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their civilian lives behind them, they stepped forward to wage a cru-
sade for freedom. They laid the foundations of the peace and security
we enjoy today and planted the seeds of democracy that now are bear-
ing fruit throughout Europe. Many of these heroes and patriots have
gone to their final rest; but their service, their sacrifice, and their
achievements will live forever in the memories and hearts of their fel-
low Americans.

The Congress by House Joint Resolution 65, has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation honoring the veterans of
the Battle of the Bulge.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the period of December 16,
1999, to January 25, 2000, as a time to commemorate the 55th anniver-
sary of the Battle of the Bulge. I call upon the people of the United
States to express our profound gratitude to the veterans of the Battle
of the Bulge and to honor them with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7262 of December 16, 1999
Wright Brothers Day, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We stand at a rare moment in human history: the end of a century and
the birth of a new millennium. The arrival of the 21st century presents
all Americans with an opportunity to reflect on where we have been
as a Nation and to dream about where we will go in the future. At the
dawn of this century, Orville and Wilbur Wright found themselves
poised at such a moment. Behind them lay years of painstaking effort
and experimentation, trial and failure, in their pursuit of the dream of
powered human flight. Ahead of them stretched the sands of Kitty
Hawk in North Carolina and yet another attempt to fly in the aircraft
they had built by hand. On December 17, 1903, for 12 seconds and 120
feet, they achieved their dream and forever changed the destiny of hu-
mankind.

That first brief flight showed that the sky was no longer a limit but a
new horizon; it ignited new dreams in our people. Each succeeding
generation of Americans, building on the Wright brothers’ achievement
and fired by the same vision, energy, and determination, has refined
the science of flight, increased the range, efficiency, and safety of air-
craft, and created a modern air transportation system and aviation in-
dustry that have energized our economy and helped transform the
world into a truly global community.
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And, while they could never have foreseen it, the Wright brothers also
brought us to the threshold of space. A scant six decades after that first
flight, Americans left the Earth’s atmosphere and orbited our planet. By
1969, Neil Armstrong had left the first human footprint on the dusty
surface of the Moon. Today's astronauts fly space shuttle missions that
are helping us meet the challenge of global climate change, bringing
the International Space Station closer to completion, and expanding
our knowledge of Earth and the universe. Yet even now the Wright
brothers’ achievement continues to fire our dreams and beckons us to
make new discoveries.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated December 17 of each year as
“Wright Brothers Day’' and has authorized and requested the President
to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United
States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1999, as Wright
Brothers Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7263 of January 11, 2000
Establishment of the Agua Fria National Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The windswept, grassy mesas and formidable canyons of Agua Fria Na-
tional Monument embrace an extraordinary array of scientific and his-
toric resources. The ancient ruins within the monument, with their
breathtaking vistas and spectacular petroglyphs, provide a link to the
past, offering insights into the lives of the peoples who once inhabited
this part of the desert Southwest. The area’s architectural features and
artifacts are tangible objects that can help researchers reconstruct the
human past. Such objects and, more importantly, the spatial relation-
ships among them, provide outstanding opportunities for archeologists
to study the way humans interacted with one another, neighboring
groups, and with the environment that sustained them in prehistoric
times.

The monument contains one of the most significant systems of late pre-
historic sites in the American Southwest. Between A.D. 1250 and 1450,
its pueblo communities were populated by up to several thousand peo-
ple. During this time, many dwelling locations in the Southwest were
abandoned and groups became aggregated in a relatively small number
of densely populated areas. The monument encompasses one of the
best examples of these areas, containing important archeological evi-
dence that is crucial to understanding the cultural, social, and eco-
nomic processes that accompanied this period of significant change.
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