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United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs, and I urge all Americans to reaffirm their devotion
to the fundamental principles of religious freedom and tolerance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7268 of January 14, 2000
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Just this month, thousands of Americans gathered at the Lincoln Me-
morial to welcome a new year, a new century, and a new millennium.
There—where 37 years ago Martin Luther King, Jr., so eloquently
voiced his dream for America’s future—we pledged not only to keep
Dr. King's dream alive, but also to bring it to reality in the 21st cen-

tury

We are living in a time of unprecedented peace and prosperity for our
Nation, where the struggles of the valiant and visionary men and
women who came before us have borne fruit with the guarantee of civil
rights at home and the triumph of freedom in nations across the globe.
But we cannot afford to become complacent. As Dr. King so wisely ob-
served, “We have learned to fly the air like birds and swim the sea like
fish, but we have not learned the simple art of living together as broth-
ers. Our abundance has brought us neither peace of mind nor serenity
of spirit.”

We must seize this rare moment in our Nation's history to build a soci-
ety in which we accept our differences and honor our common human-
ity. We must unite against the forces of hatred, fear, and ignorance that
seek to divide us. We must use our economic success and our techno-
logical prowess to widen the circle of opportunity, to eliminate pov-
erty, and to give all our children the education, values, and encourage-
ment they need to reach their full potential.

Each year since 1994, when I signed into law the King Holiday and
Service Act, Americans have marked this observance by devoting the
day to service projects in their communities. By renovating schools,
cleaning up neighborhoods, tutoring children, donating blood, organiz-
ing food drives, or reaching out in some other way to those in need,
our citizens can work together to make this a day on, not a day off,
and to make their own contributions to Dr. King’s legacy of service.

Martin Luther King, Jr., was not content to rest on past successes or
to compromise his convictions. If he were with us now to mark his
71st birthday, he would exhort us not to grow weary in doing good but
to reach out to one another in the spirit of service and forge a future
in which all Americans are proud of our diversity and united in our
reverence for freedom, justice, and equality.
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NOW, THEREFORE, 1, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday,
January 17, 2000, as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I call
upon all Americans to observe this occasion with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities in honor of Dr. King's life and
achievements and in response to his call to service.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7269 of January 19, 2000
National Biotechnology Month, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we stand at the dawn of a new century, we recognize the enormous
potential that biotechnology holds for improving the quality of life here
in the United States and around the world. These technologies, which
draw on our understanding of the life sciences to develop products and
solve problems, are progressing at an exponential rate and promise to
make unprecedented contributions to public health and safety, a clean-
er environment, and economic prosperity.

Today, a third of all new medicines in development are based on bio-
technology. Designed to attack the underlying cause of an illness, not
just its symptoms, these medicines have tremendous potential to pro-
vide not only more effective treatments, but also cures. With improved
understanding of cellular and genetic processes, scientists have opened
exciting new avenues of research into treatments for devastating dis-
eases—like Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s, diabetes, heart disease, AIDS,
and cancer—that affect millions of Americans. Biotechnology has also
given us several new vaccines, including one for rotavirus, now being
tested clinically, that could eradicate an illness responsible for the
deaths of more than 800,000 infants and children each year.

The impact of biotechnology is far-reaching. Bioremediation tech-
nologies are cleaning our environment by removing toxic substances
from contaminated soils and ground water. Agricultural biotechnology
reduces our dependence on pesticides. Manufacturing processes based
on biotechnology make it possible to produce paper and chemicals
with less energy, less pollution, and less waste. Forensic technologies
based on our growing knowledge of DNA help us exonerate the inno-
cent and bring criminals to justice.

The biotechnology industry is also improving lives through its substan-
tial economic impact. Biotechnology has stimulated the creation and
growth of small businesses, generated new jobs, and encouraged agri-
cultural and industrial innovation. The industry currently employs
more than 150,000 people and invests nearly $10 billion a year on re-
search and development.
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