 

0711.40.00 India 
0811.20.20 Chile 
4411.19.40 Brazil 
7103.99.10 Thailand 

7615.19.10 Thailand 
8108.90.60 Russia 
8112.11.60 Kazakhstan 
8409.99.99 Brazil 

(2). by deleting the country set out opposite the following subheading: 

2916.31.15 Estonia 
8409.99.91 Brazil 
9025.11.20 Brazil 

(3). by adding, in numerical sequence, 
countries set out opposite them: 

the following HTS provisions and 

0202.30.10 
0708.90.30 
0710.29.30 
0711.30.00 
0712.90.74 
0802.50.20 
0802.90.80 
1006.30.10 
1602.50.09 
1604.15.00 
1701.91.42 
2002.90.40 
2009.30.10 
2101.20.32 
2106.90.06 
2208.90.05 
2401.20.57 
2516.90.00 
3204.12.20 

3204.12.30 

3204.12.45 

3204.12.50 

3824.90.28 
3920.62.00 
4104.39.40 
4409.10.40 
4412.22.50 
4809.10.20 
6501.00.60 

Argentina 
Ecuador 
Ecuador 
Turkey 
Turkey 
Turkey 
Guatemala 
India 
Argentina 
Chile 
Jamaica 
Turkey 
Honduras 
India 
Coloobia 
Trinidad and Tabrngo 
Indonesia 
South Africa 
Argentina; 
India 
Argentina; 
India 
Argentina; 
India 
Airgentina; 
India 
India 
India 
Argentina 
Chile 
Indonesia 
Guatemala 
Coloobia 

7113.19.29 
7117.90.55 
7202.50.00 
7206.90.00 
7307.91.30 
7401.10.00 
7407.22.30 
7409.39.50 
7411.21.50 
7614.90.20 
7904.00.00 
8525.20.05 
8528.12.16 
8534.00.00 
8606.30.00 
8708.40.50 
9001.30.00 
9614.20.60 

India 
Peru 
Russia 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Brazil 
India 
Russia 
Hungary 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Venezuela 
South Africa 
Philippines 
Thailand 
Thailand 
India 
Brazil 
Indonesia 
Turkey 
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Annex Z (continued) 

Section A. (con.) 

(4). by adding, in alpliabetical order, the country or countries set out 
opposite the following BTS subheadings: 

1604.14.SO Indonesia 
1806.10.65 India 
2825.30.00 South Africa 
2840.11.00 Turkey 
2840.19.00 Turkey 
2841.90.10 South Africa 
2843.30.00 Coloabia 
2849.90.50 South Africa 

2901.29.50 South Africa 
2907.29.25 South Africa 
3817.10.50 Indonesia 
4106.12.00 Pakistan 
4412.29.45 Ecuador 
7113.19.50 Turkey 
8531.20.00 Philippines 

Section B. The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States ("BTS") is 
Modified, as provided in this section. 

The following provisions supersedes matter now in the BTS. Bracketed matter 
is included to assist in the understanding of proclaimed modifications. The 
subheadings and superior text are set forth in columnar format, and material 
in such columns is inserted in the columns of the BTS designated 
"Beading/Subheading", "Article Description", "Rates of Duty 1 General", "Rates 
of Duty 1 Special", and "Rates of Duty 2", respectively. 

(1). BTS subheading 0712.90.75 is superseded by; 

D r i t d vagatablM, t * e U , cut, s t fcad, . . . : ] 
{Othar vagataUw; efxturas o f . . . : ] 

"Toaatewi 

(2) . BTS subheading 2002.90.00 i s s«q>erseded by: 
tToeatow pr«pT«d ar pr—«rvd. . .8 l 

•2002.90 OthM-i 
200Z.M.4O 

IL.J,IIX) 

Frw (*».CA.E, 
IL,J.NX) 

rrM (A*.ak.E 

S.n (NX) 

FrM (A».CA,E. 
It.J) 

S.7X (H() 

Section C. A n article's preferential tariff treatment under the Generalized 
System of Preferences ("GSP") in the Barmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States ("HTS") is modified as provided in this section. 

(1). For HTS subheading 0703.10.40, the Rates of Duty 1-Speclal subcoluon is 
modified by deleting the symbol "A-f" in the parentheses following the "Free" 
rate and by inserting the symbol "A" in lieu thereof. 

(2). For the following HTS subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn 
is modified by deleting the symbol "A-t-" in the parentheses following the 
"Free" rate and by inserting the symbol "A*" in lieu thereof. 

3204.12.20 
3204.12.30 
3204.12.45 

3204.12.50 
3824.90.28 
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Annax Z (continued) 

Section A. (con.) 

(3). For tho folloMlng BTS aubheadings, tho Rates of Duty 1-Speeial subcoluMi 
la Modified by deleting the ayabol "A*" and Inserting an "A" In lieu thereof. 

