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make our communities and homes safer places in which to live and
raise our families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7291 of April 12, 2000
National D.A.R.E. Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Children face many challenges in today’s complex society. Peer pres-
sure to abuse drugs and alcohol; negative influences in films, music,
television, and videos; school violence; gang activities; fear and low
self-esteem—any or all of these pressures can lead young people to
make unwise choices that can jeopardize their future and even their
lives. Since 1983, however, there has been a strong positive influence
in the lives of America’s children that is helping them to navigate safe-
ly through these dangers and uncertainties: Drug Abuse Resistance
Education (D.A.RE.).

D.A.R.E. was developed jointly by the Los Angeles Police Department
and the Los Angeles Unified School District and continues to draw its
strength from partnerships among law enforcement officials, schools,
parents, and communities. Under the program, specially trained police
officers conduct classroom lessons designed to teach children from kin-
dergarten through the 12th grade how to make healthy choices, over-
come negative influences, avoid destructive behavior, and resist the
lure of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco.

The D.A.RE. curriculum has several components designed to meet the
changing needs of students as they mature. From the visitation pro-
gram for children in kindergarten and the early elementary school
years to the core curriculum for highly vulnerable fifth and sixth grad-
ers to reinforcement programs for middle school, junior high, and sen-
ior high students, D.A.R.E. helps young people of all ages develop the
skills and self-confidence to recognize and resist negative influences.
And this year, D.A.RE. has pledged to use a specialized curriculum to
reach out to thousands of parents and help them talk to their children
about drugs.

My Administration is also taking forceful measures to help our young
people make the decision to reject drugs. We are continuing to expand
the unprecedented National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign in order
to change the attitudes of an entire generation of young people; a cam-
paign that is working across all race, gender, grade level, and income
lines. The campaign is already paying dividends for American families:
studies show that growing numbers of parents are talking to their chil-
dren about the dangers of drug use, and youth drug use is down 13
percent in just one year. We have also expanded the Safe and Drug-
Free Schools program and the Drug-Free Communities program.
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Through efforts like these and the commitment of programs like
D.ARE., we can ensure that America’s children have the skills, self-
esteem, and guidance they need to reject substance abuse and violence
and to create for themselves a bright and healthy future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 13,
2000, as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our youth, parents, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7292 of April 14, 2000
National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Organ and tissue transplantation offers us the extraordinary oppor-
tunity to share with others one of our most precious gifts—the gift of
life. By donating tissues and organs, living donors and the families
who have lost loved ones are rewarded with the knowledge that they
have saved and enhanced many lives. Thanks to donors’ generosity
and compassion, transplant recipients across our country are able to
work, care for their families, and look forward to a brighter future.
Thanks to donors' selflessness, many children who were not expected
to see their first birthday are playing, learning to walk, and entering
school.

The future of the thousands of Americans awaiting transplants, how-
ever, depends on the willingness of their fellow citizens to become
organ and tissue donors. More than 68,000 patients are on the national
organ transplant waiting list; each day, 13 of them will die because the
organs they need have not been donated; and every 16 minutes, a new
name will be added to that waiting list.

To address this critical and growing need, Vice President Gore and
Secretary of Health and Human Services Shalala launched the National
Organ and Tissue Donation Initiative in December of 1997. This pub-
lic-private partnership was designed to raise awareness of the success
of organ and tissue transplantation and to educate our citizens about
the urgent need for increased donation. Working with partners such as
health care organizations, estate planning attorneys, faith communities,
educational organizations, the media, minority organizations, and busi-
ness leaders, the Initiative is reaching out to Americans of all ages,
backgrounds, and races, asking them to consider donation. In its first
year alone, the Initiative made a measurable impact, as organ donation
increased by 5.6 percent.
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