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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7611 of October 17, 2002 

Year of Clean Water, 2002-2003 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On October 18, 2002, our Nation marks the 30th anniversary of the 
Clean Water Act and begins the Observance of the Year of Clean Water. 
This landmark environmental legislation has been central to the impor­
tant progress we have made as a Nation in improving the quality of 
our drinking water and the health of our waters, wetlands, and water­
sheds. During this time, we renew our commitment to building on 
these successes and to developing new approaches and partnerships to 
meet our environmental challenges. 

The Clean Water Act of 1972 and the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 
have helped our citizens enjoy one of the safest and cleanest water 
supplies in the world. Under the Clean Water Act, the Federal Govern­
ment has provided more than $80 billion in wastewater assistance to 
the States and localities. This fundamentally important investment has 
ensured that 165 million citizens now benefit from modem sewage 
treatment, up from 86 million in 1968. The important advances in 
waste water treatment since the Clean Water Act's passage constitute 
one of the major achievements in modem American public health. 

In the last 30 years, the overall health of our marine waters, lakes, riv­
ers, streams, and wetlands has also dramatically improved. The Federal 
Government has cooperated with States, tribes, local communities, 
businesses, and concerned individuals to reduce significantly all forms 
of water pollution, making our waters better suited for recreation and 
other pursuits and more hospitable to aquatic life. Recent studies show 
that we are close to achieving our goal of halting overall wetlands loss, 
and we are hopeful that in the near future we will begin increasing the 
overall function and value of our wetlands. As we look to the chal­
lenges ahead, the Clean Water Act will be an important mainstay and 
tool for further progress. 

As part of our Nation's long-term commitment to protecting our envi­
ronment and natural resources, we must continue to focus on cleaner 
air, water, and land; healthier citizens, and vibrant ecosystems. We 
will continue to collaborate with private organizations, landowners, 
and all levels of government to encourage the development of new 
technologies and innovative approaches to protecting our environment. 
Through policies and programs that recognize regional differences, em­
ploy market forces, and empower individuals to be good stewards of 
the earth, we can and will meet the environmental challenges of the 
future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH. President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the year 
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beginning October 18, 2002, as the Year of Clean Water in commemora­
tion of the 30th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this year with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities, and to join in setting good examples of environmental 
stewardship in our daily lives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7612 of October 18, 2002 

National Character Counts Week, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
President Theodore Roosevelt once said that, "Character, in the long 
run, is the decisive factor in the life of an individual and of nations 
alike." During National Character Counts Week, Americans reaffirm 
our dedication to promoting good character and upholding the timeless 
virtues that make our Nation strong. 

Our Founding Fathers understood that our country would survive and 
flourish if our Nation was committed to good character and an 
unyielding dedication to liberty and justice for all. Throughout our his­
tory, our most honorable heroes practiced the values of hard work and 
honesty, commitment to excellence and courage, and self-discipline 
and perseverance. Today, as we work to preserve peace and freedom 
throughout the world, we are guided by a national character that re­
spects human dignity and values every life. 

The future success of our Nation depends on our children's ability to 
understand the difference between right and wrong and to have the 
strength of character to make the right choices. To help them reach 
their full potential and live with integrity and pride, we must teach our 
children to be kind, responsible, honest, and self-disciplined. These 
important values are first learned in the family, but all of our citizens 
have an obligation to support parents in the character education of our 
children. 

Our schools play a crucial role in teaching the skills, knowledge, and 
moral values that will help oiu: children succeed. As Martin Luther 
King, Jr., stated, " . . . intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus char­
acter— t̂hat is the goal of true education." By guiding children to un­
derstand universal values such as respect, tolerance, compassion, and 
commitment to family and community, our schools are working to 
achieve this goal. 

My Administration is committed to promoting character by encourag­
ing public service and civic awareness. The USA Freedom Corps is 
helping citizens discover volunteer opportunities in their communities 
and spreading the message that everyone can do something to care for 
their neighbors in need. This past June, we convened the White House 
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