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NOW. THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 8, 2001, as Columbus 
Day. I urge the people of the United States to reflect on the contribu
tions of Christopher Columbus with appropriate means of celebration. 
I also direct that the flag of the United States be displayed on all pub
lic buildings on the appointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7483 of October 9, 2001 

Leif Erikson Day, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On Leif Erikson Day, we join our friends in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, and Sweden to celebrate and pay homage to our shared ideals 
and commemorate the contributions of Nordic Americans to our cul
ture. We honor the explorers who led the first Viking explorations at 
the beginning of the last millennium, and we pay tribute to the many 
Nordic pioneers who helped to explore and settle America's 19th Cen
tury frontiers. The Nordic and American peoples share the virtues of 
courage, resourcefulness, and self-reliance, and they have built nations 
based on the principles of liberty, justice, and equality. 

Leif Erikson and his men braved the unknown and risked their lives 
to become the first Europeans to set foot on North American soil. As 
we reflect upon Erikson's groundbreaking achievements and marvel at 
the adversity and dangers he and his explorers endured, we are thank
ful for their great endeavor and recognize that achieving difficult goals 
requires people who are courageous and willing to sacrifice, who take 
action and take risks. 

Today, American researchers and entreprenuers, including many of 
Nordic descent, are making landmark discoveries in the fields of genet
ics, information technology, biotechnology, and renewable energy. 
Through our Northern European Initiative and the "Northern Dimen
sion" program that Scandinavian countries have sponsored, we are 
deepening our cooperation and connections with the Baltic region, 
building regional links in Northwest Russia, and renewing historic 
trade relationships. And, we are working closely with our Nordic Al
lies in NATO by helping to provide for the region's common defense 
and stability. These and other efforts to improve the world mark the 
citizens of theUnited States as a people possessing virtues that echo 
those of Leif Erikson and the first Vikings who landed on our northern 
shores. 

To honor Leif Erikson, the brave son of Iceland and grandson of Nor
way, and our Nordic American heritage, the Congress, by joint resolu
tion (Public Law 88-66) approved on September 2, 1964, has author-
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ized and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of each year 
as Leif Erikson Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2001, as Leif Erikson 
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies, activities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-Amer
ican heritage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7484 of October 10, 2001 v 

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1 came here, where freedom is being defended, 
to serve it, and to live and die for it. 
—General Casimir Pulaski in a letter to General George Washington 

Every year, on October 11, we honor the memory of Brigadier General 
Casimir Pulaski, a courageous soldier of liberty who bravely gave his 
life 222 years ago fighting for America's independence. The stories of 
General Pulaski's heroism during the Revolutionary War have been a 
source of inspiration for many generations of Americans, and his gal
lant sacrifice serves as a poignant reminder of the price patriots paid 
to obtain our liberty. 

Pulaski, who was born in Poland in 1745, joined his first fight against 
tyranny and oppression at age 21, defending his beloved Poland 
against Prussian and Imperial Russian invaders. In numerous battles, 
Pulaski achieved fame as a calvary officer, earning promotion to com
mander of an army of Polish freedom fighters. But the aggressors ulti
mately overcame the Poles, and Pulaski was forced into exile. In 1777, 
Pulaski offered his services to America's fight for freedom and set sail 
from France to join the war for independence. 

Far from his native land, Pulaski showed the same courageous combat-
iveness on American soil that had gained him fame at home. Distin
guishing himself in battle after battle, Pulaski earned a commission 
from the Continental Congress as a Brigadier General, and he was as
signed by General Washington to command the Continental Army's 
calvary. In 1779, during the siege of Savannah, General Pulaski made 
the ultimate sacrifice, giving his life in battle so that our Nation might 
win its freedom. General Pulaski's valiant leadership earned him rec
ognition as the "Father of the American cavalry". 

Ever since his heroic death, America has honored General Pulaski's 
memory in many ways, including the naming of counties, towns, and 
streets after him. Since 1910, a statue of General Pulaski has stood in 
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