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This month, we celebrate the talents, culture, and spirit of Hispanic 
Americans, which deeply enrich our country and bless our people. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100—402, has authorized and requested 
the President to issue annually a proclamation designating September 
15 through October 15, as "National Hispanic Heritage Month." I am 
proud to do so. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the- Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
15 through October 15, 2001, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I 
call upon all the people of the United States to observe this month 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand thi^ twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7472 of September 28, 2001 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For more than a century, our Nation's Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) have played a vital role in providing opportuni
ties for excellence in higher education to millions of African American 
students. 

Throughout their history, these institutions of higher learning per
severed in the face of many obstacles, offering university degrees to Af
rican Americans at a time when most schools refused them admission. 
Some of our HBCUs began when society was deeply segregated; and 
some were founded when the Nation still permitted the scourge of 
slavery. The Civil War eradicated slavery in America; and the United 
States Supreme Court ended the racial segregation of our schools. Not
withstanding the removal of these blights from the American scene, 
HBCUs have remained committed to providing African American stu
dents with extraordinary educational opportunities. The HBCUs' con
sistent tradition of offering high-quality, academic programs has en
abled their students and graduates to prosper. 

The success of our HBCUs should be a source of great pride for all 
Americans. Almost 300,000 African Americans currently are enrolled 
in HBCUs, and among their graduates are Members ot Congress, hun
dreds of elected officials, military officers, physicians, teachers, attor
neys, judges, ambassadors, and business executives. 

Committed to excellence as well as to opportunity, our HBCUs reflect 
the determination and spirit that are essential to achieving my Admin
istration's goal of educational success at every level. All Americans 
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should have opportunities to pursue the American dream. Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities play an essential role in providing ac
cess to that dream for African Americans, and I salute them for their 
continuing commitment to serving African American students. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
24 through September 30, 2001, as National Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Week. I call upon the people of the United States, in
cluding government officials, educators, and administrators, to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities, there
by demonstrating our appreciation of and support for these important 
educational institutions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7473 of September 28, 2001 

National Public Lands Day, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The United States has the world's greatest public lands. The National 
Park System, established in 1916, protects some of America's most 
beautiful and essential natural resources. Our parks connect Americans 
with their land, giving us a common landscape and shared national 
treasures. With more than 80 million acres, these majestic and diverse 
parks, home to thousands of species of flora and fauna, represent our 
Nation's most important natural legacy to future generations. 

Our national parks provide outstanding recreational possibilities for 
Americans, and more than 287 million visitors each year come to these 
beautiful places to explore those possibilities. My Administration rec
ognizes and accepts the importance of making these great lands more 
accessible to all our citizens. Our Government bears a clear and direct 
responsibility for the stewardship of our parks. The Government alone, 
however, cannot fulfill the promise of preserving this outdoor legacy— 
a legacy first bequeathed to us by President Theodore Roosevelt and 
other early visionaries who understood the importance of these great 
landscapes, ecosystems, and historic and cultural settings. Only by de
veloping partnerships among States, local communities, tribal govern
ments, public agencies, the nonprofit sector, the private sector, and in
dividual landowners can we truly maintain and protect our Nation's 
best places. 

National Public Lands Day provides every American with a unique and 
valuable opportunity to promote environmental education and, more 
importantly, to put their hands to work on projects directly benefiting 
public lands. I encourage Americans to volunteer to build trails, restore 
habitat, improve accessibility for visitors with special needs, and repair 
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