0711.40.00 
0811.20.20 

4411.19.40 
7103.99.10 

7615.19.10 
8108.90.60 

8112.11.60 
8409.99.99 

(4). For the following RTS provisions, the lUtes of Duty 1-Special subcoliam 
is Modified by deleting the syaibol "A" and Inserting an "A*" in lieu thereof: 

0202.30.10 
0708.90.30 
0710.29.30 
0711.30.00 
0802.SO.20 
0802.90.80 
1006.30.10 
1602.50.09 
1604.15.00 
1701.91.42 

2009.30.10 
2101.20.32 
2106.90.06 
2208.90.05 
2401.20.57 
2516.90.00 
3920.62.00 
4104.39.40 
4409.10.40 
4412.22.50 

4809.10.20 
6501.00.60 
7113.19.29 
7117.90.55 
7202.50.00 
7206.90.00 
7307.91.30 
7401.10.00 
7407.22.30 
7409.39.50 

7411.21.50 
7614.90.20 
7904.00.00 
8525.20.05 
8528.12.16 
8534.00.00 
8606.30.00 
8708.40.50 
9001.30.00 
9614.20.60 

Hanwnized Tariff Schedule of the united States (-BTS-) 
Sid»headings and Countries Granted Waivers of the 

Application of Section 503 (c) (2) (A) of the 1974 Act 

RTS 
Subheading 

0811.20.20 
1604.30.20 
2933.71.00 
8108.90.60 

Country 

Chile 
Russia 
Russia 
Russia 

Staged Rate Modifications to the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (-BTS-) 

Section A. For the folloMing BTS subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-General 
subcoluon is sMdified on jranuary 1 of each of the years Indicated in the table 
below by deleting the existing rate of duty and inaerting in lieu thereof the 
rate of duty apecified for auch year. 

BTS 
Subheading 

0712.90.74 
0712.90.78 
2002.90.40 
2002.90.80 

1999 

9.4% 
9.4% 
11.9% 
11.9% 

2000 

8.7% 
8.7% 
11.6% 
11.6% 
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Annex IV (continued) 

Section B. For the following BTS subheadings, the Rates o£ Duty 1-Special 
subcolumn Is Modified on January 1 of each of the dates In the table below by 
deleting the existing rate of duty preceding the synbol "MX" in parentheses in 
such subcolumn and inserting in lieu thereof the rate of duty specified below 
for such date. 

Subheading 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

2002.90.40 4.6% 3.4% 2.3% 1.1% Free 
2002.90.80 4.6% 3.4% 2.3% 1.1% Free 

Annex IV 

Effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn froia warehouse for 
consuiaption, on or after a date to be announced in the Federal Kegiater by the 
united States Trade Representative, the following actions shall take effect. 

Section A. General note 4(d) to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States ("HTS") is modified by deleting the country set out opposite the 
following HTS subheadings: 

2825.30.00 south Africa 2849.90.50 South Africa 
2841.90.10 South Africa 2907.29.25 South Africa 

Section B. Hodifications to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States ("HTS") of an article's preferential tariff treatsient under the 
Generalized System of Preferences ("GSP"). 

For the folloixing HTS subheadings, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn is 
modified by deleting the syabol "A-*-," in the parentheses following the "Free" 
rate and by inserting the symbol "A," in lieu thereof. 

7108.12.50 
7108.13.70 
8704.10.50 

Section C. A waiver of the application of section 503(c) (2) (A) of the 1974 
Act shall apply to isports of eligible articles from South Africa that are 
provided for in HTS subheading 2849.90.50. 

Annex V 

Effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consuaption, on or after the date of signature of this proclamation, general 
note 4(a) of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States is modified 
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Annex IV (continued) 

by adding to the "Aasodatlon of Countries (treated aa one cotmtry)", the 
£oIXo««ln9: 

"Member Countries of the West African Kconoadc 
and Monetary union (WAEMU)" 

Consisting of: 

Benin 
Burkina Faso 
Cote d'lvolre 
Guinea-Bissau 
Mall 
Niger 
Senegal 
Togo" 

Proclamation 7108 of July 13, 1998 

50th Anniversary of the Integration of the Armed 
Services, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On July 26, 1948, with the stroke of a pen. President Harry Truman 
changed the course of American history. By signing Executive Order 
9981, "Establishing the President's Committee on Equality of Treat
ment and Opportunity in the Armed Services," he officially declared 
that "there shall be equality of treatment and opportimity for all per
sons in the armed services without regard to race, color, religion or na
tional origin." His action reflected the growing realization by more and 
more Americans that our Nation could no longer reconcile segregation 
with the values we had fought a war to uphold. 

The United States had emerged from World War II with a new under
standing of the importance of racial and ethnic diversity to our Na
tion's strength and unity. Nazi racism and the horrors of the concentra
tion camps shocked Americans and revealed the true dangers of preju
dice and discrimination. Himdreds of thousands of our fellow citizens 
from many different ethnic and racial backgrounds served and sac
rificed in the war. The valor of segregated African American soldiers— 
from the Tuskegee Airmen and the 761st Tank Battalion to individuals 
like General Benjamin O. Davis and General Daniel "Chappie" James— 
could not be ignored. These heroes risked their lives for our coiuitry 
overseas, and yet still faced discrimination here at home. By signing 
Executive Order 9981, President Truman set America on the path to 
right this wrong. 

We have come a long way in the subsequent 50 years, and the United 
States Armed Forces have been in the vanguard of our crusade to abol
ish discrimination in our society. Today our men and women in uni
form represent so many aspects of the diversity that has made our Na
tion great, and they have proved that different people, sharing the same 
values, can work together as a mighty force for peace and freedom at 
home and around the world. We still have much to accomplish in our 
journey to become a society that respects our differences, celebrates 
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