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abroad, transportation is vital to keeping Americans safe. Global cli-
mate change and our reliance on foreign oil have also created tremen-
dous national security challenges. To solve these problems and create 
new economic opportunities, we must make our transportation system 
cleaner and more efficient. 

My Administration has taken bold action to rebuild our Nation’s crum-
bling infrastructure. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in-
tegrates the goals of job creation and economic growth with a renewed 
commitment to transportation. This legislation will fund projects to im-
prove public transportation, repair highways and roads, modernize air-
ports and seaports, and invest in renewable energy, all while creating 
or saving hundreds of thousands of jobs. 

To make the most of every taxpayer dollar, my Administration is work-
ing side-by-side with State and local governments and the private sec-
tor to provide oversight and to closely monitor these transportation in-
vestments. 

The women and men who support this critical sector every day make 
this plan possible. Renewing America’s transportation system is an his-
toric task, and I am convinced they will rise to the challenge. 

The Congress has requested, by joint resolution approved May 16, 
1957, as amended (36 U.S.C. 120), that the President designate the 
third Friday in May of each year as ‘‘National Defense Transportation 
Day,’’ and, by joint resolution approved May 14, 1962, as amended (36 
U.S.C. 133), that the week during which that Friday falls be designated 
as ‘‘National Transportation Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 15, 2009, as Na-
tional Defense Transportation Day and May 10 through May 16, 2009, 
as National Transportation Week. I call upon all Americans to recog-
nize the importance of our Nation’s transportation infrastructure and to 
acknowledge the contributions of those who build, operate, and main-
tain it. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8378 of May 11, 2009 

Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, peace officers put on their uniforms and go to work to safe-
guard America’s communities and uphold the freedoms we hold dear. 
This week we honor their contributions and sacrifice. 

Law enforcement officers routinely place themselves in harm’s way to 
protect people they do not and will not know. They serve willingly 
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and devotedly, and their commitment is essential for us to maintain a 
healthy quality of life, a strong economy, the safety of our families, and 
a robust national security system. 

My Administration is working to keep Americans safe and to strength-
en the Federal partnership with America’s peace officers. The Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which I recently signed, makes 
$4 billion available for State and local law enforcement. This provision 
will save or create thousands of law enforcement jobs across the coun-
try through the revitalized Community Oriented Policing Services Hir-
ing Recovery Program. The Recovery Act also provides $2 billion 
through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program. 
These measures will put more officers on the street and help those al-
ready serving to perform their jobs more effectively. 

The benefits that peace officers provide come with great sacrifice. 
Every year, many give their lives in the performance of their duties. 
Their contributions live on in the communities they strengthened, and 
their service will never be forgotten. This week, as we recognize their 
commitment to duty, we renew our pledge to support their families 
and colleagues. 

The President has been requested to designate May 15 of each year as 
Peace Officers Memorial Day in honor of all Federal, State, and local 
officers killed or disabled in the line of duty, and to designate that 
week as Police Week in recognition of their service given to the United 
States (36 U.S.C. 136–37). 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2009, as Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and May 10 through May 16, 2009, as Police Week. I 
call upon all Americans to observe these events with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. I also call on Governors of the United States and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States, and appropriate officials 
of all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at half staff 
on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I further encourage all Americans to 
display the flag at half staff from their homes and businesses on that 
day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8379 of May 12, 2009 

Jewish American Heritage Month, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Jewish American tradition exemplifies the strength of the Amer-
ican immigrant tradition. Since Jews arrived in New Amsterdam in 
1654, Jewish Americans have maintained a unique identity just as they 
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