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Proclamation 7376 of November 13, 2000 

International Education Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Today we live in a global community, where all countries must work 
as partners to promote peace and prosperity and to resolve inter­
national problems. One of the siu-est ways to develop and strengthen 
such partnerships is through international education programs. 

These programs enable students to learn other languages, experience 
other cultures, develop a broader understanding of global issues, and 
make lasting friendships with their peers in other countries who will 
one day guide the political, cultural, and economic development of 
their nations. Some of America's staunchest friends abroad are those 
who have experienced our coimtry firsthand as exchange students or 
who have been exposed to American values through contact with 
American students and scholars studying overseas. 

Since World War H, the Federal Government has worked in partner­
ship with colleges, universities, and other educational organizations to 
sponsor programs that help our citizens gain the international experi­
ence and skills needed to meet the challenges of an increasingly inter­
dependent world. At the same time, American educational institutions 
have developed study programs that attract students from all over the 
world to further their education in the United States. 

One of the largest and most renowned of these international education 
initiatives is the Fulbright Program, which was founded by Senator J. 
William Fulbright more than half a century ago. Since its inception, 
the program has provided nearly a quarter of a million participants 
from the United States and 140 other nations—^participants chosen for 
their academic and professional qualifications and leadership poten­
tial—^with the opportimity to study and teach abroad and to gain 
knowledge of global political, economic, and cultural institutions. As 
Senator Fulbright envisioned, this program has proved to be a vital and 
positive force for peace and understanding around the world. 

To build on this tradition of excellence in international education, I 
signed a memorandimi in April of this year directing the heads of Ex­
ecutive departments and agencies to work with educational institu­
tions. State and local governments, private organizations, and the busi­
ness community to develop a coordinated national policy on inter­
national education. We must reaffirm our national commitment to en-
coiu^ging students from other countries to study in the United States, 
promote study abroad by U.S. students, and support the exchange of 
teachers, scholars, and citizens at all levels of society. By doing so, we 
can expand our citizens' intellectual and cultural horizons, strengthen 
America's economic competitiveness, increase imder standing between 
nations and peoples, and, as Senator Fulbright so eloquently stated, di­
rect "the enormous power of hxunan knowledge to the enrichment of 
our own lives and to the shaping of a rational and civilized world 
order." 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON. President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
13 through November 17, 2000, as International Education Week. I urge 
all Americans to observe this week with events and programs that cele­
brate the benefits of international education to our citizens, our econ­
omy, and the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7377 of November 15, 2000 

America Recycles Day, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As we look forward to Thanksgiving, our annual celebration of Ameri­
ca's great bounty, it is appropriate to observe America Recycles Day 
and focus on how to preserve that bounty for the benefit of future gen­
erations. 

Recycling waste and purchasing products made from recycled mate­
rials are among the easiest and most effective measures every American 
can take to conserve our resources and create a cleaner environment, 
Cmrently, our country recovers more than 28 percent of the billions of 
pounds of waste generated by Americans annually—an effort that 
translates into enough savings to supply the energy needs of 9 million 
U.S. households. But the recycling process succeeds only when recov­
ered materials are returned to retailers as new products that are pur­
chased by consumers; otherwise, the recycled products themselves 
must be disposed of as waste. 

Buying recycled products conserves resources, reduces water and air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, and saves energy. While bene­
ficial for the environment, the recycling process is good for our econ­
omy as well. By promoting the development of markets for recycled 
products, we are also creating new jobs, many of which are in Ameri­
ca's inner cities, where job creation is particularly critical. It is esti­
mated that while incinerating 10,000 tons of waste creates 1 job, and 
landfilling the same amount creates 6 jobs, recycling the same 10,000 
tons creates 36 jobs. Nationwide, recycling and remanufacturing pro­
vide 1 million jobs and $100 billion in revenue. 

To ensure the Federal Government's leadership in the recycling effort, 
I signed an Executive Order in 1998 directing all Federal agencies to 
expand and strengthen their commitment to recycling and buying recy-
cled-content and environmentally preferable products. The Federal 
Government now purchases more than $350 million in recycled-con-
tent products aimually—an increase of $112 million a year, or 30 per­
cent, from just a decade ago. 

America Recycles Day helps us to build on this progress by imiting en­
vironmental and commiinity organizations, business and industry, and 
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