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lead across the Atlantic, as would millions of immigrants in the cen-
turies following his voyages. Although both a dreamer and a visionary,
Columbus—a son of Italy whose enterprise was funded by the Spanish
crown—could never have foreseen the multicultural, multiracial Na-
tion that would ultimately emerge in the New World he helped to dis-
cover.

As we enter a new era, let us embrace Columbus’ spirit of discovery
and embrace as well the great diversity of cultures, religions, and eth-
nic traditions that we enjoy because so many have followed his course
to this great land.

In tribute to Columbus’ many achievements, the Congress, by joint res-
olution of April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), and an Act of June 28, 1968
(82 Stat. 250), has requested the President to proclaim the second Mon-
day in October of each year as “Columbus Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 12, 1998, as Columbus
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to cbserve this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap-
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7137 of October 9, 1998
National School Lunch Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When the National School Lunch Program was established by Presi-
dent Truman in 1946, it built upon decades of local commitment by
parents, educators, and community leaders who recognized a simple
but important fact: hungry children can't learn. Today, for millions of
students, the National School Lunch Program provides nutritious
meals that serve as a vital foundation for learning and growing. Many
of these children receive their only nutritious meal of the day at
school. Thanks to this practical and effective program, children and
adolescents in school cafeterias across our country not only have the
opportunity to enjoy a wholesome and balanced meal each day, but
they also begin to understand the importance of making healthy eating
choices,

Unfortunately, the eating habits of America’s children and adolescents
often fall short. Parents, educators, school administrators, food service
professionals, and community leaders must work in partnership to en-
sure that our youth learn the importance of good nutrition to overall
good health. Learning about nutrition in school and having the daily
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opportunity to eat a well-balanced meal can help children develop the
eating habits necessary to excel in the classroom and in life.

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Pro-
gram to the health, education, and well-being of our Nation’s children,
the Congress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87—
780), has designated the week beginning on the second Sunday in Oc-
tober of each year as “National School Lunch Week” and has requested
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 11 through October 17,
1998, as National School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to
join the dedicated individuals who lead child nutrition programs at the
State and local levels in appropriate activities and celebrations that
promote these programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7138 of October 9, 1998
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Two hundred nineteen years ago, General Casimir Pulaski selflessly
gave his life on an American battlefield, far from his native soil, in a
struggle dedicated to the principles of freedom and self-governance.
Each year on October 11, America solemnly marks the anniversary of
the death of this hero, a man whose devotion to liberty recognized no
national boundary.

Born in Poland in 1747, Pulaski first joined the fight against tyranny
and oppression at his father’s side, defending their beloved homeland
against Prussian and Imperial Russian aggression. At the age of 21, Pu-
laski took command of a detachment of rebel forces and proved his
valor and strategic skill as he led freedom fighters into numerous bat-
tles. Struggling against insurmountable odds, he and his fellow rebels
were ultimately defeated, and Pulaski was forced into exile.

Carrying the cause of freedom to foreign shores, Pulaski came to Amer-
ica to offer his services to George Washington in our country’s struggle
for independence. He wrote to General Washington, “I came here,
where freedom is being defended, to serve it, and to live or die for it.”
He proved true to his word. Washington was so impressed with Pulas-
ki’s abilities during the battle of Brandywine Creek that he rec-
ommended that the Continental Congress appoint Pulaski as general of
the American cavalry. Pulaski and the special infantry and cavalry unit
he formed fought bravely at the front lines of the Revolutionary War.
And during the siege of Savannah, Casimir Pulaski gave his life so that
our Nation might live in freedom.
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