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reach the age of 18 without being adopted or placed in a permanent 
home. Under the current system, Federal financial assistance for young 
people in foster care ends just as they are making the critical transition 
to independence. We must ensure that when these yoimg people are 
old enough to leave the foster care system, they have the health care, 
life skills training, and educational opportunities they need to succeed 
personally and professionally. 

As we observe National Adoption Month this year, we can take pride 
in our progress, but we know there is more work to be done. Let us 
take this opportiuiity to rededicate ourselves to meeting those chal
lenges, £ind let us honor the many adoptive piarents whose generosity 
and love have made such an extraordinary difference in the lives of 
thousands of our Nation's children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do heireby proclaim November 
1999 as National Adoption Month. I urge all Americans to observe this 
month with appropriate programs and activities to honor adoptive fam
ilies and to participate in efforts to find permanent, loving homes for 
waiting children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of October, in the year of oin* Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two himdred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7246 of October 30,1999 

Child Mental Health Month, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As a Nation, we have made much progress in ensuring the physical 
health of our yoxmg people. But we are only beginning to make similar 
strides in protecting their mental health. The symptoms of mental ill
ness in children and adolescents too often go unrecognized and there
fore untreated—a tragic failing that can lead to profound effects on 
their development. Even very young children, can experience anxiety 
and depressive disorders that can have a long-term negative impact on 
their social interactions at home and at school. 

Unfortunately, our attitudes regarding mental illness have compounded 
this problem. While we now know that more than one in five Ameri
cans experiences some form of mental illness each year, that many 
mental disorders are biological, and that they can be treated medically, 
too many people still believe that mental illness is a personal failure. 
Because of this widespread misconception, many parents are reluctant 
to acknowledge that their children need help, and many children who 
need help are afi:aid to ask for it. 

During Child Mental Health Month, I encoiurage all parents, teachers, 
pediatricians, school nurses, other health care professionals, and con-
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cemed citizens across our country to leam more about children's men
tal health. By doing so, we can recognize more quickly the early warn
ing signs of mental illnesses and disorders. We can detect depression 
before it deepens into serious illness, raise awareness of risk factors for 
suicide, and work to prevent more acts of youth violence. 

We must do all we can to intervene in the lives of yoimg people who 
are mentally or emotionally unstable before they cause harm to them
selves or to others. I am pleased that some schools have responded to 
the recent youth violence tragedies by improving mental health serv
ices, expanding after-school and mentoring programs, and offering in-
home counseling for vulnerable families. To ensiKe the success of 
these efforts, we must work to fight the stigma and dispel the myths 
that surround mental illness. By engaging in efforts that raise public 
awareness of our children's mental health, we can replace stigma with 
acceptance, ignorance with understanding, and fear with new hope for 
the ftiture. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
1999 as Child Mental Health Month. I call upon families, schools, com
munities, and governments to dedicate themselves to promoting the 
mental health and well-being of all our children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twenty-foiuth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7247 of November 1,1999 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Ours is a nation inextricably linked to the histories of the many peo
ples who first inhabited this great land. Everywhere around us are re
minders of the legacy of America's first inhabitants. Their history 
speaks to us through the names of our cities, lakes, and rivers; the food 
on our tables; the magnificent ruins of ancient communities; and, most 
important, the lives of the people who retain the cultural, spiritual, lin
guistic, and kinship bonds that have existed for millennia. 

As we reflect on the heritage of American Indians, Alaska Natives, and 
Native Hawaiians, we also reaffirm our commitment to fostering a pros
perous futiure for native youth and children. At the foundation of these 
efforts is our work to provide a quality education to all Native Amer
ican children. In particular, we have sought significantly increased 
funding to support Biu-eau of Indian Affairs school construction and 
1,000 new teachers for American Indian youth. My 1998 Executive 
order on American Indian and Alaska Native Education sets goals to 
improve high school completion rates and improve performance in 
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