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My Administration is committed to fighting diabetes and its complica
tions through advanced research hinded by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), improved medical treatments, and education. In fiscal 
year 2002, the NIH dedicated approximately $781 million to diabetes 
research. My Administration will continue to support NIH's important 
efforts in this area as well as other scientists and researchers who are 
working to prevent, manage, and cure this disease. Through the Na
tional Diabetes Education Program, a joint effort of the NIH and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we are educating Ameri
cans about the diabetes risk factors and encouraging them to make sim
ple changes in their life that will help them stay healthy and prevent 
this serious disease. We are also working with volunteers from the 
American Diabetes Association, Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda
tion, and other organizations to raise awareness of diabetes in our com
munities and to provide assistance for families who have loved ones 
with diabetes. 

As we observe National Diabetes Awareness Month, I encourage all 
Americans to help fight this disease by making healthy lifestyle 
choices and by providing support to those suffering from diabetes. We 
can help overcome diabetes and give hope and comfort to countless in
dividuals in the United States and around the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2002 as National Diabetes Month. I call on all Americans to increase 
their awareness of the risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7619 of November 1, 2002 

National Adoption Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Every year, thousands of American families are blessed by adoption. 
Whether through domestic or international adoption or through the 
adoption of children from foster care, the love of compassionate fami
lies embraces children of all ages and from every background. During 
National Adoption Month, we recognize the heartfelt commitment of 
these good citizens, and we renew our pledge to make adoption a more 
accessible and positive path for American families. 

Children thrive in loving families where they are nurtured, comforted, 
and protected. We are making important progress in placing children 
in foster care with adoptive families; and the overall number of chil
dren being adopted continues to rise. In the past 5 years, adoptions 
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have increased dramatically; and thus far in 2002, tens of thousands 
of children have already been adopted. 

Twenty-three States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico received 
adoption incentive awards in FY 2001 for increasing the number of 
children they placed from foster care into permanent adoptive homes. 
These recipients have reinvested their bonuses to help improve their 
respective adoption and child welfare programs. Americans also con
tinue to welcome children from other countries into their homes 
through international adoptions. Last year, families in the United 
States adopted over 19,000 children from around the world. 

Despite the progress we have made in increasing our adoption rate, we 
still have much work to do. More than 130,000 children, ranging from 
toddlers to teenagers, still remain in foster care awaiting adoption. 
While foster parents offer temporary essential care, the children for 
whom they care need the stability of a permanent family. It is often 
challenging to find families for older children and those children who 
have special needs. Yet they deserve a future with a nurturing family. 

To help States promote adoption and support families who adopt, I 
signed a tax relief bill last year that permanently eases the financial 
burden on families that adopt children. And in January 2002, I signed 
into law a bill to extend and expand the Promoting Safe and Stable 
Families Program. Through this legislation, we are strengthening fami
lies by promoting adoption, offering post-adoptive services to families 
that adopt, and providing education and training vouchers to older 
adopted children and foster youth. 

In July 2002, my Administration launched the AdoptUSKids national 
campaign to increase awareness about adoption and its role in helping 
all children reach their full potential. We have also created the first 
Federal adoption photo-listing web site devoted to children awaiting 
adoption and families who adopt, www.AdoptUSKids.org. During its 
first year, the web site will feature pictures and profiles of more than 
6,500 children awaiting adoption, as well as a database of approved 
adoptive families. This unique web site will help to connect children 
from across the country with loving adoptive families, and it will also 
serve as a great resource for all adoptive families. 

On November 23, dozens of communities will gather in courtrooms 
across the country to celebrate National Adoption Day. On this mo
mentous day, thousands of adoptions will be finalized and celebrated. 
These efforts demonstrate our Nation's dedication to ensuring that 
every child can thrive in a secure, loving, and stable home. 

Through adoption, Americans can forever change not only a child's life 
but also their own. By providing children in need with the opportunity 
to grow and succeed through adoption, we can help them become con
fident, compassionate, and successful members of society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2002 as National Adoption Month. I call on all Americans to observe 
this month with appropriate programs and activities to honor adoptive 
families, and to participate in efforts to find permanent homes for wait
ing children. 

http://www.AdoptUSKids.org
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7620 of November 1, 2002 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During American Indian Heritage Month, we celebrate the rich cultural 
traditions and proud ancestry of American Indians and Alaska Natives, 
and we recognize the vital contributions these groups have made to the 
strength and diversity of our society. 

American Indians and Alaska Natives have played a central role in our 
history. In 1805 and 1806, Sakajawea, a Shoshone Indian woman, 
helped guide Lewis and Clark on their historic expedition to explore 
the uncharted West. This remarkable journey, known as the "Voyage 
of Discovery," would not have been possible without her efforts, and 
today she remains a proud symbol of American Indian courage and 
strength. 

We are also grateful to the Navajo Codetalkers for their service during 
World War II. Participating in every assault the U.S. Marines con
ducted in the Pacific from 1942-1945, the Navajo Codetalkers relayed 
secret messages that helped our Nation and the allies secure victory. 
The Congress recognized these heroes by authorizing the President to 
award them Congressional Gold Medals, which I was honored to 
present last year. These examples of our true American spirit reflect 
our shared history and serve as reminders of the unique heritage of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives. Upon its completion on the Na
tional Mall, the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of the 
American Indian will help educate all Americans about the lives, con
tributions, and culture of our Native peoples. 

Education is essential to the future success of tribal communities. We 
will work together to ensure that our Indian education programs offer 
high-quality instruction and job training that contribute to the vitality 
of our Native American communities. We will also work to maintain 
the legacy of American Indians and Alaska Natives by preserving irre
placeable languages and cultural traditions. 

To enhance our efforts to help Indian nations be self-governing, self-
supporting, and self-reliant, my Administration will continue to honor 
tribal sovereignty by working on a goverrmient-to-government basis 
with American Indians and Alaska Natives. We will honor the rights 
of Indian tribes and work to protect and enhance tribal resources. 

My Administration is working to increase employment and expand 
economic opportunities for all Native Americans. Several Federal agen
cies recently participated in the National Summit on Emerging Tribal 
Economies to help us accomplish this goal. In order to build upon this 
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