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by adding to the "Asscciation of Countries [treated as one country)™, the
following:

"Member Countries of the West African Economic
and Moneta. on_ (WAEMU'

Consisting of:

Benin

Burkina Faso
Cote d'Ivoire
Guinea-Bissau
Mali

Niger
Seneg:

Togo™

Proclamation 7108 of July 13, 1998

50th Anniversary of the Integration of the Armed
Services, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On July 26, 1948, with the stroke of a pen, President Harry Truman
changed the course of American history. By signing Executive Order
9981, “Establishing the President’s Committee on Equality of Treat-
ment and Opportunity in the Armed Services,” he officially declared
that “there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all per-
sons in the armed services without regard to race, color, religion or na-
tional origin.” His action reflected the growing realization by more and
more Americans that our Nation could no longer reconcile segregation
with the values we had fought a war to uphold.

The United States had emerged from World War II with a new under-
standing of the importance of racial and ethnic diversity to our Na-
tion’s strength and unity. Nazi racism and the horrors of the concentra-
tion camps shocked Americans and revealed the true dangers of preju-
dice and discrimination. Hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens
from many different ethnic and racial backgrounds served and sac-
rificed in the war, The valor of segregated African American soldiers—
from the Tuskegee Airmen and the 761st Tank Battalion to individuals
like General Benjamin O. Davis and General Daniel “Chappie” James—
could not be ignored. These heroes risked their lives for our country
overseas, and yet still faced discrimination here at home. By signing
Executive Order 9981, President Truman set America on the path to
right this wrong.

We have come a long way in the subsequent 50 years, and the United
States Armed Forces have been in the vanguard of our crusade to abol-
ish discrimination in our society. Today our men and women in uni-
form represent so many aspects of the diversity that has made our Na-
tion great, and they have proved that different people, sharing the same
values, can work together as a mighty force for peace and freedom at
home and around the world. We still have much to accomplish in our
journey to become a society that respects our differences, celebrates
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our diversity, and unites around our shared values, but we should
proudly mark the milestones on that journey and rejoice in the
progress we have made thus far.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26,
1998, as the 50th Anniversary of the Integration of the Armed Services.
I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7109 of July 20, 1998
Captive Nations Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Freedom, dignity, equality, and justice: these are words sacred to the
American people. They define our lives as citizens of a democratic Na-
tion, and they sum up our hopes for all the peoples of the world. More
than 2 centuries ago, our founders articulated these fundamental
human rights in the Declaration of Independence, proclaiming the
truth of human dignity and the idea that governments derive their
power and legitimacy from the consent of the people they serve. We
reaffirmed these convictions with the ratification of our Constitution
and the Bill of Rights. And 50 years ago, more than four dozen nations
joined us in championing these rights and liberties across the globe by
adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which the United
Nations General Assembly passed unanimously in December of 1948.

Over the course of the last half-century, the Universal Declaration’s call
to “expand the circle of full human dignity to all people” has been a
wellspring of inspiration. The Declaration has served as a framework
for laws, constitutions, and other important efforts to safeguard basic
liberties, as well as a yardstick for measuring progress. However, while
democracy continues to grow and flourish around the world and mil-
lions enjoy fundamental human rights unencumbered by tyranny or re-
straint, the shadow of oppression still lingers.

The last decade has seen a remarkable transformation. The courage,
strength, and determination of men and women struggling for liberty
have changed the political landscape of the world. Democracy has
blossomed and deepened its roots in many countries, particularly in
Central and Eastern Europe and the nations of the former Soviet Union.
But, the process of building democracy and strengthening civil society
in these nations is far from complete. Moreover, there are countries in
Europe and elsewhere where democracy is actively being undermined
by authoritarian rule and disrespect for the rule of law. In these regions
around the world, people are denied the right to worship freely, speak
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