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duction of drug use over the next 2 years, and a 25 percent reduction 
over the next 5 years. We must stop drug use before it starts, heal 
America's drug users, and disrupt the supply of and demand for drugs 
in our country. And we must continue the fight against alcohol abuse 
and the toll it takes on our society. Together, we can achieve these 
goals, help save lives, and restore hope to individuals and families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
2002 as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call 
upon all the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7590 of September 4, 2002 

Patriot Day, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On this first observance of Patriot Day, we remember and honor those 
who perished in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. We will 
not forget the events of that terrible morning nor will we forget how 
Americans responded in New York City, at the Pentagon, and in the 
skies over Pennsylvania—^with heroism and selflessness; with compas­
sion and coiu:age; and with prayer and hope. We will always remember 
our collective obligation to ensure that justice is done, that freedom 
prevails, and that the principles upon which our Nation was founded 
endure. 

Inspired by the heroic sacrifices of our firefighters, rescue and law en­
forcement personnel, military service members, and other citizens, our 
Nation found unity, focus, and strength. We found healing in the na­
tional outpouring of compassion for those lost, as tens of millions of 
Americans participated in moments of silence, candlelight vigils, and 
religious services. From the tragedy of September 11 emerged a strong­
er Nation, renewed by a spirit of national pride and a true love of 
country. 

We are a people dedicated to the triumph of freedom and democracy 
over evil and tyranny. The heroic stories of the first responders who 
gave their all to save others strengthened our resolve. And our Armed 
Forces have pursued the war against terrorism in Afghanistan and else­
where with valor and skill. Together with our coalition partners, they 
have achieved success. 

Americans also have fought back against terror by choosing to over­
come evil with good. By loving their neighbors as they would like to 
be loved, countless citizens have answered the call to help others. 
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They have contributed to relief efforts, improved homeland security in 
their communities, and volunteered their time to aid those in need. 
This spirit of service continues to grow as thousands have joined the 
newly established USA Freedom Corps, committing themselves to 
changing America one heart at a time flirough the momentum of mil­
lions of acts of decency and kindness. 

Those whom we lost last September 11 will forever hold a cherished 
place in our hearts and in the history of our Nation. As we mark the 
first anniversary of that tragic day, we remember their sacrifice; and we 
commit ourselves to honoring their memory by pursuing peace and jus­
tice in the world and security at home. By a joint resolution approved 
December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the Congress has authorized 
and requested the President to designate September 11 of each year as 
"Patriot Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2002, as Patriot 
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities, including remembrance 
services and candlelight vigils. I also call upon the Governors of the 
United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as appro­
priate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag be 
flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. Further, I encourage all Americans 
to display the flag at half-staff from their homes on that day and to ob­
serve a moment of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern daylight time, 
or another appropriate commemorative time, to honor the innocent vic­
tims who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7591 of September 13, 2002 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
America's cultural diversity has always been a great strength of our Na­
tion. The Hispanic-American community has a long and important his­
tory of commitment to our Nation's core values, and the contributions 
of this community have helped make our country great. During Na­
tional Hispanic Heritage Month, we celebrate the many achievements 
of Hispanic Americans and recognize their contributions to our coun­
try. 

In 1968, the Congress authorized President Lyndon Johnson to pro­
claim National Hispanic Heritage Week, and this observance was ex­
panded in 1988 to a month-long celebration to honor our Nation's His­
panic heritage. During this month, America celebrates the traditions, 
ancestry, and unique experiences of those who trace their roots to 
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