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recycled materials. Buying recycled products conserves resources, re
duces water and air pollution, saves energy, and creates jobs. Pro
ducing 1 ton of paper from recycled pulp saves 17 trees, 3 cubic yards 
of landfill space, and 7000 gallons of water. It ELISO reduces air pollut
ants by 60 pounds, saves 390 gallons of oil, and conserves 4200 kilo
watt hours of energy—enough to heat a home for half a year. Estimates 
show that 9 jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of solid waste recy
cled into new products. 

The U.S. Government has helped promote recycling by purchasing re-
cycled-content products—in fiscal 1997 alone, v^e purchased $354 mil
lion worth of such products. In September of 1998, I was proud to sign 
Executive Order 13101—Greening the Govemmesnt Through Waste Pre
vention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition—^v/hich directed all Fed
eral agencies to expand and strengthen the Federal Government's dedi
cation to recycling and to buying products made with recycled content. 
This responsible use of Government purchasing power will not only 
help the environment, but will also stimulate liie growth of clean in
dustries in the 21st century. 

America Recycles Day unites business and industry, enviroimiental 
and civic groups, and local, State, and Federal (government agencies to 
encourage recycling. This partnership challenges all businesses and 
consumers in America to increase their purchases of recycled products, 
to boost their recycling efforts, and to start new recycling progreims. 
The theme for this year's observance—"For Our Children's Future . . 
. Buy Recycled Today"—reminds us of the profound and long-term im
plications of the actions we take today. By using products with recy
cled content and creating new markets for such, products, we will con
serve America's precious natural resources foir the benefit of genera
tions to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority v(3sted in me by the Con
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem
ber 15, 1999, as America Recycles Day. I urge eiU Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to take per
sonal responsibility for the environment not only by recycling, but also 
by choosing to purchase and use products made from recycled mate
rials. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nintsteen hvmdred and nine
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hvmdred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7251 of November 18,1999 

National Great American Smokeout Day, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Tobacco use continues to be the leading preventable cause of death 
and disease in the United States, costing more than 400,000 lives and 
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$50 billion in medical expenses each year. Some 3,000 Americans 
under the age of 18 become regular smokers every day, and we know 
that at least 1,000 of these new smokers will die prematurely jfrom a 
tobacco-related disease. As caring adults and responsible citizens, we 
must do all we can to keep another generation of Americans from suc
cumbing to the hue of tobacco. Each year, the Great American 
Smokeout provides people across our Nation with an opportunity to 
stand imited in our efforts to help smokers quit and to convince our 
fellow citizens who don't smoke that they should not start. 

Some positive statistics reinforce this message. According to the Cen
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, each year an estimated 1.2 mil
lion adult smokers successfully quit smoking—^permanently. Smokers 
who quit before age 50 substantially increase their expected lifespan, 
compared with those who continue smoking after they turn 50. Former 
smokers also reduce their risk for coronary heart disease, cardio
vascular disease, hxng cancer, emphysema, and stroke. 

My Administration has worked hard to identify the best practices for 
preventing tobacco use among our young people and encouraging those 
who do smoke to quit. I have asked the Congress to discoiKage yoimg 
people from smoking by funding important health programs and rais
ing the price of cigarettes. I have also urged the States to invest a por
tion of the substantial funds they acquired in last year's settlement 
with tobacco companies in programs that help reduce youth smoking 
while not abandoning tobacco farmers and their commvmities. 

During this 23rd Great American Smokeout, I encourage all Americans 
to create a healthy, tobacco-free environment for themselves, their chil
dren, and their fellow citizens. I also ask that part of this special day 
be spent engaging youth in discussions about the dangers of tobacco 
use, teaching them how to establish healthy lifestyles, and helping 
them to develop effective measures for becoming or remaining tobacco-
free. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
18, 1999, as National Great American Smokeout Day. I call upon all 
Americans to join together in an effort to educate our children about 
the dangers of tobacco use, and I tu:ge both smokers and nonsmokers 
to take this opportimity to practice a healthy lifestyle that sets a posi
tive example for young people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two himdred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLL^vl J. CLINTON 
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