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Proclamation 8269 of June 6, 2008 

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American flag has been our national symbol for 231 years, and it 
remains a beacon of freedom wherever it is flown. Since the Second 
Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as our flag in 1777, 
it has stood for freedom, justice, and the resolve of our Nation. 

When Francis Scott Key saw the American flag flying over Fort 
McHenry in 1814, he believed that liberty would triumph. The flag that 
inspired Key to write our National Anthem still energizes and 
emboldens the American spirit today. As our Nation faces the chal-
lenges of a new era, Old Glory reminds us that liberty can prevail over 
oppression. 

Since the first days of our Republic, Americans have flown the flag to 
show their pride and appreciation for the freedoms they enjoy in this 
great Nation. Every day, Americans pledge their allegiance to the flag 
of the United States, and our troops carry it before them as they defend 
the liberties for which it stands. 

On Flag Day and during National Flag Week, we remember those in 
uniform whose courage and sacrifice inspire us here at home. We also 
remember the rich history of one of our oldest national symbols and 
reflect on our duty to carry our heritage of freedom into the future. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated 
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation calling for its observance and for the dis-
play of the flag of the United States on all Federal Government build-
ings. The Congress also requested, by joint resolution approved June 9, 
1966, as amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President issue annually a 
proclamation designating the week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘Na-
tional Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of the United States to 
display the flag during that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2008, as Flag Day and 
the week beginning June 8, 2008, as National Flag Week. I direct the 
appropriate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government 
buildings during that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag 
Day and National Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their 
homes and other appropriate places. I also call upon the people of the 
United States to observe with pride and all due ceremony those days 
from Flag Day through Independence Day, also set aside by the Con-
gress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, to celebrate our herit-
age in public gatherings and activities, and to publicly recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
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pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8270 of June 12, 2008 

Father’s Day, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Father’s Day, we honor our Nation’s fathers for the unconditional 
love they give to their children and for their selfless dedication to the 
well-being of their families. 

Fathers play a unique and irreplaceable part in the lives of their chil-
dren and pass along values that help children grow into responsible 
adults. By providing their sons and daughters with a positive example, 
fathers help give their children the necessary foundation they need to 
make wise decisions throughout their lives. Fathers strive to inspire 
their children to lead lives of integrity, honor, and purpose, and they 
pray for wisdom and the strength to give their children the love and 
support they need to achieve their dreams. 

All Americans are thankful for the extraordinary efforts of our Nation’s 
fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers, and guardians. Their devotion and 
encouragement as mentors, providers, and role models help strengthen 
their families and our country. We are especially grateful for the fa-
thers who serve in our Nation’s Armed Forces. These dedicated fathers 
protect liberty so that all children can have a more promising future. 
We pray for the safe return of all those serving overseas, and we thank 
the fathers who support sons and daughters who are defending our 
freedom around the globe. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress 
approved April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby pro-
claim June 15, 2008, as Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to ex-
press their appreciation to all fathers for their many contributions to 
our Nation’s children. I direct the appropriate officials of the Govern-
ment to display the flag of the United States on all Government build-
ings on this day. I also call upon State and local governments and citi-
zens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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