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Immigrants from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden and
their descendants have made great contributions to our Nation in the
fields of business, politics, the arts, education, agriculture, and other
areas. Nordic Americans have also made a significant mark on our
country’s society and culture, and have helped to establish and define
America’s most cherished principles. Their energy and spirit have in-
spired others, and their courage, skill, and determination have played
an important role in the development of our country. Today, millions
of people in the United States trace their origins to these Nordic coun-
tries, and their contributions to America make our country stronger
and better.

On this day, we also recognize our longstanding ties to these nations
that were home to the ancestors of many Americans. Together, we con-
tinue to work to advance prosperity, expand freedom, and increase sta-
bility and security in Europe and elsewhere in the world.

To honor Leif Erikson, the courageous son of Iceland and grandson of
Norway, and to celebrate our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88–566) approved on Sep-
tember 2, 1964, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim
October 9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2004, as Leif Erikson
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-Amer-
ican heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7829 of October 11, 2004

Columbus Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The journeys of Christopher Columbus are among the world’s greatest
stories of daring and discovery. His courage, optimism, and adven-
turous spirit altered the course of history. On Columbus Day, we cele-
brate this remarkable explorer and his contributions to the ‘‘New
World.’’;

In August 1492, Columbus left Spain and sailed into the unknown
with the simplest of navigational equipment. The risks were great and
the outcome uncertain. Yet, Columbus was committed to the cause of
discovery, finding a more efficient trade route to the East and advanc-
ing European civilization.

Today, Columbus’ voyages continue to stir our imagination and en-
courage us to explore new frontiers. His spirit of determination and
discovery is a characteristic shared by the American people and is re-
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flected throughout our history, from the Lewis and Clark Expedition to
the Moon landing and our many scientific and technological advances.

Columbus Day is also a celebration of the many contributions that
Italian Americans have made to our Nation. Every aspect of our cul-
ture, whether it be art or music, law or politics, reflects the influence
of Italian Americans. On this day we also remain thankful for the
strong ties between the United States and Italy and pay tribute to the
courageous and selfless Italian forces who are helping to advance free-
dom alongside American and coalition troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as
amended, has requested that the President proclaim the second Mon-
day of October of each year as ‘‘Columbus Day.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2004, as Columbus
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap-
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7830 of October 11, 2004

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The story of Revolutionary War hero Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski
is one of bravery and sacrifice that helped to secure America’s bless-
ings of liberty. We remember General Pulaski for his skill in battle, his
commitment to freedom, and his willingness to give his life for Amer-
ica’s independence.

Born in Poland in 1745, Casimir Pulaski first gained distinction as a
military hero while fighting to defend his native Poland. His reputation
as a bold warrior and his dedication to the cause of liberty became
known throughout Europe.

Pulaski met with Benjamin Franklin in Paris in 1777 and agreed to join
the Americans in their fight for freedom. He quickly proved to be a
gifted military leader and was commissioned as a Brigadier General. He
became known as ‘‘the Father of the American Cavalry,’’; recruiting
and training a special corps of American, Polish, Irish, French, and
German troops who fought with great skill and success. During the
siege of Savannah in 1779, General Pulaski was mortally wounded,
leaving a legacy of heroism that continues to inspire people around the
world.
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