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Proclamation 7696 of August 27, 2003

To Extend Duty-Free Treatment for Certain Agricultural
Products of Israel

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. On April 22, 1985, the United States entered into the Agreement on
the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government of Israel (FTA), which
the Congress approved in the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act of 1985 (the “FTA Act”)(19 U.S.C. 2112 Note).

2. On November 4, 1996, the United States entered into an agreement
with Israel concerning certain aspects of trade in agricultural products,
effective from December 4, 1996, through December 31, 2001 (the
1996 Agreement”), in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal
and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to agricultural
trade while acknowledging differing interpretations as to the meaning
of certain rights and obligations in the FTA as to such trade.

3. Section 4(b) of the FTA Act provides that, whenever the President
determines that it is necessary to maintain the general level of recip-
rocal and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel
provided for by the FTA, the President may proclaim such withdrawal,
suspension, modification, or continuance of any duty, or such continu-
ance of existing duty-free or excise treatment, or such additional duties
as the President determines to be required or appropriate to carry out
the FTA.

4. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, President Clinton
issued Proclamation 6962 of December 2, 1996, to provide to Israel
through the close of December 31, 2001, access into the United States
customs territory for specified quantities of certain agricultural prod-
ucts of Israel free of duty or certain fees or other import charges, con-
sistent with the 1996 Agreement.

5. On December 31, 2001, the United States entered into an agreement
with Israel to extend the 1996 Agreement through December 31, 2002,
in order to allow for additional time to negotiate a successor arrange-
ment to the 1996 Agreement. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA
Act, I issued Proclamation 7554, of May 3, 2002, to provide to Israel
through the close of December 31, 2002, access into the United States
customs territory for specified quantities of certain agricultural prod-
ucts of Israel free of duty or certain fees or other import charges. Sev-
eral rounds of negotiations were held in 2002 but did not result in con-
clusion of a successor arrangement to the 1996 Agreement.

6. On December 31, 2002, the 1-year extension of the 1996 Agreement
expired. In order to allow additional time to conclude negotiations, the
United States and Israel each have elected to extend through 2003 the
tariff treatment provided for agricultural products in 2002 under the
1996 Agreement. Israel has already extended through 2003 the tariff
benefits for United States agricultural imports provided in 2002 under
the 1996 Agreement.
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7. Consistent with section 4(b) of the FTA Act, I have determined that
it is necessary, in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and
mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for
by the FTA, to provide through the close of December 31, 2003, duty-
free treatment for specified quantities of certain agricultural products
of Israel.

8. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2483) (the ‘“Trade
Act”) authorizes the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) the substance of the relevant pro-
visions of that act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and ac-
tions thereunder, including removal, modification, continuance, or im-
position of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, including section 4 of the
FTA Act and section 604 of the Trade Act, do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutually
advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for by the
FTA, and, in particular, to provide duty-free treatment for specified
quantities of certain agricultural products of Israel, subchapter VIII of
chapter 99 of the HTS is modified as provided in the Annex to this
proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders
that are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are su-
perseded to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3)(a) The modifications to the HTS made by the Annex to this proc-
lamation shall be effective with respect to goods that are the product
of Israel and are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after January 1, 2003, including entries for which the lig-
uidation of duties has not become final under section 514 of the Tariff
Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1514).

(b) The provisions of subchapter VIII of chapter 99 of the HTS, as

modified by the Annex to this proclamation, shall continue in effect
through the close of December 31, 2003.
IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev-
enth day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Annex
Modifications to Subchapter VIII of Chapter 99 of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States

Effective with respect to goods that are the product of Israel and are
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after
January 1, 2003, and through the close of December 31, 2003, sub-
chapter VIII of chapter 99 of the HTS is modified as provided herein:

1. U.S. note 1 to such subchapter is modified by striking “December
31, 2002,” and by inserting in lieu thereof “December 31, 2003,”.
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2. U.S. note 3 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein
the following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Cal-
endar year 2003.....383,000".

3. U.S. note 4 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein
the following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Cal-
endar year 2003.....1,160,000".

4. U.S. note 5 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein
the following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Cal-
endar year 2003.....1,279,000"".

5. U.S. note 6 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein
the following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Cal-
endar year 2003.....116,000".

6. U.S. note 7 is modified by inserting at the end of the table therein
the following additional applicable time period and quantity: “Cal-
endar year 2003.....405,317"".

Proclamation 7697 of August 28, 2003
Family Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Children thrive in loving families where they are taught, nurtured, and
comforted. By spending time with our children and stressing the im-
portance of making the right choices, parents and other family mem-
bers help them develop into confident, successful individuals.

Families can help secure a healthy tomorrow for their children by pro-
viding guidance, staying involved, and serving as role models. I am
committed to supporting strong families and strong marriages to help
ensure that every child grows up in a safe, loving family. Statistics
show that children from two-parent families are less likely to end up
in poverty, drop out of school, become addicted to drugs, have a child
out of wedlock, suffer abuse, or become a violent criminal. Because sta-
ble families should be the central goal of American welfare policy, I
have proposed spending up to $300 million a year to find the most ef-
fective programs to strengthen marriage.

Parents play a critical role in discouraging harmful behavior such as
experimenting with alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. Research shows that
teens often listen to their parents when it comes to decisions about
harmful substances and risky behaviors. Regular family activities pro-
vide opportunities for parents to communicate important messages and
enhance their relationships with their children. Recent studies from
the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia
University found that teens from families who eat dinner together were
less likely to use illegal drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes, while teenagers
who rarely eat dinner with their parents were more likely to engage in
these unhealthy activities.

Families and all Americans can act together to educate our youth about
the dangers of drugs and alcohol and help them grow into healthy, re-
sponsible, compassionate citizens. In order to ensure a brighter future
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