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Proclamation 7141 of October 16,1998 

National Character Counts Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As Americans, we are a people full of hope, confident in our capacity 
to make life better for ourselves and others. We look forward to the 
promise of the future, and we have high goals for the 21st century: to 
remain the world's leading force for peace, freedom, prosperity, and se­
curity; to keep the American Dream alive for everyone willing to work 
for it; to come together across lines of race, religion, and other indi­
vidual differences to become one America. But everything we hope to 
accomplish depends, as it always has, on the hearts and minds of the 
American people. 

One of the greatest building blocks of character is citizen service. We 
must do more as individuals and as a society to encourage all Ameri­
cans—especially our young people— t̂o share their time, skills, enthu­
siasm, and energy witii their communities. Whether we teach children 
to read, mentor young people, work at a food bank or homeless shelter, 
or care for people living with AIDS, citizen service calls forth the best 
from each of us. It builds a sense of community, compassion, accept­
ance of others, and a willingness to do the right thing—all hallmarks 
of character. 

We can take great pride today in the numbers of energetic, idealistic 
Americans who are participating in service activities across our coun­
try and around the world. Almost 90,000 young men and women have 
served their communities through AmeriCorps during the past 4 years, 
tutoring students, mentoring children, building homes, fighting drug 
abuse. Through our America Reads initiative, Americans of all ages are 
volunteering their time to help children learn to read independently by 
the end of the third grade. Through Learn and Serve America, the Cor­
poration for National and Community Service encourages America's 
schools to add service learning to their ciurricula so that all students— 
fi-om kindergarten through graduate school—can develop their char­
acter, skills, and self-confidence while making their own unique con­
tributions to the life of their commimities. In tiie National Senior Serv­
ice Corps and the Peace Corps, in religious, school, community, and 
charitable organizations, Americans strengthen the character of our Na­
tion by volunteering to improve the quality of life for their fellow 
human beings. During National Character Counts Week, let us reaffirm 
to our children that the future belongs to those who have the strength 
of character to live a life of service to others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 18 
through October 24, 1998, as National Character Counts Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States, government officials, educators, 
religious, community, and business leaders, and the States to com­
memorate this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro­
grams. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of October, in the year of ovi Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
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eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hiuidred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7142 of October 16, 1998 

National Forest Products Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation has been blessed with abundant natural resources, and 
among the most precious of these are our forests. Because forests cover 
about one-third of the land area of the United States, their splendor is 
not limited to one region, but is shared by our entire country. All 
Americans can experience the variety and beauty of oin forests, parks, 
and woodlands and share the joys of hiking, camping, bird watching, 
and other recreational activities. Likewise, all Americans benefit from 
the essentials for life that forests provide: clean water, clean air, soil 
stability, pollution reduction, and a rich habitat for plants and animals. 
Forests also supply us with products vital to our society and economy, 
from building materials to paper products to medicines. 

Maintaining the health of our Nation's forests is an important and deli­
cate task. As we continue to grow, both in terms of population and in 
land developed, we put increased pressure on our forests and wood­
land areas. In the past, such growth occvirred without regard to its im­
pact and often threatened the very existence of our forests and the di­
verse wildlife they support. Learning from our mistakes, today we use 
wise forest management strategies and careful stewardship to ensure 
that our forests will remain both healthy and productive. 

Such management requires strong cooperation among private citizens, 
government agencies, and the forestry industry. Half of our Nation's 
forestlands belong to private landowners, the Federal Government and 
State governments own 40 percent, and the forest products industry 
owns the remaining 10 percent. All three groups have been working to­
gether to ensure the sustainable development of our forests and wood­
lands. State Foresters and Cooperative State Extension Agents, with as­
sistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, play a vital role in 
this endeavor, helping private landowners properly manage their 
forestlands through technical assistance, educational programs, and 
voluntary incentives. Working in partnership, government, industry, 
and private citizens are making progress in the vital task of preserving 
the health of America's forests and woodlands while providing essen­
tial products to the American people. 

To recognize the importance of our forests in ensuring the long-term 
welfare of our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 
163), has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in Octo­
ber of each year as "National Forest Products Week" and has author­
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 18 through October 24, 
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