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off during the second wave of bombing and, though hopelessly out­
numbered, shot down several enemy aircraft. We remember the crew 
of the crippled OKLAHOMA cheering their comrades on the NEVADA 
as she made a desperate dash down the harbor channel to safety. These 
heroes of Pearl Harbor were an inspiration to our entire country—and 
they remain so today. It is fitting that each year, on this day, we re­
member them and give thanks for their courage, their sacrifice, emd 
their refusal to be defeated. Because of them, and the millions of other 
Americans like them who have served our Nation in uniform, America 
is free, strong, and at peace. 

To pay tribute to these heroes and to honor oiir solemn obligation to 
those who sacrificed their lives to defend ovir freedom that fateful Sun­
day morning, the Congress, by Public Law 103-308, has designated De­
cember 7, 1998, as "National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLL\M J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 7, 1998, as National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. I urge all Americans to observe this 
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities in honor of 
the Americans who served at Pearl Harbor. I also ask all Federal de-
peirtments and agencies, organizations, and individuals to fly the flag 
of the United States at half-staff on this day in honor of those Ameri­
cans who died as a result of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, £ind of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7157 of December 7, 1998 

Death of Albert Gore, Sr. 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Albert Gore, Sr., was the embodiment of everything public service 
ought to be. The Nation has lost a great patriot and a true role model 
for young people everywhere. 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Albert Gore, Sr., former Senator 
from the State of Tennessee, I hereby order, by the authority vested in 
me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff upon all public buildings eind grounds, at all military posts £ind 
naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in 
the District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Ter­
ritories and possessions on Tuesday, December 8, 1998. I also direct 
that the flag shall be flown at half-staff on that day at all United States 
embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, in­
cluding all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
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eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7158 of December 10, 1998 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 
Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Thanks to the foresight of our Founding Fathers and their commitment 
to human rights, we live in a Nation founded upon the principles of 
equahty, justice, and freedom—principles guaremteed to us by our Con­
stitution. With the memory of tyranny fresh in their minds, the mem­
bers of the First Congress of the United States proposed constitutional 
amendments known as the Bill of Rights, making explicit and forever 
protecting oiu* Nation's cherished freedoms of religion, speech, press, 
and assembly. 

But hvunan rights have never been solely a domestic concern. Ameri­
cans have always sought to share these rights with oppressed people 
around the world. In his aiuiual message to tlie Congress, on January 
6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt articulated this desire: 
"In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward 
to a world foimded upon four essential human freedoms. The first is 
freedom of speech and expression—everywhere in the world. The sec­
ond is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way—ev­
erywhere in the world. The third is freedom from want . . . . The 
fourth is freedom from fear . . . anywhere in the world . . . . The 
world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, work­
ing together in a friendly, civilized society." 

Fifty years ago, on December 10, 1948, the world reached a major mile­
stone toward FDR's vision when the United Nations adopted the Uni­
versal Declaration of Himian Rights. This Declaration—drafted by the 
U.N. Commission on Hrnnan Rights under the leadership of Eleanor 
Roosevelt—established an international standard that recognized the 
"inherent dignity" and the "equal and inalienable rights of all mem­
bers of the human family . . . . " It denoimced past "disregard and 
contempt for hiunan rights [that] have resulted in barbarous acts which 
have outraged the conscience of mankind . . . ." 

Today, a majority of the world's people liye in democracies and exer­
cise their right to freely choose their own governments. International 
war crimes tribimals seek justice for victims and their families by 
working to ensure that w£ir crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno­
cide do not go impunished. And we are heartened by the progress to­
ward peace made in Northern Ireland, the Middle East, and elsewhere, 
which advances the cause of human rights. But there are still many 
areas where hvmian rights abuses are committed with impunity—^im-
checked and impunished. 
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