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Washington, D.C., permanently memorializing his patriotic contribu
tions and noble sacrifice. Today, as we respond to the atrocities com
mitted against the United States on September 11, we have been deep
ly moved by the tremendous outpouring of sympathy, support, and sol
idarity from our Polish friends, from the highest levels of the govern
ment to the thousands of Poles who placed flowers and candles at our 
Embassy gate. Our two nations, united by the virtues and ideals that 
General Pulaski embodied, will always remain friends and allies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
October 11, 2001, as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all 
Americans to commemorate this occasion with appropriate programs 
and activities paying tribute to Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those 
who defend the freedom of our great Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7485 of October 15, 2001 

National School Lunch Week, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation's future depends on fulfilling the promise in our children. 
As parents, teachers, community activists, governmental leaders, and 
concerned citizens, we must strongly commit ourselves to ensuring 
that our young people receive the care, education, and resources they 
need to realize their potential. 

Since 1946, the National School Lunch Program has played an impor
tant part in pursuing that goal, by serving schoolchildren nutritious, 
well-balanced meals. Currently, the National School Lunch Program 
daily provides more than 27 million lunches in more than 97,700 
schools. Of the children who participate in this program, 57 percent 
receive their meals for free or at a reduced price. For many of them, 
lunch is their only meal of the day that meets recommended nutri
tional guidelines. 

The National School Lunch Program contributes to the development of 
healthy eating habits among our children. The Program's Team Nutri
tion Initiative focuses on teaching and motivating children to make 
food choices that enhance their energy, growth, and potential. 

The Program is vitally important to achieving our educational goals. 
Poorly fed children have more difficulty learning, are less attentive in 
class, and suffer more chronic problems, such as absenteeism and tar
diness, than children who are properly nourished. By making nutri
tious meals available to all schoolchildren, the National School Lunch 
Program will help us ensure that we leave no child behind. 
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In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Pro
gram to the health, education, and well-being of our Nation's children, 
the Congress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87-
780), has designated the week beginning on the second Sunday in Oc
tober of each year as "National School Lunch Week" and has requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 14 through October 20, 
2001, as National School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to 
join the dedicated individuals who lead child nutrition programs at the 
State and local levels in appropriate activities and celebrations that 
promote these programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7486 of OctoberlS, 2001 

White Cane Safety Day, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
National White Cane Safety Day, observed annually on October 15, is 
a day of special significance for blind and visually impaired Americans 
because it represents a declaration of freedom. It also signifies a com
mitment by the sighted community to improve access to basic services 
for blind and visually impaired persons. 

The familiar "white cane" is recognized as a tool of independence that 
enables the blind and visually impaired to participate in the facets of 
daily life. The core principles of our country promise freedom, justice, 
and hope; and these principles should guarantee the opportunity for 
every disabled American to live full and productive lives. The new 
millennium brings with it a renewed pledge to ensure that no citizen 
is prevented from realizing the American dream because of a disability. 

Eleven years ago, when the Americans with Disabilities Act was en
acted into law, America opened its doors to a new age of access for 
people with disabilities. To build on this landmark civil rights law, I 
have launched the "New Freedom Initiative," which is intended to en
sure that all Americans with disabilities can participate more fully in 
the life of their communities and of our country. As part of this initia
tive, my Administration has asked the Congress to increase signifi
cantly Federal funding for State low-interest loan programs, so Ameri
cans with disabilities can purchase new assistive technologies. To help 
researchers continue to develop these types of helpful technologies, we 
have asked the Congress to increase Federal investment in assistive 
technology research and development. All Americans must work to
gether to break down barriers and obstacles that may impede the 
progress of individuals with disabilities; and we must provide them 
with ever greater access to the workplace and public transportation. 
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